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This invention relates to containers for
dining table cutlery, such as knives, forks
and spoons, and more particularly to types
of containers in which the several articles

5 housed therein are readily accessible for serv-
ice, the device being an improvement over my
co-pending application entitled “Sanitary
eating implement dispensing device”, filed
March 12, 1926, Serial No. 94,159.

Devices for similar purposes, especially as
used in restaurants and like public eating
‘houses, are ordinarily of the tray variety into

~which the fingers of customers may readily
enter, usually grasping the knives by the
15 blades, the forks by their tines and the spoons

by their bowls, such handling being highly
unsanitary and offensively repugnant to peo-
ple of discrimination, for not only are the

. articles selected touched, but those adjacent
20 are subjected to contact with unclean hands.

"Another type of container consists of a

casing in which the implements are placed

upright, with their handle portions at the
bottom or lowermost part, compelling the

‘25 user to grasp the operative parts in the hands

and further, the disposition of the knives and
forks is such as to be dangerous to persons
who inadvertently bring the hand forcibly
against the sharp projecting elements of the
implements.

Having these disadvantages in view, it is
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one of the objects of the present invention.

to devise a hygienic container having com-
partments’ for each of the various -utensils
in which they may be stored in considerable
quantities in a sanitary manner and taken,
one at a time, in a convenient and easy man-
ner from a shelf-like extension onto which
they are automatically and progressively de-
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prevent contamination of the remaining ar-
ticles. -

It is a further feature to provide an at-
tractive and sanitary container for such ar-
ticles, that can be manufactured at a mod-
erate expense, that occupies no more room
than the types now in use, and which pre-
sents opportunity for utilization as an ad-
vertising medium.

These and other advantageous features
which will appear as the description pro-
gresses, are accomplished by the novel de-
sign, construction and arrangement of parts,
hereinafter described and illustrated in the
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livered, the device being so arranged as to’

accompanying drawing, forming a material
part of this 3180108111‘8, and in which :—
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Figure 1 is a perspective view of an em-

bodiment of the invention. ,
Figure 2 is a vertical sectional view taken
approximately on line 2—2 of Figure 3.
Figure 3 1s a transverse sectional view
taken on line 3—3 of Figure 2.
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In the drawing, the numeral 10 generally

designates a sheet metal casing provided with
a cover 11 hinged at 12 along the upper rear
edge; the cover having; at the front, a hous-
ing 13 containing an electric light 14 so that
a “legertd” on a window 15, in the housing,
will readily show through.

The front edges 16 of the side walls of the 7

casing 10 are scalloped so as to conform to'the
undulating sections 17 of the front wall.
Alternate sections 17 are curved inwardly,
as.at 18, to present a smoothly rounded sur-
face, while the lower edges 19 of the remain-
ing sections are bent o%liquely outward to
present ledges 20; the top section 17 con-
necting with a flat plate 21 which may be used
for an advertising display. S
Secured intermediate the said walls of the
casing are a plurality of vertical partition
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plates 22 curved forwardly at their lower

ends, meeting the ledges 19, to form com-
partments 23, 24, 25 and 26 in which may be
respectively placed, tea spoons, table spoons,
knives and forks. ' ‘

By reason of the fact that the tea spoons
are shorter than the other utensils, the com-
partment 23 is reduced by the insertion
therein of a pair of spacers 27 at its ends,
to prevent the spoons from moving out of
proper position. -

Thus, the implements are placed in the
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compartments through the various top open-

ings so that the lowermost will abut the
ledge 19. : .
To remove the utensils, the fingers may be
inserted through the spaces between the lip
20 and the adjacent curved portion 18 of the

.section 17, the space being.of such size as

to allow the removal of only one implement
at a time. :
~. As the utensils are taken out, the next suc-
ceeding one will fall by gravity into an ac-
cessible position. : :

It may thus be seen that a sanitary dis-
penser has been disclosed capable of contain-
Ing a very large quantity of table ware
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although it requires no more room than the

~heretofore unsanitary trays.

In addition, its attractive appearance

makes it a fine advertising medium.

The foregoing disclosure is to be regarded

" as descriptive and illustrative and not as re-

strictive or limitative of the general scope
herein indicated and denoted in the appended
claims. : ‘ B :

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is:— \ ’ »

1. A dispensing container comprising a
casing having an outwardly inclined front
wall containing a series of transverse open-

- ings arranged In tiered relation, a plurality
* of vertical partitions forming compartments
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parallel with the upper front portion of the
casing, said partitions being curved out-
wardly towards the front at their lower por-
tions to register with the transverse open-
ings, and means above and below the open-

- ings at the front edges of the partitions to

normally prevent the discharge of articles
from said compartments. )

2. A dispensing container comprising an
upright casing having an undulated, for-
wardly projecting front wall in its main por-
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tion, each alternate undulation being open,
a compartment for each type of article in said 30
casing, said compartments being open at
their tops and curved at their lower ends to
register with openings in the front wall of---

‘the casing, the curved portions gradually in-

creasing in area, the openings permitting 35
finger insertion to seize the outermost article,
and means to restrain the articles from be-
coming prematurely discharged. ‘

3. A dispensing container comprising a
casing having an offset upper portion and 40
an undulating front wall, the undulations be-

"ing arranged in parallel paired relation, a

plurality of article containing compartments
in said casing, said compartments being open
at the top and curved at their lower ends to 45
register with openings formed in the front
wall of said casing, the curved portions being
gradually expanded, a curved element on the
lower edge of each closed undulation reach-
ing into the space in the compartments, and 50
a Iip at the lower end of each compartment
tfo‘ prevent the discharge of the articles there-
rom. ‘
In testimony whereof I aflix my signature.
WILLIAM R. GRUBER.



