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FIG. 2 
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FIG. 3 
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FIG. 5A 
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FIG. 7 
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ENDOSCOPC IMAGE DISPLAY APPARATUS 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

0001. This application claims the benefit of Japanese 
Patent Application No. 2010-217961, filed on Sep. 28, 2010, 
the entire contents of which are hereby incorporated by ref 
erence, the same as if set forth at length; the entire of which 
are incorporated herein by reference. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

0002 1. Technical Field 
0003. The present invention relates to an endoscopic 
image display apparatus which reads taken image data in 
which a taken image outputted from an endoscope has been 
recorded, and displays the taken image. 
0004 2. Description of Related Art 
0005 Endoscopes which can take an image by irradiating 
the inside of a to-be-inspected body with white illumination 
light to thereby obtain an observed image are widely used. In 
addition to normal imaging with visible light, some endo 
Scopes can perform narrow-band imaging in which short 
wavelength visible narrow-band light (special light) is radi 
ated so that capillary blood vessels in a body tissue surface 
layer or microscopic patterns in a mucosal Surface can be 
highlighted and displayed (for example, see JP-2006 
0681 13-A). 
0006 Generally, short-wavelength visible light (for 
example, violet or blue light) is shallow in invasion depth into 
body tissue, while long-wavelength visible light (for 
example, red light) is deep in invasion depth into body tissue. 
In normal imaging using white illumination light containing 
long-wavelength light, an image including light reflected 
from a comparatively deep region of body tissue is observed. 
On the other hand, since short-wavelength light is used in 
special light imaging, an image of light reflected from a 
surface layer of the tissue is chiefly observed. Accordingly, 
the images observed by these two types of imaging differ 
from each other in spite of the same observed position. In use, 
those images are suitably switched from one to the other 
during endoscopic diagnosis. 

SUMMARY 

0007 Plenty of Blight components such as violet or blue 
light components are contained in illumination light for nar 
row-band imaging. For this reason, an image taken with illu 
mination light in narrow-band imaging differs in tinge of 
color from an image obtained with white illumination light in 
normal imaging. As a result, when an image obtained in 
narrow-band imaging is Subjected to image processing in 
accordance with any kind of image processing algorism that 
is prepared in advance for images obtained in normal imag 
ing, luminance value failure etc. of the image occurs so that 
the image cannot be an intended image. Description in 
JP-2006-0681 13-A is made that different white balance cor 
rection processings are carried out in accordance with normal 
light and narrow-band light respectively. However, an image 
taken in narrow-band imaging has a different tinge of color 
from an image taken in normal imaging due to the difference 
in spectra of illumination light. Thus, it is difficult to remove 
the difference intinge of color completely by white balance. 
0008. There are some endoscopic systems in which a 
motion picture outputted from an endoscope is recorded on a 
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recording device and secondarily read after inspection. How 
ever, only one of an image obtained in narrow-band imaging 
and an image obtained in normal imaging is generally 
recorded as the motion picture recorded on the recording 
device. Therefore, even if it is desired that the color tone of the 
image obtained in the narrow-band imaging is changed to 
color tone of an image obtained with white light in the normal 
imaging to thereby make comparison between the two images 
feasible, it is practically difficult to perform this. Thus, the 
real situation is that there are many restrictions in the range of 
use of the image obtained in the narrow-band imaging even 
when the image is recorded. 
0009. An object of the invention is to provide an endo 
scopic image display apparatus in which even a recorded 
image obtained using special light in narrow-band imaging or 
the like can be easily converted into an image having color 
tone in normal imaging and displayed so as to make compari 
son between the images or application of various image pro 
cessings thereto feasible, so that accuracy in endoscopic diag 
nosis can be improved. 
0010. The invention is constituted as below. 
0011. An endoscopic image display apparatus reads taken 
image data in which a taken image outputted from an endo 
Scope is recorded, and reproduces and displays the taken 
image. The taken image data includes intensity information 
about a plurality of fundamental color components. The 
endoscopic image display apparatus includes an intensity 
changing unit which selectively reduces intensity of a specific 
color component in the taken image data by using the inten 
sity information. 
0012. According to the invention, even a recorded image 
obtained using special light in narrow-band imaging or the 
like can be easily converted into animage having color tone in 
normal imaging and displayed so as to make comparison 
between the images or application of various image process 
ings thereto feasible, so that accuracy in endoscopic diagnosis 
can be improved. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

0013 FIG. 1 is a block configuration diagram of an endo 
scopic apparatus for explaining an exemplary embodiment of 
the invention. 
0014 FIG. 2 is an external view as an example of the 
endoscopic apparatus shown in FIG. 1. 
0015 FIG. 3 is a graph showing spectroscopic profiles of 
illumination lights emitted from irradiation ports as violet 
laser light from a violet laser light source and blue laser light 
from a blue laser light Source respectively. 
0016 FIG. 4 is an explanatory view schematically show 
ing blood vessels in a mucosal Surface layer of a body tissue. 
0017 FIG. 5A is an explanatory view schematically show 
ing an image observed by the endoscopic apparatus using 
narrow-band light containing plenty of short-wavelength vis 
ible light components as illumination light by way of 
example, and FIG. 5B is an explanatory view showing an 
observed image using white light as illumination light. 
0018 FIG. 6 is a block diagram of an endoscopic image 
display apparatus. 
0019 FIG. 7 is a graph showing a spectroscopic profile of 
illumination light in narrow-band imaging. 
0020 FIG. 8 is a graph showing the spectral sensitivity 
characteristic of an image-taking element. 
0021 FIG. 9 is an explanatory view showing correction 
coefficients for B, G and R. 
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0022 FIG.10 is a graph showing a spectroscopic profile of 
illumination light for an image equivalent to taken image data 
whose intensity has been changed. 
0023 FIG. 11 is an explanatory view showing inspection 
orders and their contents recorded in an inspection order 
database. 
0024 FIG. 12 is a graph showing the relationship between 
the total lighting time of a laser diode and the emission inten 
sity of the laser diode. 
0025 FIG. 13 is a main portion configuration diagram 
showing another configuration example of a light Source 
device. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS 
OF THE INVENTION 

