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To all whom it may concern: - 
Be it known that I, BENJAMIN P. CRITCH 

LOW, a citizen of the United States, residing 
at Ogden, in the county of Weber, Territory 
of Utah, have invented certain new and use 
ful Improvements in. Letter-Files, of which 
the following is a description, reference being 
had to the accompanying drawings and to the 
letters of reference marked thereon. 
My invention relates to letter files, and 

more particularly to that class of files which 
form a temporary binder for the papers filed, 
my object being to provide a construction 
dispensing with the use of springs and simi 
lar mechanism, and employing parts which 
are positively and directly operated by the 
user of the file, thus affording less opportu 
nity for the various parts to become disar 
ranged or Weakened, and to this end the in 
vention consists of the various matters here 
in after described and claimed. 
The accompanying drawings illustrate my 

invention, in which 
Figure 1 is a perspective of a file embody 

ing my invention. Fig. 2 is a detail of the 
member for securing the papers in the file. 
Fig. 3 is another view of said securing mem 
ber showing a part of the same detached 
from the body thereof whereby a desired 
number of paperS may be removed without 
disturbing the others; and Fig. 4 is a detail 
showing the stop for the lock upon the secur 
ing member. 

In the drawings, A represents a case to the 
35 rear of which is hinged an end C having 
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hinged thereupon a top D carrying the se. 
curing member E, this double hinging of the 
end and top making it possible to lay both 
flat upon a table or desk so that the papers 
upon the inner portion of the securing mem 
ber will not be broken because of falling into 
the case over the edge of the end C near the 
securing member. 
While it will, especially with easily broken 

papers, befound best to open the case so that 
the end C and cover D lie flat, with certain 
classes of paper, as thin letter paper, there 
would be no danger of breaking because of 

falling over an edge of the case, while it will 
be found advantageous to raise the inner 
edge of the cover D to provide an inclined 
support or desk for those papers lying and 
being inspected upon said cover, and for this 
reason the end C is made to fit and swing be 
tween the sides B of the case, while the cover 
D, which over most of its surface is wider 
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than the opening of the case So that it may 
snugly close the same, is, for a short distance 
from the hinge attaching it to the end C, 
narrowed to the width of said end, thus form 
ing the shoulders d by reason of which it will 
be readily seen that the end and cover may 
be swung into the case until said shoulders 
rest against the edges b of the sides B, thus 
forming the desired inclined support for the 
papers. 

Referring now to the securing member E, 
which forms the principal feature of the pres 
ent invention, a plate F is fastened upon the 
cover D, from which plate project the retain 
ing wires G, while hinged upon said plate is 
a second plate H carrying the retaining wires 
L. Wires G and L are bent toward each other 
to form an arch, as shown in Fig. 2, and that 
the point of juncture may be as Smooth as 
possible to permit of the ready passage of the 
various papers along said wires, the wires G. 
are provided at theirends with recesses, while 
the wires L are narrowed to enter these re 
cesses, the outer surfaces of the sets of wires 
registering. It will thus be seen that by 
swinging the plate H, the connection between 
the wires at the top of the arch is broken and 
papers may be slipped over the ends of the 
wires freed in this way, while should it be 
desired to remove any paper, those papers 
above it may be slid upon the stationary wires 
G, and then the hinged plate moved, which 
will allow of the desired removal without the 
slightest disturbance or confusion in order of 
the other papers. Frequently papers upon 
the same file relate to various subjects, those 
referring to a kindred subject being placed 
together, and for this and other reasons it is 
sometimes desired to remove groups of the 
papers. That this may be readily accom 
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plished, the hinged plate is detachably se 
cured to the plate F, preferably by means of 
the removable hinge pin M, and in this way 
the desired papers may be slipped upon the 
wires L., the hinge pin withdrawn, and the 
plate H carrying the said wires renoved. 
Obviously it will be found advantageous to 

lock the wires when in their arched position, 
and this may be accomplished in various 
ways. I prefer to use that shown as it affords 
a convenient means for attaching the wires 
G as well as for attaching the locking de 
vice. In this construction the plate F is 
provided along its inner edge with a bent-up 
portion f upon the ends of which are formed 
eyelets f. Through these eyelets pass the 
wires G, the eyelets being firmly clamped to 
hold the wires in position, and each wire after 

: passing through its eyelet, extends for a short 
distance a little above and parallel with the 
plate F, this being shown at g. The lower 
portions of the wires thus form guides, and 
upon then slides a plate N having its sides 
bent around the wires, while projecting from 
it is a lip , which when the wires are in their 
arched position, and the plate slipped along 
the guides, overlaps and thus secures the 
hinged plate H. Suitable means as the ears 
in are provided for moving the locking plate, 
while, the ends of the wires G being con 
nected as by wire g, and the sides of the 
locking plate extending sufficiently around 
the projecting portions of the wires, the plate 
is prevented from slipping off the guides and 
being lost because of the connection between 
the projecting portions g lying in the path of 
the bent edges of the plate. 

