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1. 
This invention comprises novel and useful im 

provements in a napkin dispenser, and more 
Specifically pertains to a device for automatically 
dispensing or discharging a single napkin at a 
time through a discharge opening from a napkin 
containing magazine. 
The principal object of this invention is to pro 

Wide a napkin dispenser which may be manually 
Operable to automatically dispense a single nap 
kin from the device. 
An important feature of the invention resides 

in the provision of a magazine for storing folded 
napkins, a hinged retaining plate in the top of 
the magazine resting upon the pile of folded nap 
kins, together with a resiliently urged follower in 
the bottom of the magazine for yieldingly urging 
the stack of folded napkins to a dispensing 
position. 
A further feature of the invention resides in 

the provision of a hinged cover on the magazine 
for readily replacing the napkins therein, to 
gether with guide means and a slide carried by 
the cover for dispensing napkins as desired. 
Yet another important feature of the inven 

tion resides in the provision of the particular 
Slide construction which, at its front end, is pro 
vided with a dispensing blade extending trans 
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versely of the magazine, and wherein the slide . 
is guided for movement in alignment with a dis 
charge slot of the magazine. 
Yet another important feature of the inven 

tion comprehends the provision of an opening in 
the cover of the magazine for movement there 
through of an operating handle for the slide, 
together with resilient means attached to the 
COver and to the slide for returning the latter 
to the inoperative or rest position. 
Yet another feature of the invention resides in 

the provision of an attractive napkin dispenser 
which is also provided with condiment receptacles 
and with a resilient type of menu holder. 

These, together with various ancillary features 
and objects of the invention which will later 
become apparent as the following description 
proceeds, are attained by this device, a preferred 
embodiment of which has been illustrated by Way 
of example only in the accompanying drawings, 
wherein: 

Figure 1 is a perspective view from the front 
of the napkin dispenser; . . . . . 

Figure 2 is a bottom plan view of the lower 
surface of the napkin dispenser with its cover 
raised and showing the slide and dispensing blade 
mounted thereon; 

Figure 3 is a vertical transverse sectional view through the dispenser of Figure 1; 
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Figure 4 is a vertical longitudinal sectional view 

through the dispenser of Figure 1; 
Figure 5 is a perspective view of the dispensing 

slide; 
Figure 6 is a fragmentary vertical longitudinal 

Sectional view through the cover showing the 
construction of the slide and its guides, taken Sub 
stantially upon the vertical plane of section line 
6-6 of Figure 3; and 

Figure 7 is a perspective view, parts broken 
away, of the retainer plate of the magazine. 

Referring now more specifically to the accom 
panying drawings, wherein like numerals desig 
nate Similar parts throughout the Various viewS, 
the numeral indicates a base of any suitable 
type upon which is rigidly or integrally mounted 
a housing 2 constituting the body of a maga 
Zine, which has a magazine chamber 4 therein 
and a hinged cover 5. Adjacent its upper end, 
the housing or casing 2 is provided with a trans 
versely extending discharge slot f8 for the dis 
pensing of folded napkins therefrom, as set forth 
hereinafter. 

Suitably attached to the base fe, and prefer 
ably to the rear Wall of the housing 2 is a re 
silient spring finger 20 whereby a menu card or 
like object may be yieldingly attached to and 
Supported by the napkin dispenser. Likewise, 
integrally or rigidly attached to the base 0 and 
to the end of the housing 2 are a pair of re 
ceptacles 22 for receiving salt and pepper con 
tainers 24. 

Referring now chiefly to Figures 3 and 4, it will 
be seen that the interior or magazine 4 of the 
dispenser is provided with a pair of magazine 
SpringS 26 which yieldingly urge a magazine 
feeding plate 28 upwardly in the container to 
thereby urge a stack of folded napkins 29 into 
upper position in the magazine and in position 
for Selective discharge through the discharge slot 
i8. Hinged to the upper portion of the walls of 
the magazine f2 is a retainer plate 30 which is 
pivotally mounted as by means of hinges 32 upon 
an axle pin 34 Suitably secured in the dispenser. 
This plate, as shown in Figure 3, is pivoted to the 
Opposite Wall of the dispenser from the discharge 
Slot 8, and is positioned to normally rest upon 
the top of the stack of napkins and retain the 
Same in slightly compressed relation by the weight 
f the plate 30. 
It should be here noted that the napkins are 

preferably folded and placed in a stack in the 
container in Such a manner that the upper sur 
face of each napkin is provided with a marginal 
fold 36 thereon whereby the napkin may be dis 
pensed as set forth hereinafter. 
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As will be best seen by reference to Figures 
1, 4, 5 and 6, the dispenser cover 6 is provided 
with a pair of parallel horizontally disposed guide 
rods 38 mounted in any suitable manner therein. 