0026. An exemplary embodiment of the invention will be 
described below in detail with reference to the drawings. 
0027 FIG. 1 is a conceptual block configuration diagram 
of an endoscopic apparatus for explaining the exemplary 
embodiment of the invention. FIG. 2 is an external view as an 
example of the endoscopic apparatus shown in FIG. 1. 
0028. As shown in FIGS. 1 and 2, an endoscopic apparatus 
100 has an endoscope 11, and an endoscope control device 13 
to which the endoscope 11 is connected. The endoscope 11 is 
an electronic endoscope which has an illumination optics for 
emitting illumination light from a front end of an endoscope 
insertion portion 15, and an image-taking optics including an 
image-taking element 17 for taking an image of a to-be 
observed region. The endoscope 11 is removably connected 
to the endoscope control device 13 through connector por 
tions 19A and 19B. A display portion 21 and an input portion 
23 are connected to the endoscope control device 13. The 
display portion 21 displays image information or the like 
transmitted from the endoscope 11. The input portion 23 
accepts input operation. 
0029. As shown in FIG. 2, the endoscope 11 has the endo 
Scope insertion portion 15, an operation portion 25, and the 
connector portions 19A and 19B. The endoscope insertion 
portion 15 is inserted into a to-be-inspected body. The opera 
tion portion 25 performs operation for bending the front end 
of the endoscope insertion portion 15 or operation for obser 
vation. The connector portions 19A and 19B are connected to 
the operation portion 25 through a universal cord 27. Though 
not shown, various channels such as a forceps channel for 
inserting a treatment tool for sampling a tissue, a channel for 
feeding air/water, etc. are provided internally in the endo 
scope insertion portion 15. 
0030 The endoscope insertion portion 15 is constituted by 
a soft portion 31 with flexibility, a bendable portion33, and an 
endoscope front end portion (hereinafter also referred to as 
front end portion) 35. As shown in FIG. 1, irradiation ports 
37A and 37B for irradiating a to-be-observed region with 
light, and the image-taking element 17 Such as a CCD 
(Charge Coupled Device) image sensor or a CMOS (Comple 
mentary Metal-Oxide Semiconductor) image sensor for 
acquiring image information of the to-be-served region are 
disposed in the endoscope front end portion 35. In addition, 
an objective lens unit 39 is attached to the front side of an 
optical path of the image-taking element 17. 
0031. The bendable portion 33 is provided between the 
soft portion 31 and the front end portion 35 so that the bend 
able portion 33 can be bent by the rotating operation of an 
angle knob 41 disposed in the operation portion 25. The 
bendable portion 33 can be bent in any direction and at any 
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angle so as to set the direction of light emitted from the 
irradiation ports 37A and 37B of the endoscope front end 
portion 35 and the observing direction of the image-taking 
element 17 toward a desired to-be-observed region. Though 
not shown, a coverglass or a lens is also disposed on the outer 
side of each irradiation port 37A, 37B of the endoscope 
insertion portion 15. 
0032. In addition to the angle knob 41, switches 43 with 
various functions are disposed in the operation portion 25. An 
observation mode changeover switch 45 shown in FIG. 1 is 
also disposed. 
0033. The endoscope control device 13 is provided with a 
light source device 47 and a processor 49, and connected to 
the endoscope 11 through the connector portions 19A and 
19B. The light source device 47 generates illumination light 
to be supplied to the irradiation ports 37A and 37B of the 
endoscope front end portion 35. The processor 49 applies 
image processing to an image signal from the image-taking 
element 17. In addition, the aforementioned display portion 
21 and the aforementioned input portion 23 are connected to 
the processor 49. The processor 49 applies image processing 
to an image-taking signal transmitted from the endoscope 11, 
based on an instruction from the operation portion 25 of the 
endoscope 11 or from the input portion 23, so as to generate 
and Supply image data to the display portion 21. 
0034. The light source device 47 is provided with a blue 
laser light source LD 1 and a violet laser light source LD2 as 
light emitting sources. The blue laser light source LD1 is a 
semiconductor light emitting element with a central wave 
length of 445 nm. The violet laser light source LD2 is a 
semiconductor light emitting element with a central wave 
length of 405 nm. Emissions of the light sources LD1 and 
LD2 are controlled individually by a light source control 
portion 51 so that the light quantity ratio between the light 
emitted from the blue laser light source LD1 and the light 
emitted from the violet laser light source LD2 can be changed 
desirably. That is, the light source control portion 51 can 
control the color tone of the illumination light desirably. 
0035. As the blue laser light source LD1 and the violet 
laser light source LD2, broad-area type InGaN-based laser 
diodes may be used. In addition, InGaNAS-based laser diodes 
or GaNAS-based laser diodes may be also used. Further, a 
configuration using light emitters such as light emitting 
diodes may be used as the aforementioned light sources. 
0036 Laser lights emitted from the light sources LD1 and 
LD2 are inputted to optical fibers through condenser lenses 
(not shown) respectively, and guided to the connectorportion 
19A through a combiner 53 as a multiplexer and a coupler 55 
as a demultiplexer. 
0037 Laser light in which the blue laser light with a cen 