Having thus described my invention, what 
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is 

1. A letter file comprising a case, one of the 
walls of which is hinged upon the bottom, a 
plate hinged to Said wall, a securing member 
for the papers to be filed carried by said plate, 
and means for limiting the movement of the 
hinged wall; substantially as described. 

2. A letter file comprising a case open at 
One end, a wall hinged to swing in said open 
end, a plate hinged upon said wall, a securing 
member for the papers to be filed carried by 
Said plate, and stops upon said plate; sub 
stantially as described. 

3. A letter file comprising a case, one of the 
walls of which is hinged upon the bottom to 
SWing in Wardly, and a plate hinged to said 
Wall, Said plate being for a distance adjacent 
to the hinged wall of a width no greater than 
the opening through which the hinged wall 
SWings, and then being of a width greater 
than Said opening, whereby shoulders are 
formed for limiting the movement of the plate; 
substantially as described, 

4. A letter file comprising a base plate, a 
retaining wire upon said base plate, said re 
taining wire extending for a distance slightly 
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above said base plate to form a guide, a Sec 
ond plate movable upon said base plate, a re 
taining wire upon said movable plate, Said 
retaining wires being so placed as to form a 
continuation one of the other, and a slide 
upon said guide adapted to fit upon and lock 
the movable plate; substantially as described. 

5. A letter file comprising a base plate, one 
end of said plate being bent up to forman 
angle there with and the sides of said bent up 
portion being formed into eyes, retaining 
wires passing through said eyes, said retain 
ing wires extending at their low ends for a 
distance slightly above said base plate, a sec 
ond plate movable upon said base plate, re 
taining wires upon said movable plate, said 
retaining wires being so placed with relation 
to the retaining wires upon the base plate 
that the two sets of wiresform a continuation 
one of the other, and a slide adapted to fit 
upon and lock the movable plate, said slide 
comprising a plate fitting upon the lower ex 
tending portions of the retaining wires upon 
the base plate; substantially as described. 

6. A letter file comprising a base plate, one 
end of said plate being bent up to forman 
angle there with and the sides of said bent up 
portion being formed into eyes, retaining 
wires passing through said eyes, said retain 
ing wires extending at their lower ends for a 
distance slightly above said base plate, a sec 
ond plate movable upon said base plate, re 
taining wires upon said movable plate, said 
retaining wires being so placed with relation. 
to the retaining wires upon the base plate 
that the two sets of wires form a continuation 
one of the other, and a slide adapted to fit upon 
and lock the movable plate, said slide coin 
prising a plate fitting upon the lower extend 
ing portions of the retaining wires upon the 
base plate, the sides of said slide plate being 
bent around said wires; substantially as de 
Scribed, 

7. A letter file comprising a base plate, One. 
end of said plate being bent up to form an 
angle there with and the sides of said bent-up 
portion being formed into eyes, retaining wires 
passing through said eyes, said retaining Wires 
extending below said eyes parallel with and , 
slightly above said plate, a second plate, a 
hinge between said base plate and Said Sec 
ond plate, said hinge having a removable 
hinge pin, retaining wires upon said hinged 
plate, said retaining wires being SO placed 
with relation to the retaining wires upon the 
base plate that the two sets of wires form a 
continuation one of the other, and a slide 
adapted to fit upon and lock the hinged plate, 
said slide comprising a plate fitting upon the 
lower extending portions of the retaining 
wires upon the base plate, the sides of said 
slide plate being bent around said wires; Sub 
stantially as described. 

8. Aletter file comprising a base plate, a re 
taining wire upon said base plate, a second 

7 O 

75 

85 

90 

95 

Iod 

IOS 

O 

II5 

I 25 

  



533,706 3 

plate movable upon said base plate, a retain- in the path of the eyes; substantially as de 
ing wire upon said movable plate, said re- scribed. Io 
taining wires being so placed as to form a con- In testimony whereof I affix my signature 
tinuation one of the other, guides upon said in presence of two witnesses. - 

5 base plates, a slide upon said guides adapted BENAMIN P. CRITCHLOW. 
to fit upon and lock the movable plate, said Witnesses: - 
slide being held upon the guides by means of HENRY WESEHOFF, 
eyes, and a connection between said guides CHARLES D. JoHNSON. 

  


