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EGG CARTON

Application filed May 20, 1931. Serial No. 538,804.

This invention relates to cartons, especially
adapted for use in handling and candling
eggs.
g%rieﬁy stated, an important object of this

5 invention is to provide a carton having novel
means to support the eggs in a manner which
not only protects the same against injury,
but allows of the expeditious trans-illu-
mination of the eggs for inspection purposes,

10 without the removal of the eggs from the
carton to the end that the eggs may be in-
spected from time to time, particularly before
the final purchase thereof without individual
handling of the eggs and without breaking
15 the seal of the carton.

. A further and equally important object
of the invention is to provide an egg carton
in which the arrangement of the egg-sup-
porting means is such that the eggs are yield-

20 ingly supported in more or less uniformly
spaced relation so that air may circulate
about the same through the inspection open-
ings with the result that the deterioration
that would otherwise take place is avoided.

Another aim is to provide an egg carton
which is simple to assemble,
ance and cheap to manufacture.

Other objects and advantages will be ap-
parent during the course of the following
30 description. - . '

In the accompanying drawings forming a
part of this application and in which like nu-
merals are employed to designate like parts
throughout the same,

Figure 1 is a perspective of the improved
carton. .

Figure 2 is a perspective of
tray embodied in the invention.

Figure 3 is a perspective of a filler by which
40 the eggs are held more or less uniformly
spaced. : _

Figure 4 is a horizontal sectional view
through the assembled carton.
Figure 5 is a longitudinal sectional view
45 taken on line 5—5 of Figure 6,
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neat in appear-

Figure 6 is a vertical transverse sectional
view taken on line 6—6 of Figure 5. -

In the drawings, wherein for the purpose
of illustration is shown a preferred embodi-
ment of the invention, the numeral 5 gen-
erally designates a container having a bot-
tom wall 6 and upstanding connected side and
end walls 8 and 9 respectively. As shown in
Figure 1, one of the side walls 8 and more
particularly, the rear side wall, has a cover
10 formed integral therewith and adapted to
extend over the container 5 to close the same.
One edge portion of the cover 10 is provided
with a depending flap 12 adapted to be ex-
tended into the container. As shown in
Figures 1 and 5, the flap 12 is provided with
a cut-out portion defining a tab 13, the lower
terminal portion of which is formed with a
fastening tongue 14. Clearly, the fastening
tongue 14 is adapted to be extended through
an incision 15 in the adjacent side wall 8 and
a seal may be pasted or otherwise secured to
the tab 13 and the adjacent portion of the
front side of the carton to secure the cover in
place. ’

The tray 16 shown in perspective in Figure
2 is adapted to be snugly positioned within
the case 5 and is provided with depending end
and edge portions defining ribs 18 engaging
the bottom 6 and thereby supporting the body
of the tray above and in spaced relation to
the bottom 6. :

_The tray 16 is shown in Figure 2 to be pro-
vided with a plurality of more or less uni-
formly spaced openings 20 of a diameter sub-.
stantially less than the maximum diameter of
ordinary hen eggs to form seats upon which
the eggs may rest. As might otherwise be
expressed, the openings 20" are only great
enough in diameter to receive the terminal
portions of the eggs so that the eggs are
supported above and in spaced relation to
the bottom 6 of the tray. ,

The eggs are held in the positions shown
in-Figure 5 by the employment of a filler 26 90
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embodying longitudinal and transverse in-
tersections and interlocking partitions 28
and 30. Figure 4 clearly illustrates that the
transverse partitions 80 have the terminal
portions thereof extended beyond the outer
longitudinal partitions 28 while the termi-
nal portions of the longitudinal incisions are
extended beyond the end partitions 30 to
form yieldable protecting elements by which
the eggs inclosed within the carton are ef-
fectively guarded against injury. ~Of course,
the entire carton including the filler 26 there-
of is preferably of a durable and yet yield-
able material such as cardboard so that the
eggs are protected against injury as a result
of the careless handling of the package. It
might be added that the arrangement of the
egg supporting means, combined with - the
presence of the openings 36 allows of the free
circulation of air about the eggs to avoid the
rf{pid deterioration that would otherwise take
ace.

The bottom 6 is provided with a plurality
of openings 36 which not only allow of the
circulation of air through the carton, but
which allow the eggs to be transilluminated
in groups, attention in this latter connection
being invited to Figure 4 in which each open-
ing 36 is shown to overlap a plurality of the
openings or seats 20 thereby allowing of the

‘simultaneous illumination of a predeter-

mined number of eggs. As might otherwise
be expressed, the axis of each opening 36 co-
incides with the axis of an associated circular
group of openings 20. . :

It is important to observe that, in addition
to providing for the expeditious transillumi-
nation of the eggs, the openings 36 allow the
eggs to be manually raised from below so that
the eggs may be grasped and completely re-
moved from the carton. That is to say, when
it is desired to remove one or more eggs from
the carton, it is merely necessary to pass one
or more of the fingers of one hand through
one of the openings 36 into lifting engage-
ment with the eggs above while the other
hand may be employed to completely remove
the eggs from the carton.