tral wavelength of 445 nm and the violet laser light with a 
central wavelength of 405 nm are multiplexed is supplied to 
the connector portion 19A, and guided to the endoscope front 
end portion 35 through optical fibers 57A and 57B respec 
tively. The blue laser light excites a fluorescent substance 59 
as a wavelength conversion member disposed in the light 
outgoing terminal of each optical fiber 57A, 57B of the endo 
Scope front end portion 35 so as to generate fluorescence. In 
addition, a part of the blue laser light is transmitted through 
the fluorescent substance 59 as it is, and emitted as white 
illumination light together with the aforementioned fluores 
cence. On the other hand, the violet laser light is transmitted 
without intensively exciting the fluorescent substance 59, and 
emitted as illumination light with a narrow-band wavelength. 
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0038 FIG.3 shows spectroscopic profiles of illumination 
lights emitted from the irradiation ports 37A and 37B by the 
violet laser light from the violet laser light source LD2 and the 
blue laser light from the blue laser light source LD1 respec 
tively. In FIG. 3, the violet laser light is expressed by an 
emission line with a central wavelength of 405 nm, and the 
blue laser light is expressed by an emission line with a central 
wavelength of 445 nm. In addition, light emitted by the fluo 
rescent substance 59 excited by the blue laser light has a 
spectral intensity distribution in which emission intensity 
increases in a wavelength band of from about 450 nm to about 
700 nm. White illumination light is formed by the profile of 
the excited emitted light and the blue laser light. 
0039. The white light mentioned herein is not strictly lim 
ited to light containing all the wavelength components of 
visible light, but may be any light if it contains light of a 
special wavelength band such as R, G or B. For example, light 
containing a wavelength component between green and red, 
light containing a wavelength component between blue and 
green, or the like, may be broadly included in the white light. 
0040. The fluorescent substance 59 is arranged to include 
a plurality of kinds of fluorescent substances (such as a YAG 
based fluorescent Substance, a fluorescent Substance contain 
ing BAM (BaMgAlO4) or the like, etc.) which absorb a 
part of the blue laser light so as to be excited to emit light 
between green and yellow. As a result, the excited light of 
green to yellow using the blue laser light as excitation light is 
combined with the blue laser light which is not absorbed but 
transmitted through the fluorescent substance 59. Thus, white 
(pseudo white) illumination light is formed. 
0041 Return to FIG. 1 again, and description will be made 
with reference thereto. As described above, the illumination 
light in which the blue laser light and the excited emitted light 
from the fluorescent substance 59 (white illumination light), 
and the illumination light (narrow-band light) formed by the 
violet laser light are set in a desired light quantity ratio by the 
light source control portion 51 is radiated from the endoscope 
front end portion 35 toward a to-be-observed region of a 
to-be-inspected body. The condition of the to-be-observed 
region irradiated with the illumination light is focused and 
imaged on the image-taking element 17 by the objective lens 
unit 39. That is, taken image data obtained thus is data of an 
image taken by use of illumination light with a spectroscopic 
profile including laser light and light emitted from a fluores 
cent Substance excited by the laser light. 
0042. After the image-taking, an image signal of the taken 
image is outputted from the image-taking element 17, passed 
through a scope cable 61, and transmitted to an A/D converter 
63 in which the image signal is converted into a digital image 
signal and inputted to an endoscope control portion 65 of the 
processor 49 through the connector portion 19b. The endo 
Scope control portion 65 sends the inputted digital image 
signal to an image processing portion 67. The image process 
ing portion 67 converts the digital image signal into image 
data and performs Suitable image processing on the image 
data to generate endoscopic image data. Then, the endoscope 
control portion 65 outputs the obtained endoscopic image 
data as an endoscopically observed image to the display por 
tion 21 so as to display the endoscopically observed image on 
the display portion 21. The endoscope control portion 65 
controls a storage portion 69 consisting of a memory or a 
storage device to store endoscopically observed image, if 
necessary. 
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0043. The storage portion 69 may be built in the processor 
49 as in the illustrated example. Alternatively the storage 
portion 69 may be connected to the processor 49 through a 
network or built in a server 71 connected through a network. 
0044 FIG. 4 shows an explanatory view schematically 
depicting blood vessels in a mucosal Surface layer of a body 
tissue. As for the mucosal surface layer of the body tissue, it 
has been reported that capillary blood vessels B2 such as 
branching vessel networks are formed between each blood 
vessel B1 in a mucosal deep layer and the mucosal Surface 
layer, and a lesion of the body tissue appears in the micro 
structure including the capillary blood vessels B2 or the like. 
Thus, in endoscopic diagnosis, the capillary blood vessels of 
the mucosal Surface layer are highlighted and observed in an 
image to detect a microscopic lesion in an early stage or 
diagnose the range of the lesion. 
0045. When illumination light is incident on a body tissue, 
the incident light is propagated diffusely in the body tissue. 
The scattering characteristic of the body tissue has a tendency 
to increase in a shorter wavelength due to the wavelength 
dependency of the absorption/scattering characteristic of the 
body tissue. That is, the invasion depth of the illumination 
light changes in accordance with the wavelength of the light. 
Accordingly, blood vessel information from capillary blood 
vessels in a mucosal Surface layer can be obtained in a wave 
length bandwa where the illumination light has a wavelength 
near 400 nm, and blood vessel information also including 
blood vessels in a deep layer can be obtained in a wavelength 
band Jub where the illumination light has a wavelength near 
500 nm. Therefore, a light source with a central wavelength of 
360 to 800 nm, preferably 365 to 515 nm, is used for obser 
vation of blood vessels in a body tissue. Particularly for 
observation of blood vessels in a surface layer, a light source 
with a central wavelength of 360 to 470 nm, preferably 400 to 
420 nm, is used. In addition, microscopic patterns in the 
mucosal Surface of the body tissue can be also highlighted and 
displayed in the aforementioned wavelength range in the 
same manner as the capillary blood vessels. 
0046 FIGS. 5A and 5B show a schematic example of 
display of an image observed by an endoscopic apparatus. 
When narrow-band light containing plenty of short-wave 
length visible components is used as illumination light, an 
image in which microscopic capillary blood vessels in a 
mucosal Surface layer or microscopic patterns in the mucosal 
surface layer are reflected clearly is obtained (FIG. 5A). 
When white light is used as illumination light, a general 
image of an affected area in which blood vessels in a mucosal 
deep layer are comparatively reflected is obtained (FIG. 5B). 
0047 That is, in an observed image obtained by concur 
rent irradiation with the white illumination light and the nar 
row-band light, the microscopic capillary blood vessels in the 
mucosal Surface layer of the body tissue or the microscopic 
patterns in the mucosal Surface layer can be highlighted to 
make it easy to identify the characteristics of the affected area 
or the observed position. That is, an observed image in which 
the affected area can be endoscopically diagnosed easily can 
be obtained. In the endoscopic apparatus 100 configured as 
shown in FIG. 1, therefore, the emission quantities of the 
white light (blue laser light and light emitted by the fluores 
cent Substance) and the narrow-band light (violet laser light) 
emitted from the endoscope front end portion 35 can be 
changed continuously and independently of each other by the 
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light source control portion 51 so that reflected lights of the 
two illumination lights can be included in one frame of a 
taken image. 
0048. The emission quantity ratio between the white illu 
mination light and the narrow-band light is set as a Suitable 
ratio. For example, the emission quantity ratio between the 
white illumination light: the narrow-band light is 1:4 to 1:8. 
Thus, it is possible to acquire an observed image in which an 
observed region can be clearly reflected by white illumination 
light while blood vessels in a mucosal Surface layer or micro 
scopic patterns in the mucosal Surface can be highlighted by 
the narrow-band light so as to make it easy to observe a 
microscopic structure of the blood vessels or pits belonging 
thereto. 
0049. Next, description will be made in the case where 
data of an endoscopic image taken by the endoscopic appa 
ratus 100 configured thus is stored in the storage portion and 
image information obtained by performing arithmetic opera 
tion on the stored endoscopic image data is displayed. 
0050 FIG. 6 is a block diagram of an endoscopic image 
display apparatus. An endoscopic image display apparatus 
200 is connected to the network to which the endoscopic 
apparatus 100 is connected. The endoscopic image display 
apparatus 200 is an apparatus which reads taken image data in 
which a taken image outputted from the endoscope 11 has 
been recorded, and which reproduces and displays the taken 
image as it is or after Suitable arithmetic operation is per 
formed on the taken image. 
0051. The endoscopic image display apparatus 200 has an 
intensity changing unit for selectively reducing the intensity 
of a specific color component of the taken image data. The 
endoscopic image display apparatus 200 can not only repro 
duce and display the taken image datajust as recorded but also 
change the color tone of an image in narrow-band imaging 
using the aforementioned narrow-band light into the color 
tone of an image in white light imaging and display the image 
with the changed color tone. 
0052. The endoscopic image display apparatus 200 has a 
control portion 81, an image analysis portion 83, an intensity 
changing portion 85 and a correction value storage portion 
87. The image analysis portion 83 analyzes data of a taken 
image. The intensity changing portion 85 changes the inten 
sity of a specific color component of the taken image based on 
a result of the analysis. The correction value storage portion 
87 Stores a correction value for increasing/decreasing a cor 
rection coefficient with which the intensity changing portion 
85 can change the intensity of the specific color component. 
In addition, the endoscopic image display apparatus 200 is 
arranged to include an input portion 89 for inputting various 
instructions to the control portion 81, and a display portion 91 
for displaying an image whose intensity has been changed. 
0053 Assume now that data of a taken image obtained 
under illumination light containing narrow-band light by the 
endoscopic apparatus 100 has been stored in a storage portion 
69A of a server 71 connected to the endoscopic apparatus 100 
through a network. Here, description will be made below on 
processing of the endoscopic image display apparatus 200 for 
reading taken image data from the storage portion 69A, per 
forming desired image processing on the taken image data 
and displaying the processed image data on the display por 
tion 91. 
0054 The endoscopic image display apparatus 200 selec 

