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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CARLTON H. MERRILL,
of Troy, in the county of Rensselaer and State
of New York, have invented a new and Im-
proved Corset-Fastener, of which the follow-
ingis a full, clear, and exact deseription.

"The object of the invention is to provide a
new and improved corset-fastener which is
simple and durable in eonstruction, easily
manipulated,and arranged to simultaneously
open and close the several fasteners on the
busks.

The invention consists of three busks, of
which one ismovable,thesecond carries studs,
and the third is provided with a rigid jaw
pivotally connected with a movable jaw ful-
crumed on the movable busk, the said jaws

‘being adapted to engage the studs.

"The invention also consists of certain parts
and details and combinations of the same, as
will be fully described hereinafter, and then

pointed out in the claims.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a partof this specification,
in which similar characters of reference indi-
cate corresponding parts in all the figures.

Figure 1is a face view of the improvement
as applied with part broken out. Fig. 2isan
enlarged face view of theimprovement. Fig.
3 is a like view of the same with the jaws
open, and Fig. 4is a sectional plan view of the
same on the line 4 4 of Fig. 2. .

The improved corset-fastener is provided
with three busks A, B, and C, of which the
busk A is secured on one edge D of the cor-
set, while the other busk Bis fastened on the

“other edge D’, and the third busk C is fitted

to slide loosely onto the edge D’ alongside the
busk B.

The lower end of the busk Cis formed with
a suitable handle ¢V, projecting below the
lower end of the edge D' to permit the wearer
to conveniently take hold of the handle to
pull the busk C for opening the corset, as
hereinafter more fully desecribed.

On the busk A are secured the usual studs
E, each adapted to be engaged by a pair of
jaws I and G, formed with recesses in oppo-
site edges to engage the shank of the stud.
The jaw F is stationary and is secured at one
end to the fixed busk B, the jaw extending
across the busk C and the busk A, as plainly

illustrated in the drawings. The other jaw
G is pivotally connected at its inner end to
the busk C and at its outer end to a plate I,
secured on the free end of the jaw F. Springs
I, held on the busk A, engage with their free
endsthe movable busk, so as to hold the latter
normally in an uppermost position, as shown
in Fig. 1, that is, with the jaws I and G
closed on the studs E, secured to the busk A.
Now it is evident that when a pullis exerted
on the handle C' in a downward direction
then the busk Cmoves downward,andin doing
so imparts a swinging motionin a downward
direction to the several jaws G, so that the
studs E will become unlocked and the jaws
F and G can be readily moved away from the
said studs and the busk A to open the corset.
In a like manner when it is desired to close
the edges D and D' of the corset the operator
pulls the busk Cdownward to move the jaws F
and G into an open position to permit the
heads of thestudsE to pass between the jaws,
after which the operator releases the busk C
to permit the springs I to move the. busk C
upward. The jaws F and G then close onto
the shanks of the studs E, so that the edges
D and D' of the corset are securely fastened
one to the other.

The back plate of the hinge H extendsfor-
wardly along the jaws F and G up to the re-
cesses in the jaws to abut against the shanks
of the studs E, so that the jawsin closing en-
gage with their recesses the shank of the stud.

It will be seen that this device is very sim-
ple and durable in construction, not liable
to get out of order, cannot unhook, can be
cheaply manufactured,and enablesthe wearer
to simultaneously manipulate the several
fastening devices to open and close the edges
of the corset.

Having thus deseribed my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

1. A corset-fastener, having a fixed and a
movable busk and provided with a pair of
jaws, of which one is fixed to the fixed busk
and the other of which is pivotally connected
with the free end of the first jaw and also piv-
otally connected with the movable busk, sub-
stantially as shown and described.

2. A corset - fastener, comprising three
busks, of which one is movable and the sec-
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ond carries studs, a rigid jaw secured on the
third busk, and a movable jaw pivotally con-
nected with the outer end of the rigid jaw and
with the said movable busk, the adjacent
edges of the said jaws being formed with re-
cesses for engaging the shanks of the said
studs, substantially as shown and described.

3. A corset-fastener, comprising three
busks, of which one is movable and the sec-
ond carries studs, a rigid jaw secured on the
third busk, and a movable jaw pivotally con-
nected with the outer end of the rigid jaw and
with the said movable busk, the adjacentends
of the said jaws being formed with recesses
for engaging the shanks of the said studs,and
springs for holding the said movable buskin

an uppermost position,substantially as shown
and described. .

4, A corset - fastener having a fixed and a
movable busk, a jaw fixed to the fixed busk
and projecting laterally therefrom, and a see-
ond jaw pivoted to the outer end of the first
jaw and extending inwardly toward the fixed
busk and having its inner end pivoted to the
movable busk, whereby the busk may slide to

swing the second jaw bodily toward and from

the first jaw, substantially as described.
CARLTON H. MERRILL.
Witnesses:
CLARENCE E. McNuTT,
ReEDIE A. DE FREEST.
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