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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WILLIAM WINDOES, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Chi-
cago, in the county of Cook and State of Illi-
nois, have invented certain new and usefal
Improvementsin Indoor Base-Balls; and I do
declare the following to be a full, clear, and
exact description of the invention, such as

“will enable others skilled in the art to which

it appertains to make and use the same, refer-
ence being had to the accompanying draw-
ing, and to the letters of reference marked
thereon, whieh form a part of this specifica-
tion.

My invention relates to base-balls intended
for indoor use; and it consists, essentially, of
a perforated cover for such a ball, the object
being to prevent the destruction of the ball
by the violent compression of the air inei-
dent to a heavy blow from the bat.

In the accompanying drawing the figure
represents an elevation of my improved ball
with a portion of the cover broken out.

It is found in practice that in the use of a
soft ball thiere is great strain upon the seams,
due to the compression of the air when the
ball receives aheavy blow from the bat. The
result is that in a very short time the stitches
are torn out and the ball ruined.

My ball A is filled with eurled hair Band
covered with leather in the usual manner, the
separate pieces of the cover being stitched
together, as shown at C. In order to secure

durability, it is necessary to make the seams
C close and firm, and in doing this they be-
come practically air-tight.
orate the cover of the ball freely, as shown
at D.
cient size and number to permit the free-dis-
charge of the compressed air and yet not of
such size as to permit the internal material
to escape.

In addition to the durability of the ball se-

cured by the use of the perforated cover, the,

ball becomes much less elastic. - In the game
of ball as played indoors this is an important
feature, as the game is usually played in a
comparatively smail room and it is not de-
sired that the ball should be driven any con-
siderable distance by the bat. )

I am aware that soft balls covered with
leather have been made and are in common
use in the game in question, and I do not
broadly claim such a ball. '

What I claim as my invention, and desire
to protect by Letters Patent, is—

In a soft leather-covered ball, the combina-
tion, with the filling material, of aperforated
cover, substantially as described, and for the
purpose set farth.

Intestimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

WILLIAM WINDOES.

Witnesses:

M. E. FERGUSON,
V. J. HENDERSON,

These perforations should be of suffi--

35

I therefore per- .

40

45

50

55

6o