tively reads data of a desired taken image from a data group of 
a plurality of taken images in the storage portion 69A. The 
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taken image data is still picture or motion picture data having 
a plurality of fundamental color components including blue 
(B), green (G) and red (R). The taken image data is image 
information defined by intensity values (luminance values) of 
B. G and R in each pixel. When the taken image data is data 
recorded in narrow-band imaging, the B value of the taken 
image data generally has a higher intensity level than any 
other value of the R and G values. 
0055 That is, in the narrow-band imaging, taken image 
data is produced by irradiation with illumination light having 
a distribution profile as shown in FIG. 7. Thus, the taken 
image data has higher intensity in the component of the nar 
row-band light (especially violet light with a central wave 
length of 405 nm) than the component of any other wave 
length band light. Thus, the image taken in the narrow-band 
imaging is an image tinged with blue. 
0056. When such a taken image tinged with blue is sub 
jected to image processing in accordance with various image 
processing algorithms prepared in advance for images 
obtained in normal imaging, that is, white illumination light 
imaging, luminance value failure etc. of the image occurs so 
that the image cannot be an intended image. In addition, it 
may be desired that the taken image tinged with blue in the 
narrow-band imaging is viewed with color tone in the normal 
imaging. To this end, the endoscopic image display apparatus 
200 configured thus has a function of selectively reducing the 
intensity of a specific color component corresponding to illu 
mination light with comparatively high intensity even in data 
of an image taken in the narrow-band imaging, so as to arti 
ficially change the color tone of the image into color tone of 
an image obtained by white light illumination. Thus, the data 
of the image taken in the narrow-band imaging is converted to 
have color tone in the normal imaging so that the image taken 
in the narrow-band imaging can be observed in contrast with 
an image taken in the normal imaging in the same position. In 
addition, image processing in accordance with various image 
processing algorithms can be performed normally. 
0057 Specifically, a B light component detected by the 
image-taking element 17 whose spectral sensitivity charac 
teristic is shown in FIG.8 has a higher intensity level than any 
of G and R light components in illumination light having a 
spectroscopic profile shown in FIG. 7 for narrow-band imag 
ing. Therefore, data of an image taken in the narrow-band 
imaging by the image-taking element is arithmetically pro 
cessed in the following manner to change the color tone of the 
image. 
(0058 Assume that Fbp, designates the B color component 
of the taken image data; Fgp, the G color component of the 
same: Frp, the R color component of the same: Fbq the B 
color component of the taken image data whose color tone has 
been changed; Fgq, the G color component of the same: 
Frq, and the R color component of the same. In this case, the 
taken image data (Fbp. Fgp, Frp) whose color tone has 
been changed are obtained from Expressions (1) to (3) using 
correction coefficients K. The indexes i and express a pixel 
position of the taken image. 

