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My invention has for its object to provide an 
improved catamenial device for use by women at 
their menstrual periods, and, to this end, my in 
vention consists of the device having the novel 

5 features hereinafter described and pointed out 
in the claims. 
The invention is illustrated in the accompany 

ing drawing, wherein like notations relate to the 
Same parts in the different views. 

In Said drawing, 
Fig. i is a perspective view of my improved de 

vice detached; and 
E. 2 is a vertical cross section through the 

Pig. 
The device is in the nature of a plug adapted 

to be inserted into and retained by a woman's va 
gina. The body of the plug is made up of absorb 
ent material 3 which may be either cotton, or cel 
lulose. Preferably, the body of the plug is round, 
or approximately round in cross section. Cotton 
is available in rolled forms of any desired diam 
eter, and hence, it is a convenient material to use. 
The said body of absorbent material 3 is prefera 
bly about two and a half inches in length and 
about three-fourths of an inch in diameter. To 
this body 3 of absorbent material, there is applied 
a moisture pervious wrapper 4 composed of some 
Suitable slipper flexible material, such, for ex 
ample, as perforated cellophane. The web of 
this wrapper 4 is of a width a little less than the 
length of the body of absorbent material 3 and 
is so applied to said body of absorbent material 
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as to leave the latter uncovered, at least at the 
inner end, and preferably at both ends of the plug 
for a distance of about three-eighths of an inch. 
To the outer end of the plug, there is attached a 
pull string 5 and the attachment is preferably 
made by the usage of a doubled string, first looped 
about the plug, near its outer end, and then 
threaded into it and outward through the center 
line of the plug and knotted together at the outer 
end of the string. 

In the usage of the device the plug is inserted 
into the vagina with its inner end as nearly as 
possible to the mouth of the womb. The pull 
string 5 is of such length that, when the plug is 
in Working position, the pull string will extrude 
from the vagina in position to be readily reached. 
The muscular contraction from the vagina will 
be sufficient to hold the plug in Working position, 
in most instances at least, but, inasmuch as the 
absorbent material is not covered by the wrapper 
at the rear end of the plug, that end of the plug 
will tend to adhere to the membrane of the vagina 

55 or womb and help hold the plug in proper work 
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(C. 128-285) 
ing position. The special purpose of the wrap 
per 4 of pervious slippery material, such as cello 
phane, is, in part, to hold the body of absorbent 
material in its proper desired shape, and, in part, 
to enable the plug to be easily inserted into work- 60 
ing position. Perforated cellophane makes the 
most desirable kind of a wrapper. The perfora 
tions in the cellophane permits the discharged 
material to enter the body of absorbent mate 
rial through the perforations of the wrappet. 
Of course, it must be understood, that as Soon 

as one of these plugs is loaded by the discharge, 
the plug should be withdrawn and thrown away, 
and a new one inserted. These plugs can be so 
cheaply made and sold that the number required 70 
is no material drawback to their usage. 

It will be understood that, if desired, the ab 
sorbent material of the plug may be charged with 
any desired deodorant desired, such as phenol, 
spirits of peppermint, wintergreen, etc. It will 75 
also be understood that the cotton or cellulose em 
ployed for the material and the entire plug 
should be thoroughly sterilized before the usage 
thereof. By actual commercial usage, the practicability 80 
and utility of this device has been fully demon 
Strated. 
So far as I know the prior art, I am the first 

to have provided any practicable form of cata 
menial device intended and adapted for use in- 85 
side the vagina. Hitherto, only outside appli 
ances, bandaged to the body, have been used, and 
these are usually bulky, leaky, unsanitary, in 
convenient to apply, and uncomfortable in use. 
My device is small, extremely sanitary, easy to 90 
apply and comparatively comfortable in use. In 
commercial practice, plugs of different sizes in 
respect to diameters are available and when plugs 
of the proper size are selected and properly used 
there will be no leakage. Hence, the exterior of 95 
the body can be kept perfectly clean. 
What I claim is: 
1. A catamenial device comprising an approxi 

mately round plug of absorbent material having 
on its body portion a wrapper of perforated cel- 100 
lophane of less width than the length of the 
plug, and so applied as to leave the absorbent 
material uncovered at the rear end of the plug, 
and a pull string attached to the outer end of 
Said plug, and which plug is adapted to be used, 105 
Substantially as described. 

2. A catamenial device of size and shape to be 
inserted into the vagina comprising an elongated 
Substantially cylindrical plug constructed of Soft, 
highly absorbent material and a closely perfo- 110 
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2 
rated flexible Wrapper Surrounding the greater 
part of the peripheral area of said plug and 
slightly compressing said plug but leaving the 
absorbent material uncovered at the inner end 
of said plug to provide a slight enlargement for 
retention purposes, said Wrapper being con 
structed from a sheet of thin, moisture proof 
material. 
3. A catamenial device of size and shape to be 

inserted into the vagina, comprising an elongated 
substantially cylindrical plug constructed of 
fluffy, highly absorbent material, a thin, mois 
ture pervious wrapper of flexible raterial Sur 
rounding at least the greater portion of Said 

1932,383 
plug and a flexible element such as a string hava 
ing a loop tightly surrounding said Wrapper 82nd 
said plug and having an end extending through 
said wrapper into the longitudinal center of said 
plug and then extending longitudinally through 
the outer end of Said plug. 

4. A catamenial device comprising a plug of 
absorbent material, a wrapper of less width than 
the length of the plug so applied about the plug 
as to slightly compress the major portion of the 
plug while leaving uncovered one end of the plug, 
and a pull string attached to one end of the plug. 
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