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To all whom it may conceri:

Be it known that I, ANTHONY LERBER a
citizen of the United States, residing at Buf—
falo, in the county of Erie and State of New
York, haveinvented new and useful Improve-
men’cs in Dinner-Pails and Similar Vessels,
of which the following is a specification.

This invention rela‘nes to dinner-pails and
similar vessels in which the handle or bail is
provided with means for refaining the cover
in place, so as to prevent the same from fall-

ing from the pail by the swinging of the same

or from jars received by the pail.

The object of my invention is to simplify
the construction of the cover-fastening and
reduce its cost of manufacture.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1is
a side elevation of a dinner-pail provided with
my improvement, showing the bail in its nor-
mal position. Fig. 2isafragmentary top plan
view thereof, the bail being shown in an in-
clined position. Fig. 3is a fragmentary lon-
gitudinal section of the pail, showing the bail
deﬁeeted for releasing the cover and the lat-
ter partly lifted from the pail.

Like letters of reference refer to like parts
in the several figures. ‘

Ais the body of the pail or other vessel, and
B the cover,having the usual projecting ﬂa,ntre
or rim b, which rests upon the npper edoe of
the body

Cistheapproximately U-shaped bail of the
pail,having its arms ¢ pivoted to the usual ears
d, secured o opposite ends of the pail. The
ends of the bail-arms are provided with hori-
zontal pivots ¢/, which are arranged in the
openings of the ears d and which are prefer-
ably formed by bending the end portions of
the bail-arms inwardly at right angles to the
arms, as shown.. These pivots are made of
such a length that they overhang or project
over the rim b of the cover when the bailisin
its normal position, in which its arms bear
against the outer sides of the ears or are in
proximity thereto, as shown by full lines in
Figs. 1 and 2, thereby forming stops which
confine the cover in place on the pail. When
it is desired to release the cover, the bail-arms
¢ are simply sprung or deflected outward suf-
ficiently to cause the pivots ¢’ to clear the rim

of the cover, as shown by dotted linesin Fig. |
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1 and by full lines in Fig. 3, when the cover

can be removed. The bail, which is usually

made of wire, is sufficiently elastic to permit
the necessary springing of its arms. In or-
der to prevent the complete withdrawal of the
bail-pivots from the ears, the pivots are pro-
vided at their inner ends with stops or en-
largements e, consisting, preferably, of small
perforated balls which are forced upon the
ends of the pivots after passing the same
through the ears.

My improved cover-fastening is extremely
simple in construction, as in its simplest form
it is an integral part of the bail, adding but
very little to the cost of the pail, and it is,
moreover, a desirable construction, because it
requires no change in the constructlon of the
ears commonly used on such pails and no de-
parture from the customary form of the bail.

I claim as my invention—

1. The combination with a dinner-pail or
similar vessel having ears which projectabove
the rim of the cover, of an elastic bail having
pivots which extend horizontally through the
ears and are capable of lengthwise movement
therein, said pivots projeeting over the cover
in their normal position and in all positions
of the bail to retain the cover in place, while
they can be withdrawn from the cover to re-
lease the same by springing the pivots away
from the cover, substantially as set forth.

2. The eombination with a dinner-pail or
similar vesselhaving ears which project above
the rim of the cover, of an elastic bail having
pivots which extend inwardly through the
ears and are capable of lengthwise movement
therein and provided at their inner ends with
stops which prevent the withdrawal of the
pivots from the ears, said pivots projecting
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over.the cover in their normal position and -

in all positions of the bail to retain the cover
in place while they can be withdrawn from
the cover to release the same by springing the
pivots outwardly, substantially as set forth.

Witness my hand this 31st day of March,
1897,

ANTHONY FERBER.

Witnesses:
CaARL F. GEYER,
KATHRYN ELMORE.
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