Fbq=Kb-Fbp... (1) 

Fgqi-Kg'Fgp ... (2) 

Frq=Kr-Frp, (3) 

0059. In the aforementioned Expressions, the correction 
coefficients Kb. Kg and Kr are set to selectively reduce the 
intensity value of the B color component of the taken image 
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data (Fbp. Fgp, Frp) whose color tone has been changed. For 
example, an intended value for reducing the intensity of the B 
color component is set correspondingly to at least one of the 
G and R color components other than the B color component. 
In the aforementioned example, in accordance with the emis 
sion quantity ratio between the white illumination light and 
the narrow-band light, the correction coefficient Kb is set in a 
range of from 4 to "/s and the correction coefficients Kg and 
Kr are set at 1, as shown in FIG. 9. 
0060. The image whose color tone has been changed by 
the correction coefficient Kb is artificially equivalent to an 
image taken by illumination light with a spectroscopic profile 
as shown in FIG. 10. That is, the taken image data after the 
change becomes an image close to an image taken by irradia 
tion with illumination light in which the intensity of the 
narrow-band light component near the central wavelength of 
405 nm shown in FIG. 7 has been selectively reduced so that 
the illumination light has a flat spectroscopic profile close to 
that of white light. In other words, the value of the correction 
coefficient Kb is set at a value by which data of an image taken 
in narrow-band imaging and highlighted with the B light 
component can be converted into data of an image taken in 
white illumination light imaging. 
0061 The aforementioned processing will be described 
with reference to FIG. 6. When there is a request for intensity 
changing processing from the input portion 89 in the endo 
scopic image display apparatus 200 shown in FIG. 6, the 
image analysis portion 83 analyzes differences in intensity 
among the B color component, the G color component and the 
R color component in the taken image data read from the 
storage portion 69A of the server 71, and decides, out of the 
fundamental colors of the taken image data, a specific color 
component whose intensity should be reduced. In an image 
taken in the narrow-band imaging, the blue color component 
is the specific color component. 
0062. The intensity changing portion 85 changes the 
intensity of the specific color component decided by the 
image analysis portion 83, based on the aforementioned 
Expressions (1) to (3). The intensity changing portion 85 
generates a taken image signal in which the intensity of the 
specific color component has been changed. The control por 
tion 81 converts the taken image signal into a display signal 
and displays the display signal on the display portion 91. 
0063. The correction coefficients Kb. Kg and Kr may not 
be set as predetermined default values but may be changed 
desirably by operation of the input portion 89. For example, 
the input portion 89 is constituted by a rotary switch, a slide 
switch or the like so that each correction coefficient can be 
changed stepwise by operation of the Switch. Alternatively, a 
volume switch or the like may be used so that each correction 
coefficient can be adjusted to increase? decrease continuously 
to an arbitrary value. When the correction coefficients are set 
by the input portion 89, the input portion 89 can be operated 
while an image displayed on the display portion 91 is 
observed. Thus, the correction coefficients can be adjusted 
while the degree of change in the intensity of the specific 
color component is visually confirmed. In this manner, the 
image can be adjusted into a desired image easily. 
0064. Since the intensity of the specific color component 
can be changed arbitrarily, the condition of microscopic 
blood vessels different in depth direction from a tissue surface 
layer can be confirmed on an image when the intensity of the 
blue color component in the aforementioned data of the 
image taken in the narrow-band imaging is changed. Thus, 
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the 3D distribution of blood vessels in the body tissue of the 
patient can be looked into so that the accuracy of diagnosis is 
improved. 
0065. When taken image data is data of an image taken 
with illumination light having a broad spectroscopic profile 
including narrow-band light based on laser light and light 
emitted from a fluorescent substance excited by the laser 
light, it is easy to adjust only the intensity level of the narrow 
band light component based on the laser light. For example, 
when taken image data is obtained by an image-taking ele 
ment which detects a plurality of fundamental color compo 
nents, the narrow-band light can be set not to be detected 
across a plurality of the fundamental color components but to 
belong to only one fundamental color component (for 
example, blue) different from the light emitted from the 
excited fluorescent substance. Thus, only the intensity of the 
fundamental color component the narrow-band light belongs 
to can be corrected easily. 
0066. In addition, the correction value storage portion 87 
stores table information for deciding the correction coeffi 
cients Kb. Kg and Kr. The values of the correction coefficients 
Kb. Kg and Kr decided by an operator of the endoscopic 
image display apparatus 200 may be corrected using the table 
information so as to increase? decrease in accordance with the 
endoscope or image-taking conditions. Thus, the intensity 
can be changed more accurately. 
0067 For example, the values of the correction coeffi 
cients Kb. Kg and Krare corrected to increase/decrease in the 
following cases: 
1) the correction coefficients are corrected to increase/de 
crease in accordance with a to-be-observed region of a to-be 
inspected body reflected in taken image data. 
2) the correction coefficients are controlled to increase/de 
crease in accordance with a calibration result of the image 
taking optics of the endoscopic apparatus 100. 
3) the correction coefficients are controlled to increase/de 
crease in accordance with the total lighting time of each light 
source LD1, LD2 of the light source device 47. 
0068 Information about the to-be-observed region of the 
to-be-inspected body, information about the calibration result 
and information about the total lighting time are recorded in 
a header portion of a data recording structure of taken image 
data when the taken image data is recorded into the storage 
portion 69A. 
0069. As for the to-be-observed region of the to-be-in 
spected body, when data of an image taken by the endoscopic 
apparatus is recorded into the storage portion 69A shown in 
FIG. 6, the endoscopic apparatus refers to an inspection order 
database 72 of the server 71 to determine an inspection the 
taken image data to be recorded is for. Information about the 
to-be-observed region corresponding to the image is written 
into a header portion of the taken image data. 
0070. As shown in inspection orders and their contents 
recorded in the inspection order database in FIG. 11, taken 
image data of an inspection performed by the endoscopic 
apparatus is associated with an inspection No., a patient ID, 
etc., so that the inspection order the taken image data belongs 
to can be identified. With reference to the contents of the 
identified inspection order, the endoscopic apparatus writes 
information about a to-be-observed region of the inspection 
order, such as “esophagus”, “gaster” or “duodenum', into the 
header portion of the taken image data on the way of the 
endoscopic inspection or after the inspection. 
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0071. In the endoscopic image display apparatus 200 
which has read the taken image data, the control portion 81 
reads information about the to-be-observed region from the 
header portion of the taken image data. The control portion 81 
obtains correction values corresponding to the to-be-ob 
served region with reference to the correction value storage 
portion 87. Since the tinge of an image varies in accordance 
with the to-be-observed region of a patient, correction values 
are registered in advance in the correction value storage por 
tion 87 as follows. That is, correction values with which the 
intensity of the R color component will be reduced are regis 
tered for “gaster whose image will be tinged with red, and 
correction values with which the intensities of the G color 
component and the R color component will be reduced are 
registered for “duodenum' whose image will be tinged with 
yellow. That is, suitable correction values are obtained from 
the correction value storage portion 87 in accordance with the 
to-be-observed region of the taken image data, and an 
intended value of intensity to be reduced for the specific color 
component of the taken image data is corrected based on the 
correction values. That is, the values of the correction coef 
ficients Kb. Kg and Kronce set by the identified specific color 
component are corrected to increase? decrease based on the 
correction values in accordance with the to-be-observed 
