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To (til tufi. On it invay concer'7. 
Beit known that I, HENRY DENVER, a citi 

Zen of the United States of America, residing 
in Springfield, in the county of Hampden and 
State of Massachusetts, have invented new 
and useful Improvements in a Messenger-Call 
System for Buildings, of which the following 
is a specification, reference being had to the 
accompanying drawing, and letters of refer 
ence marked thereon, in which drawing illus 
trate in a single figure the construction and 
arrangement of my device. 

In detail, C indicates the supporting-board; 
l, a messenger-call box; c, a dial-plate having 
figures marked thereon; d, a supplementary 
dial-plate; e, a pointer for the first-described 
dial-plate; f, removable covers or tabs for the 
second-described dial-plate; g, a pocket or re 
ceptacle for blanks; h, a similar pocket for 
cards and messages, and a desk. 
My invention has for its object the arrange 

ment for purposes of convenience of a call 
box suitably connected in the usual way with 
the central office, located at some convenient 
position in the building for the use of all the 
occupants in the building or in a certain sec 
tion of said building, to do away with the ne 
cessity of providing each room with a call 
box, thus saving expense of a great number 
of boxes, with the wiring required for the 
same and expense of keeping the same in or 
der, and avoiding also the great danger of 
fire resulting from a great number of wires, 
and doing away with the necessity of more 
than one lightning-arrester. 
My invention consists in the arrangelment, 

with the call-box conveniently located for two 
or more occupants, of one or more indicators 
which may be set to indicate or point out the 
room from which the messenger-call was sent 
Out. 
The call-box and dials or indicators before 

referred to will be located, as stated, in a con 
venient place in the building, so that all may 
have ready access to it if they desire. I pre 
fer that a suitable board at be provided, upon 
which I mount the dials or other similar de 
vice or indicator, and upon which I also mount 
a call-box, and at the lower portion of the 

5o board I provide pockets for the purpose of 

holding blanks and also for the reception of 
cards or messages, and for further conveni 
ence I provide a suitable shelf or desk with 
a pen and pencil rack arranged above the 
Sale. 
The method of procedure with this device 

is as follows: If the occupant of any compart 
ment wishes to call a messenger he goes to the 
call-box and rings up the central station in 
the common well-known manner and sets the 
pointere upon the dial c to indicate the num 
ber of his room, leaving the same in that po 
sition. When the messenger arrives he 
glances at the indicator and calls at the room 
So indicated, returning the pointer to the zero 
mark. 
it has been responded to, a second or third 
party desires to send out a call, he, upon 
finding the pointer e away from the zero 
mark, removes the cover or tablf from the 
number corresponding with the number at 
which he finds the pointer. He then sets the 
pointer to indicate the number of his room or 
he leaves the pointer where it is and throws 
the tab off from his number, and upon the 
messenger arriving he calls at the rooms 
which are indicated by the numbers where 
the tabs are removed and as indicated by the 
pointer. 

It will be seen that the pointer and the dial 
c may be done away with and that the dial 
or indicator d alone may be employed, the 
messenger in each instance moving the tab 
to cover the number after responding to the 
call. - 

If the service is required for delivering tele 
grams or messages the same may be depos 
ited in the pocket or receptacle and will be 
taken by the messenger without calling at 
any room unless the indicator shows a num 
ber exposed or the pointer set at a room-nium 
ber. It will be readily seen, therefore, that 
by such arrangement a single call-box will 
suffice for the convenience of all the occu 
pants in the building and may be arranged 
with sufficient numbers to indicate the sepa 
rate desks in each room, if desired. 

It will be readily seen that different forms 
of indicators can be used in combination with 
a call-box and be within the scope of my in 
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vention, it simply being necessary that such 
indicator be capable of designating to the 
messenger the room or desk at which his serv 
ices are required. For instance, a board pro 
vided with numbered openings or marked 
and removable pegs would serve as a crude 
but simple form of indicator. Various forms 
of indicators will readily suggest themselves 
to the mind of one familiar with this branch 
of mechanics. - 

Having therefore described my invention, 
what I claim, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is 

1. A messenger-call system for buildings 
consisting of the combination with a call-box 
conveniently located with respect to a certain 
number of rooms, said call-box being electri 
cally connected with the central station of an 
indicator located adjacent to said call-box 
and adapted to be set to indicate either of 
said rooms substantially as and for the pur 
poses described. 

2. In a messenger-call system for buildings 
having a number of occupants the combina 
tion. With a single call-box conveniently lo 

cated with reference to two or more of said 
rooms and electrically connected with the 
central station, of an indicator located adja 
cent to said call-box, said indicator being pro 
vided with a dial having thereon a series of 
marks corresponding to those of said rooms 
and a movable pointer adapted to be moved 
to either of said marks and a second dial cor 
responding to those on the first dial, and 
covers arranged to be moved so as to disclose 
the numbers upon the second dial, substan 
tially as and for the purposes stated. 

3. The combination of a supporting board 
C. With call-box b mounted thereon and an in 
dicator upon the same board said board be 
ing located in the building at a convenient 
position to be reached by the occupants of 
various rooms, said call-box being electrically 
connected with the central station, substan 
tially as and for the purposes stated. 

HENRY DENVER. 
Witnesses: 

ALLEN WEBSTER, 
E. C. STICKNEY. 

  


