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To all chon it may concern: 
Be it known that I, CORNELLA.E. IMLAY, of 

Brooklyn, in the county of Kings and the State 
of New York, have invented an Improved Fire. 
Lighter or Kindler, of which the following is 
a specification: 
The nature of my invention consists of a fire 

lighter or kindler, made of a piece or pieces of 
cork fastened together, (if more than one piece 
of cork is used) which have first been dipped 
-in a liquid hydrocarbon or a resinous stubstance 
and afterward in dry sawdust, the object of 
the invention being to produce a cheap and 
highly inflammable compound for the purpose 
of kindling a wood or coal fire. 
To prepare the compound take a piece or 

pieces of cork, and if more than one piece is to 
be used fasten them together into a bundle of 
a size most convenient for use; then take a 
solid hydrocarbon, such as asphaltum or resin; 
place it in an iron vessel and heat the same 
until the contents have become perfectly liq 
uid; stir from one to three per cent, offinely-. 
pulverized chlorate of potash into it; then dip 
the cork into the molten substance; and when 

itis thoroughly impregnated withdraw it quick 
ly and roll it in dry sawdust. In forming a 
coating of ligneous tissue in a highly disin 
tegrated form, such as sawdust consists of, the 
compound described does not only ignite more 
rapidly than if it was only coated with asphal 
tum and resin, but it is also a nicer and clean 
er article to handle, especially for ladies. In 
stead of bitumen or asphaltun resin or colo 
phony, pitch of Wood, coal-tar, or napthaline 
may be used. 

I claim as my invention 
A compound for kindling purposes, consist 

ing of cork coated with two layers, the first or 
lower one consisting of a mixture of asphaltum, 
resin, and chlorate of potash, or, in lieu there 
of, pitch or any resinous substance, or naptha 
line, with chlorate of potash, the upper or out 
side one forming a layer of sawdust, substan 
tially as described. 
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