region. 
0072 Next, description will be made in the case where the 
correction coefficients are corrected to increase? decrease in 
accordance with the calibration result of the image-taking 
optics. For white balance adjustment, a cylindrical white cap 
whose inside is whitened is attached to the front end of the 
endoscope insertion portion 15 (see FIG. 2) before endo 
scopic inspection, and an image is taken by irradiation with 
predetermined illumination light. The balance among inten 
sity values of the B color component, the G color component 
and the R color component is adjusted so that the color tone of 
the image taken in that condition can be displayed in proper 
white. 
0073. The storage portion 69 (see FIG. 1) stores informa 
tion about the set white balance. With reference to the infor 
mation about the white balance, the image processing portion 
67 corrects an image signal Supplied from the image-taking 
element 17 to always have proper color balance. 
0074. However, when the intensity of the specific color 
component is selectively reduced, it is not necessary to adjust 
the white balance of the taken image data. It is rather prefer 
able to recover the intensity value where the white balance has 
not yet been adjusted, with respect to use of an accurate 
detection signal from the image-taking element as it is. To this 
end, the information about the white balance is read from the 
header portion of the taken image data and processing of 
arithmetic operation is carried out in connection with the 
aforementioned processing for selectively reducing the inten 
sity value of the B color component, so that the taken image 
data recorded after the adjustment of the white balance can be 
changed to have each intensity value in which the white 
balance has not yet been adjusted. By this processing, the 
intensity change carried out by the adjustment of the white 
balance is cancelled so that more accurate information of the 
taken image can be displayed. 
0075) Next, description will be made in the case where the 
correction coefficients are controlled to increase? decrease in 
accordance with the total lighting time of each light Source 
LD1, LD2 of the light source device 47. Each light source 
LD1, LD2 shown in FIG. 1 is lit under the control of the light 
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source control portion 51. The time for the light source con 
trol portion 51 to light each light source LD1, LD2 is counted 
by a timer 95. Generally, a change in intensity of light emis 
sion caused by deterioration with age is recognized in any 
light emitting element such as a laser diode, and the light 
emitting element has a characteristic in the intensity of light 
emission decreasing gradually with increase of the time of 
lighting. 
(0076 FIG. 12 shows the relationship between the total 
lighting time of a laser diode and the intensity of light emis 
sion of the laser diode. Assume that the intensity of light 
emission is Pa when the total lighting time is ta, as shown in 
FIG. 12. In this case, when the correction coefficients Kb. Kg 
and Krare decided for reducing the specific color component 
based on the intensity of light emission, the correction coef 
ficients Kb. Kg and Kr will be displaced from their optimum 
values if the intensity of light emission drops down to Pb due 
to the total lighting time reaching th. 
0077. Therefore, the information about the total lighting 
time is read from the header portion of the taken image data in 
order to correct each correction coefficient Kb. Kg, Kr in 
accordance with the light quantity from each light source for 
the inspection. Then, a correction value corresponding to the 
reduction in the intensity of light emission is obtained based 
on the relationship between the total lighting time and the 
intensity of light emission stored in the storage portion 69 (see 
FIG. 1), and the value of each correction coefficient Kb. Kg, 
Kronce set is corrected to increase/decrease by the obtained 
correction value. By this processing, accurate information of 
the taken image can be always displayed without being influ 
enced by deterioration of each light source with age. 
0078. In the light source device 47 of the endoscopic appa 
ratus 100 which has been described above, the narrow-band 
light is generated by violet laser light. However, the narrow 
band light may be generated by a light emitting diode, or 
another configuration may be used. 
007.9 FIG. 13 shows another configuration example of the 
light source device. A light source device 47A has a white 
light source 101 Such as a Xenon lamp, a halogen lamp or a 
metal halide lamp, a movable slit 103 for adjusting the light 
quantity, a filter unit 109 including a motor 105 and a rotary 
filter 107 driven to rotate by the motor 105, and a light source 
control portion 111 for controlling the white light source 101, 
the movable slit 103 and the motor 105. An R filter, a G filter 
and a B filter for extracting each color light and a special light 
filter for extracting the aforementioned short-wavelength vis 
ible narrow-band light are disposed in the rotary filter 107. 
0080 Light transmitted through the rotary filter 107 is 
incident on an optical fiber bundle 115 through a condenser 
lens 113, passed through the optical fiber bundle 115, and 
guided to the front end portion 35 of the endoscope 11. Then, 
the light is radiated as illumination light from the endoscope 
front end portion 35 to the to-be-inspected body. The image 
taking optics is similar to that in the configuration shown in 
FIG. 1, and description thereof will be therefore omitted here. 
0081. In this configuration example, an optics using a 
frame sequential method is formed. That is, an image is taken 
in sync with the rotation of the rotary filter 107 so that an R 
image, a G image, a B image and a narrow-band light image 
can be obtained sequentially. Those images (R image--G 
image+B image, G image--narrow-band light image, or the 
like) are processed to be synchronized with one another, so as 
to generate a color image. 
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0082 In taken image data obtained when narrow-band 
imaging is performed using this light source device, the inten 
sity of the B color component increases due to the narrow 
band light. As described previously, therefore, processing is 
performed to selectively reduce the intensity of the B color 
component in comparison with the intensities of the other G 
and R color components, so that the image can be converted 
into an image observed in normal imaging. 
0083. The invention is not limited to the aforementioned 
exemplary embodiment, but the invention is also intended to 
be modified or applied by those skilled in the art based on the 
description of this specification and known techniques, and 
those modifications and applications are also included in the 
Scope of protection of the invention. For example, although 
the intensity of the blue color component of taken image data 
is selectively reduced in an image obtained in narrow-band 
imaging, similar operation and effect to those described 
above can be obtained when the detected intensity of a light 
component radiated intensively is reduced in the case where 
illumination light is radiated intensively in another wave 
length band than the blue color light. 
0084 As described above, the following items are dis 
closed in this specification. 
0085 (1) An endoscopic image display apparatus reads 
taken image data in which a taken image outputted from an 
endoscope is recorded, and reproduces and displays the taken 
image. The taken image data includes intensity information 
about a plurality of fundamental color components. The 
endoscopic image display apparatus includes an intensity 
changing unit which selectively reduces intensity of a specific 
color component in the taken image data by using the inten 
sity information. 
0.086 According to this endoscopic image display appa 
ratus, even when the taken image data is data of an image 
taken using illumination light in which the intensity of emit 
ted light of a specific wavelength band has been enhanced, the 
intensity (luminance value) of a component of the specific 
wavelength band is selectively reduced so that the image can 
be converted to have color tone in normal imaging and dis 
played. Thus, comparison between images or application of 
various image processings can be performed to improve the 
accuracy of endoscopic diagnosis. 
0087 (2) The endoscopic image display apparatus accord 
ing to (1), the specific color component is a blue color com 
ponent. 
0088 According to this endoscopic image display appa 
ratus, the fundamental color component which is a blue color 
component is reduced so that, for example, an image in which 
a B light component has been selectively reduced from the 
illumination light in the narrow-band imaging can be dis 
played. 
0089 (3) The endoscopic image display apparatus accord 
ing to (2), intensity of the blue color component includes 
intensity of a light component of a wavelength band of from 
400 nm to 420 nm. 

