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To carry out gradation correction appropriately by precisely reflecting
characteristics of all parts in an image.

Each of a plurality of block areas 101 divided from an input image 100
is treated as a first key determination area A, a first key determination is
carried out, and the brightness of the area is determined by levels of
multiple gradations. Again, the first key determination area A and a
plurality of block areas 101 adjacently around the former are treated as a
second key determination area B, a second key determination is carried out,
and the brightness of the area is determined by levels of multiple
gradations. Furthermore, a third key determination is carried out for
determining whether the brightness levels of the block areas 101 fulfill
one of the brightness levels of the multiple gradations which are more
detailed than the brightness levels determined by the first and second key
determination. The brightness of pixels of the input image 100 are
corrected individually based on the brightness levels of each of the block

areas 101 determined by the third key determination.
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