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1. 2 
Botanical denomination: Begonia hybrid. DETAILED PLANT DESCRIPTION 
Variety designation: Metallic Mist. 
Parentage: Begonia pedatifidaxBegonia taliensis. The following is a detailed description of the new Begonia 

cultivar based on observations of a one-year-old specimen 
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION s grown in a greenhouse in Canby, Oreg. Canby is Zone 8 on 

the USDA Hardiness map. Temperatures range from a high 
The present invention relates to a new and distinct cultivar of 95 degrees F. in August tO 32 degrees F. in January. Nor 

of Begonia, of the family Begoniaceae, and given the culti- mal rainfall in Canby is 42.8 inches per year. The color 
var name Metallic Mist. This plant originated from descriptions are all based or The Royal Horticultural Society 
planned cross between Begonia pedatifida, as the seed 10 Colour Chart. 
parent, and Begonia taliensis, as the pollen parent. All the 
seedlings in the cross had slightly different versions of Plant: 
maple-shaped leaves. The selection Metallic Mist was Tipe.—Herbaceous rhizomatous perennial. 
made for its heavily silvered foliage with dark veins and red Form.—Clumping, acaulescent. 
highlights, and vigor. The Metallic Mist variety was identi- 15 Cold hardiness.—USDA Zone 7. 
fied in a greenhouse in Canby, Oreg. This combination of Size. Grows to 15 cm tall to top of foliage and 35 cm 
traits is unique in hardy Begonia. wide. 

Vigor:—excellent. 
SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION Roots. Thickened (to 6 mm wide), branching, roots 

2O easily from divisions. 
This plant is characterized by: Leaf 

Tipe.—simple. 
Arrangement.—Basal. 
Shape.—Oblique and asymmetric. 

2. Pink flowers; and 25 Lobing/Division.—Palmately lobed, 5 to 7 main lobes, 
3. Excellent vigor. cut in /3. 
The new variety has been reproduced only by asexual Venation.—Palmate. 

propagation (cuttings and tissue culture). Each of the prog 
eny exhibits identical characteristics to the original plant. 
Asexual propagation by micropropagation as done in Canby, so 
Oreg. shows that the foregoing characteristics and distinc 
tions come true to form and are established and transmitted 
through Succeeding propagations. The present invention has 
not been evaluated under all possible environmental condi 
tions. The phenotype may vary with variations in environ- as 
ment without a change in the genotype of the plant. 

1. Maple-shaped leaves which are heavily silvered, with 
red veins and backs; 

Margins.—Doubly serrate, mature leaves sometimes 
cupping. 

Apex. —Acuminate. 
Base.—Cordate, overlapping. 
Blade size.—Grows to 18.5 cm wide and 20 cm long. 
Surface texture.—Pubescent on top surface and on 

veins on bottom surface. 
Petiole description.—Grows to 12.5 cm long and 4 mm 

wide, pubescent, Yellow Green 148A. 
Leaf color:- Top side: New leaves Greyed Green 198B 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS tinted Greyed Purple 187C with veins Green 139A 
but deeper green. Mature leaves between Greyed 
Green 189B and Greyed Green 188A with veins 
Greyed Green 189A but darker. Bottom side: Yellow 

FIG. 2 shows a one-and-a-half year old plant growing in a Green 148B heavily tinted Greyed Purple 187B and 
one gallon container in August in Canby, Oreg. vein Greyed Purple 187A. 

FIG. 1 shows a close up of the flowers and leaf of Begonia 40 
Metallic Mist. 
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Inflorescence: 
Tipe.—Panicle. 
Number of flowers per panicle.—6 to 10. 
Peduncle description.—grows 15 cm long and 4 mm 

wide, glabrous, fleshy, between Yellow Green 152B 
and Grey Brown 199C; with 0 to 3 petiolate leaf 
bracts which grow to 6 cm wide and 6.6 cm long and 
are other wise the same as the crown leaves. 

Pedicel description.—25 to 32 mm long, 1.3 mm wide, 
fleshy, glabrous, Red 49D. 

Bloom period.—June to July in Canby, Oreg. 
Flower bud: 

Size.—Staminate flowers 13 mm long and 10 mm wide 
prior to opening; pistillate flowers are 20 mm long 
and 15 mm wide. 

Color:—White 155D with tips and edges, Red Purple 
71B. 

Flower: 
Tipe.—Monoecious, bilaterally symmetrical. 
Pistillate flower—27 mm long and 29 mm wide over 

all: 3 to 4 fleshy tepals, irregularly grow to 17 mm 
long and 10 mm wide, ovate to broadly elliptical, tip 
and base obtuse, margins entire to undulate, glabrous 
on both sides, White 155B on the bottom half and 
darkening to Red Purple 67A at tip; ovary 29 mm 
wide and 15 mm deep, three winged, two equal and 
one longer, White 155B netted with Red Purple 67C, 

4 

style 3 branched, 5 mm long and 7 mm wide overall, 
Yellow 9A, stigma 2 branched and twisted, 4 mm 
wide 4 mm long. 

Staminate flower.—12 mm long and 5 mm wide, 4 
tepals, 2 large outer tepals 12 mm long and 7 mm 
wide and inner tepals are 6 mm long and 5 mm wide; 
both are broadly ovate, entire, obtuse at tip and base, 
White 155B on bottom half darkening to Red Purple 
67A at tip; stamen many, Yellow 11B, filament 1.2 
mm long, anthers less than 1 mm, pollen none. 

Fragrance.—None. 
Lastingness. A panicle blooms for about 2 weeks on 

the plant. 
Fruit and seed: none, sterile. 
Diseases and pests: Begonia species are susceptible to root 

rots. This new variety has no known immunities. 
Comparison to parent plants: 
Compared to Begonia pedatifida, the seed parent, Begonia 

Metallic Mist has leaves that are less deeply lobed, darker 
green, and heavily silvered rather than green with red veins. 
Compared to Begonia taliensis, the pollen parent, Begonia 

Metallic Mist, has thicker leaves that are more lobed and 
have a pink tinge to the new leaves and redbacks. 

I claim: 
1. A new and distinct form of Begonia plant as hereby 

illustrated and described. 
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