0090 According to this endoscopic image display appa 
ratus, intensity can be changed particularly for taken image 
data in which capillary blood vessels in a surface layer of a 
body tissue or microscopic patterns in a mucosal Surface have 
been highlighted and displayed. 
0091 (4) The endoscopic image display apparatus accord 
ing to any one of (1) to (3), the intensity changing unit 
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includes an input portion which arbitrarily sets an intended 
value of reduction in the intensity of the specific color com 
ponent. 
0092 According to this endoscopic image display appa 
ratus, the degree of highlighted display of the specific color 
component can be changed, or the highlighted display can be 
canceled desirably. 
0093 (5) The endoscopic image display apparatus accord 
ing to any one of (1) to (4), the intensity changing unit uses 
intensity of at least one of the fundamental color components 
other than the specific color component, as the intended value 
of reduction in the intensity of the specific color component. 
0094. According to this endoscopic image display appa 
ratus, the intensity of the specific color component is reduced 
to the same level as the intensity of another fundamental color 
so that the color tone of the image can be made close to the 
color tone of an image taken in normal imaging 
0.095 (6) The endoscopic image display apparatus accord 
ing to any one of (1) to (5), the taken image data is arranged 
to include the intensity information about the plurality of 
fundamental color components and information about image 
taking conditions for the taken image data. The intensity 
changing unit includes a correction value storage portion and 
an intensity changing portion. The correction value Storage 
portion stores a correction value for correcting an intended 
value of reduction in the intensity of the specific color com 
ponent in accordance with the image-taking conditions. The 
intensity changing portion (i) acquires, from the correction 
value storage portion, the correction value corresponding to 
the information about the image-taking conditions read from 
the taken image data, (ii) corrects the intended value of reduc 
tion in the intensity with the acquired correction value, and 
(iii) changes the intensity of the specific color component. 
0096. According to this endoscopic image display appa 
ratus, an intended value of reduction in the intensity of the 
specific color component is changed in accordance with the 
image-taking conditions for the taken image data so that the 
intensity can be changed in accordance with the image-taking 
conditions. 
0097 (7) The endoscopic image display apparatus accord 
ing to (6), the information about the image-taking conditions 
is information about a to-be-observed region of a to-be-in 
spected body in the taken image data. 
0098. According to this endoscopic image display appa 
ratus, the degree of reduction in the intensity of the taken 
image data is adjusted in accordance with each to-be-ob 
served region of the to-be-inspected body so that the intensity 
can be changed properly for the to-be-observed region. 
0099 (8) The endoscopic image display apparatus accord 
ing to (6), the information about the image-taking conditions 
is information about a white balance adjustment value for 
adjusting white balance of the taken image outputted by the 
endoscope. 
0100. According to this endoscopic image display appa 
ratus, the degree of reduction in the intensity of the taken 
image data is adjusted in accordance with the adjusted value 
of white balance of the endoscope so that the change in 
intensity caused by the adjustment of the white balance can be 
cancelled to display more accurate information of the taken 
image. 
0101 (9) The endoscopic image display apparatus accord 
ing to (6), the information about the image-taking conditions 
is lighting time information which expresses total lighting 
time of a light source provided in the endoscope. 
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0102 According to this endoscopic image display appa 
ratus, accurate information of the taken image can be always 
displayed without being influenced by deterioration of the 
light source with age. 
0103 (10) The endoscopic image display apparatus 
according to any one of (1) to (9), the taken image data is data 
of an image taken with illumination light whose spectro 
scopic profile includes laser light and light emitted from a 
fluorescent substance excited by the laser light. 
0104. According to this endoscopic image display appa 
ratus, the image data is taken by irradiation with a combina 
tion of narrow-band light based on laser light and illumination 
light which has a broad spectroscopic profile and which is 
light emitted from the fluorescent Substance. Accordingly, 
only the level of intensity of the narrow-band light component 
can be adjusted easily. For example, when taken image data is 
obtained by the image-taking element which detects a plural 
ity of fundamental color components, the narrow-band light 
can be set not to be detected across a plurality of the funda 
mental color components but to belong to only one funda 
mental component different from the light emitted from the 
excited fluorescent substance. Thus, only the intensity of the 
fundamental color component the narrow-band light belongs 
to can be corrected easily. 
What is claimed is: 
1. An endoscopic image display apparatus which reads 