Overlying the guide rods 38, the cover 6 is 
provided with a transversely extending slot it 
which is parallel to and preferably extends be 
tween the rods 38. A slide 42, shown in Figure 5 
as consisting of a generally rectangular plate hav 
ing upturned forwardly and rearwardly posi 
tioned flanges 44 and 66, respectively, is provided 
with aligned apertures or bores 48 in these flanges 
for the reception and sliding movement upon the 
guide rods 38. Arcuate recesses 50 are provided 
in the upper edges of the front and rear Walls 43 
and 46 for a purpose which will be later Set forth. 
A suitable operating knob or handle 52 extends 
through and is slidable in the slot 4, and is 
secured in any suitable manner, as by welding, 
Screw-threading or the like, to the guide plate 
42 for reciprocating movement of the same. 
A resilient means such as a tension Spring 54 

is Secured at one end to the rear Wall of the cover 
6, extends through the recesses 5), and at its 

forward end is secured to the front flange A4 by 
means of the aperture 56 whereby the slide is 
yieldingly urged into its retracted or inoperative 
position disposed at the Wall of the magazine op 
posite the dispensing opening 8. 
A dispensing blade 58, see Figures 2, 3 and 4, 

extends substantially the full length of the maga 
zine, in parallel arrangement to the discharge 
slot 8, and is secured in a forwardly and down 
wardly inclined position, as shown in Figure 3, 
to the front flange 44 of the slide 42, as by the 
apertures 60. This dispensing blade is so posi 
tioned that in the retracted position of the slide, 
as shown in Figure 3, the front end of the blade 
terminates coextensively with the front end of 
the retainer plate 39, whereby upon forward 
movement of the slide and blade, the latter slides 
forward upon the upper surface of the topmost 
folded napkin and engages under the folded edge 
36 thereof, and upon further travel of the slide 
draws the napkin from beneath the retainer plate 
30 and delivers the same through the discharge 
slot 8. During this operation, it Will be seen 
that the weight of the retainer plate 30 is suffi 
cient to maintain the rest of the stack in its nor 
mal position in the magazine, as the slide and 
blade dispense only the topmost napkin there 
from. It will also be readily seen that when the 
knob 52 of the slide is released, the spring means 
promptly returns the slide to its original rest 
position in readiness for its next dispensing op 
eration, while the stack 29 of napkinS is retained 
in its uppermost position after successive dis 
pensing operations by the magazine plate 28 and 
the springs 26. 

In order to facilitate the opening of the cover 
6, a suitable handle member 62 is provided to 

constitute a finger grip member for lifting the 
hinged cover. Particular attention is directed to 
the construction whereby, upon lifting of the 
cover, the guide means, the Slide, its return 
spring, the dispensing plate and the Operating 
knob are all raised out of the Way, whereby it is 
merely necessary to raise the hinged retainer 
plate 30 in order to insert additional napkins to 
the stack 29 and press the same into the maga 
zine against the opposition of the Spring 26. 
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4. 
When the magazine has been charged, the re 
tainer plate 30 is dropped upon the stack, and 
the hinged cover 6 is closed, thereby positioning 
the device ready for use. The finger grip 62 also 
constitutes a finger rest when the knob 52 is 
manipulated, thus rendering the dispensing ac 
tion easier. 
From the foregoing, the manner of constructing 

and operating the device and its manifold ad 
vantages- will be readily understood and further 
explanation is believed to be unnecessary. 

However, since numerous modifications and 
changes will readily occur to those skilled in the 
art after a consideration of the foregoing speci 
fication and accompanying drawings, it is to be 
understood that the principles of the invention 
are not limited to the exact construction chosen 
for purposes of illustration, but that all suitable 
modifications and equivalentS may be resorted 
to falling within the scope of the appended claims. 

Having thus disclosed and described the inven 
tion, what is claimed as new is as follows: 

1. A napkin dispenser including a magazine for 
receiving a stack of folded napkins, a discharge 
slot, resilient means urging a stack of napkins 
proximate said discharge slot, a slide movable in 
alignment with said slot, a blade on said slide for 
engaging the fold of the topmost napkin of a 
Stack and dispensing said napkin through Said 
slot, a removable cover for said magazine, guides 
carried by Said cover, Said slide being slidably 
mounted on said guides, an opening in said cover, 
a handle for Said. Slide extending through said 
opening, resilient lineans engaging Said slide and 
cover for biasing Said slide to its rest position, 
said guides including parallel rods carried by said 
cover and perpendicular and disposed above said 
slot, said slide including a plate having forward 
and rearward upturned flanges journaled on said 
slide, said blade extending for Wardly and down 
wardly from said forward flange. 

2. The combination of claim 1 including re 
cesses in said flanges for receiving said resilient 
leanS. 
3. A napkin dispenser including a magazine 

for receiving a stack of folded napkins, a dis 
charge slot at the upper portion of said magazine, 
resilient means upwardly urging a stack of nap 
kins proximate said discharge slot, a slide mov 
able in alignment with said slot, a blade hinged 
on said slide for engaging the fold of the topmost 
napkin of a stack, said blade being movable by 
Said slide through the slot for dispensing said 
napkin through said slot, a napkin retainer plate 
hinged to said magazine for resting upon a stack 
of folded napkins upon the major portion of their 
area and remote from the slot for thereby com 
pressing the stack, the blade being receivable upon 
said plate in the retracted position of the slide. 
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