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To all whom it may concern. 
Be it known that I, W L SILVER NIAN 

a citizen of the United States, and a resi 
dent of the city of New York, in the county 
of New York and State of New York, 
United States of America, have invented 
certain new and useful Improvements in 
Letter-Holders and Envelop-Openers, of 
which the following is a specification. 
My invention relates to a letter holder 

and envelop opener by means of which let 
ters may be securely held within an 
envelop in transit, and by means of which 
the inclosing envelop may be opened and 
the letter removed by a simple manipula 
tion. 
I will describe my invention in the fol 

lowing specification and point out the novel 
features in the appended claims. 

Referring to the drawings, Figure 1 is 
a plan view of my improved letter holder 
and envelop opener without the envelop 
and with a letter shown thereon. The lat 
ter is broken away to more clearly show 
the device. Fig. 2 is a plan view of the 
envelop with one of my improved holders 
and openers within, and with the tab bent 
back in the manner in which it is to be 
transmitted. 

Like characters of reference designate 
corresponding parts in all of the figures. 

10 designates a rectangular member of 
cardboard or other material of sufficient 
stiffness which forms the body portion of 
the device. On one of the transverse 
borders of this main portion or body of 
the device is affixed an extension 11 of thin 
metal or other desired material. This ex 
tension may, if preferred, be an integral 
part of the body portion. This exten 
sion is constructed with two obliquely 
disposed cutting edges 12 which run into 
a central lug or tab 13 which projects be 
yond them and is perferably provided with 
a hole 14. On the opposite side of this me 
tallic member and also centrally located 
in respect of the card or body is a tongue 
15 which, for the purpose of reducing 
weight, may be cut away as at 16. Any 
suitable means for affixing the extension 11 
to the card may be employed. I find a 
suitable and convenient manner of accom 
plishing this is to punch some of the metal 
through the card as at 17 and to head it 
over on the opposite surface of the card. 
On the other transverse border of the card 

is a fixed a tongue 18 which overlaps the 
Sir face of the card and may be cut away 
as at 19 to reduce its weight. This too is 
a fixed to the card in some such mainer as 
that above lesi'it)ed in connection with the 
extension 11. 
20 designates a letter or other ar 

ticle which is to be held by the above de 
scribed device and inclosed within an en 
velop. 
The envelop is shown in Fig. 2 and is 

designated by the numeral 21. It is of 
ordinary construction, except that on one 
of its edges a slot 22 is cut away which is 
slightly longer than the width of the tab 13. 
The operation and use of this device are 

simple. The letter is first folded into a 
size and shape approximately the same as 
or slightly smaller than that of the body 
or card 10, so that it may be laid upon 
the card with its ends slipped under the 
tongues 15 and 18 as shown in Fig. 1. It 
is thus held upon the card, and the holder 
with the letter is placed within the envelop. 
The tab is then pushed through the slot 22 
and bent back upon the outside of the en 
velop; then the envelop is sealed and is 
ready to be sent through the mails. To 
open the envelop and remove the letter the 
tab is first bent back into a plane with the 
rest of the holder as shown in dotted lines 
in Fig. 2. Now, a longitudinal pull upon 
the tab will force the cutting edges 12 
through the edge of the envelop and will 
remove the holder and the letter therefrom. 
The holder is of course somewhat smaller 
than the envelop and is considerably 
shorter, so that a space is left within the 
envelop at 23, opposite its slot 22, so that 
this part of the envelop may be grasped 
between the fingers during this manipula 
tion without pinching the letter and its 
holder, and thus preventing its easy re 
moval. 

It is my intention to place advertising 
or other matter upon either or both sur 
faces of the card 10 so that it may be seen 
after its removal from the envelop, and the 
hole 14 not only reduces the weight of the de 
vice, but provides means for hanging the 
holder up in a conspicuous place both be 
fore and after its transmittal. 
What I claim is:- 
1. A letter holder adapted to be placed 

within an envelop, said holder comprising 
a card, metallic members affixed to the ends 
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thereof, both of said members being con 
structed to form holding tongues and one 
of the members also forming a cutting edge 
and a tab adapted to project therefrom 
through the envelop. 

2. A letter holder adapted to be placed 
within an envelop, said holder comprising 
a card, means at opposite ends of said card 
arranged to lie over a letter placed upon the 
card and to hold the letter in place upon the 
card, and a cutting member of metal affixed 

to one end of the card, said member having obliquely disposed cutting edges, and a 
centrally disposed tab adapted to project 
through the envelop. i 

In testimony whereof I have signed my 
name to this specification in the presence 
of two subscribing witnesses. 

t SIVERMAN. 
Witnesses: 

ELLA TUCII, 
MARIE I. BRESLIN. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the "Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D. C.' 