taken image data in which a taken image outputted from an 
endoscope is recorded, and which reproduces and displays 
the taken image, the taken image data including intensity 
information about a plurality of fundamental color compo 
nents, the endoscopic image display apparatus comprising: 

an intensity changing unit that selectively reduces intensity 
of a specific color component in the taken image data by 
using the intensity information. 

2. The endoscopic image display apparatus according to 
claim 1, wherein: 

the specific color component is a blue color component. 
3. The endoscopic image display apparatus according to 

claim 2, wherein: 
intensity of the blue color component includes intensity of 

a light component of a wavelength band of from 400 nm 
to 420 nm. 

4. The endoscopic image display apparatus according to 
claim 1, wherein: 

the intensity changing unit includes an input portion which 
arbitrarily sets an intended value of reduction in the 
intensity of the specific color component. 
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5. The endoscopic image display apparatus according to 
claim 1, wherein: 

the intensity changing unit uses intensity of at least one of 
the fundamental color components other than the spe 
cific color component, as the intended value of reduction 
in the intensity of the specific color component. 

6. The endoscopic image display apparatus according to 
claim 1, wherein: 

the taken image data is arranged to include the intensity 
information about the plurality of fundamental color 
components and information about image-taking condi 
tions for the taken image data; and 

the intensity changing unit includes: 
a correction value storage portion which stores a correc 

tion value for correcting an intended value of reduc 
tion in the intensity of the specific color component in 
accordance with the image-taking conditions; and 

an intensity changing portion which (i) acquires, from 
the correction value storage portion, the correction 
value corresponding to the information about the 
image-taking conditions read from the taken image 
data, (ii) corrects the intended value of reduction in 
the intensity with the acquired correction value, and 
(iii) changes the intensity of the specific color com 
ponent. 

7. The endoscopic image display apparatus according to 
claim 6, wherein: 

the information about the image-taking conditions is infor 
mation about a to-be-observed region of a to-be-in 
spected body in the taken image data. 

8. The endoscopic image display apparatus according to 
claim 6, wherein: 

the information about the image-taking conditions is infor 
mation about a white balance adjustment value for 
adjusting white balance of the taken image outputted by 
the endoscope. 

9. The endoscopic image display apparatus according to 
claim 6, wherein: 

the information about the image-taking conditions is light 
ing time information which expresses total lighting time 
of a light source provided in the endoscope. 

10. The endoscopic image display apparatus according to 
claim 1, wherein: 

the taken image data is data of an image taken with illumi 
nation light whose spectroscopic profile includes laser 
light and light emitted from a fluorescent Substance 
excited by the laser light. 
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