Although the openings 36 perform the
dual purpose of providing for the transil-
lumination of the eggs and allowing the eggs
to be manually raised from below, 1t will be
seen that the openings 36 overlap only minor
portions of the openings or geats 20 with the
result that should the tray 16 be caused to
yield as a result of pressure, the nether sides
of the eggs will be engaged only with the un-
broken portions of the bottom 6. That is to
say, should the carton be placed carelessly
on a support, the consequent yielding of the
tray 16 will result in contact of the nether
sides of the eggs with the unbroken portions
of the bottom 6 immediately below, this being

in contrast to the direct contact of the eggs
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with a counter or other hard support were the
openings 36 of a greater diameter. .

If desired, the tray 16 may be provided be-
tween the ends and sides thereof with down-
wardly struck legs
portions of the bottom 6 to cooperate with
the flanges 18 in supporting the eggs in
spaced relation to the bottom of the carton.

As shown in Figures 1 and 5, the cover 10
is formed with a longitudinally extending
sight opening 40 having sufficient length and
width and positioned to register with all the
openings 36 in the bottom of the carton to
allow of the effective transillumination of the
eggs. The sight opening 40 may be closed
by a window 42 of transparent material such,
for example, as cellophane having sufficient
strength to hold the eggs in place, should the
carton be inverted.

31 to rest on the unbroken

70

75

Eggs enclosed within the improved carton -

may be candled or transilluminated by pro-
jecting a light through the openings 36 and
40 and to this end a special mechanism may
be provided to facilitate such inspection of
the eggs. The transillumination of the eggs
may be accomplished without individual han-
dling of the eggs or breaking the seal of the
carton so that a prospective purchaser may
make personal inspection of the eggs and
thereby determine the condition of the eggs
so far as is.possible to do so by transillumina-
tion before acceptance of the eggs.

The means for mounting the eggs not only

provides for the expeditious trapsillumina- |

supports the eggs in a manner which protects
the same against easy injury. For example,
the tray 16 supports the eggs in spaced rela-
tion. to the bottom of the carton so that in case
the carton of eggs is placed carelessly on a
counter or other support no breakage will
result. '

Tt is to be understood that the form of in-
vention herewith shown and described is-to
be taken merely as a preferred example of
the same, and that such minor changes in ar-
rangement and construction of parts may be
made as may remain within the spirit of the
invention and scope of what is claimed.

Having thus described our invention, what
is claimed is: o

1. In a carton for eggs, a body having a
bottom and a cover, a tray within the hody
and having a plurality of openings forming
seats for eggs, said bottom being provided
with a plurality of openings, each one of
which overlaps a predetermined number of
the openings in said tray to allow of the trans-
illumination of the eggs in groups.

9. In a carton for eggs, a body having a
bottom and a cover, a tray within the body
and having a plurality of openings forming
seats for eggs, said bottom being provided
with a plurality of openings, each one of
which overlaps a predetermined number of

tion of the same for inspection purposes, but
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the openings in said tray to allow of the

trans-illumination of the eggs in groups, said

cover being provided with a side opening reg-
istering with all of said second named open-
ings for the passage of light.

- 3. Ina carton for eggs, a container having
a bottom and a hinged cover, a tray snugly
fitted within the container and being pro-

10 portions defining supports holding the body

of the tray above the bottom of the container

and in spaced relation thereto, said tray be-

ing provided with a plurality of openings de-

fining seats for eggs, a filler snugly received
within said container and being provided
with intersecting longitudinal and transverse
partitions, the bottom of said container being
provided with openings substantially greater
in diameter than the diameter of said seats
and having the axes thereof coinciding with
the intersections of certain of said longitu-
dinal and transverse partitions.

4. In a carton for eggs, a container having
a bottom and a hinged cover, a tray snugly
fitted within the container and being pro-
vided with angularly extending end and edge
portions defining supports holding the body
of the tray above the bottom of the container

15

provided with a plurality of
ing seats for eggs, a filler snugly received
within said container and being provided
with intersecting longitudinal and transverse
partitions, the bottom of said container being
provided with openings substantially greater
in diameter than the diameter of said seats
and having the axes thereof coinciding with
the intersections of certain of said longitudi-
4p Naland transverse partitions, said cover being

‘prov of a length and

openings defin-

provided with a window
width to register with all the openings in saig
bottom. : ' ’
5. In a carton for eggs, a body having a
bottom: and a cover, a tray within the carton
and being provided with openings defining
.. seats for eggs, the bottom of the bodly being
formed with spaced openings over apping
said seats to allow of the transillumination of
the eggs and to permit the eggs to be manu-
ally raised from below. :
6. In a carton for eggs, a body having a
bottom and a cover, a tray within the body

50

and having a plurality of openings forming

seats for eggs, said bottom being formed
with a plurality of openings overlapping only
minor portions of said first named openings

55

thereby leaving unbroken portions of said

bottom directly beneath the major portions
% named openings constituting a means by
which the eggs may be transilluminated and
_ by which the fingers of a human hand may

vided with angularly extending end and edge’

and in spaced relation thereto, said tray being -

of said seats' for contact by eggs, said second -

3

and a cover, a tray within the container and
being provided with openings defining seats
for eggs, said bottom being provided with
spaced sight openings overlapping said seats
for the trans-illumination of the eggs, and the
said cover having a transparent portion of a
length and width to register with all the
openings in the bottom.
In testimony
tures.
MARIAN EARLY HASSELL,
MALVERIN ALVO TODD.

be engaged with the lower sides of the eggsto

g5 Taise the eggs.
7. In a carton, a container having a bottom

whereof we affix our signa-
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