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This invention is concerned with a system of 
rinting sales slips and the like, involving the use 

of a customer's token evidencing his credit stand ing. Such systems are now frequently employed 
in large retail stores, where a metallic token, in 
the form of an embossed address plate, is issued to: 
customer entitled to a certain amount of credit. 

The same token may apply to several different: 
stores, each store having an individual indication 

0 on the token not applicable to any of the other. 
stores. ... When the customer presents his token to 
the proper store, the salesman utilizes it in print 
ing one or more sales slips, and if desired an entry 
in the salesman's sales book, with the result, that 
credit is given only to those entitled to it, the ad dress on the account slip and the delivery slip is. 

cessarily correct, and there is a material saving 
time in making out such slips. . . . . . . . . . 
It is an object of the present invention to pro 

vide a printing device, utilizable in the above. 
outlined system, which shall effectively and visibly 
reject tokens not intended for that machine, so 
that no explanation will be necessary by the sales: 
man to show the customer that he is not entitled: 
to credit on the basis of that token. . . . . . . . . . 

. . . object of the invention is to so devise . . 
that the raising of the 
ler platen mechanism, 

Another object 
the printing mechanism, 

token printing machine in its cocked condition 
is a similar view showing the condition of the parts 
after the printing has been effected; Fig. 3 is a 
plan of the token printer; Fi 

44 on Fig. 3; Fig. 5 is a transverse vertical sec 
tion through the printer indicated by the line 5-5. . . 
on Fig.1; Fig.6 is a side elevation of the printer. 

10 with platen raised into the position which cocks. 

- ig. 4 is a longitudinal. 
vertical section of the printer indicated by the line. 

ready for printing from an inserted token; Fig. 2. 

the platen carriage; Fig. 7 is a sectional plan of 
the printer just above the bed, as indicated by the 
line 7-7 on Fig.6; Figs. 8 and 9 are diagrammatic 
plans showing the action on the control mecha 
nism of a token intended for that machine and 15. 
one not so intended, respectively; Fig. 10 is a ver 
tical longitudinal Section showing the action of 
the platen arm...in releasing an improper, token. 
The remaining figures show the token itself, Fig. . . 11 being a face view of the closed device looking at 20 
the cover; Fig. 12, a cross section on the line: 
f2-2 on Fig.11, and Fig. 13 a view looking at the 
token open, and ready for insertion in thema 

Referring 
shown comprises an embossed printing plate land. 

first to Figs. 11, 12 and 13, the token 25 
a flanged cover 2 hinged to the plate at adjacent 
ends. The plate has depressed marginal portions. 
3, 4, a projecting tongue: 5 at the free end, while 
the other end is curled over into an ear 6. The cover plate is formed with a flange 7 extending entirely around it. Adjacent the printing platen 
a slit. 8 is formed in the cover plate and flange to 
provide a bar portion about which the ear 6 ex 
tends. At the other end of the cover plate the i. flange is cut down at 9 to receive the tongue 5. 
When the token is folded in position for storage, the printing plate seats within the flange 7 of the 

ingh ---Yr-year . 
' ribbon overlying the tok 

cover for the printing plate whic 
end theredf and into which the plate may be . 
snapped when not in use. This cover acts also as 

PA indle for the ready insertion of the plate in the. 
machine, or its withdrawaltherefrom. . . ; 7. 
Myinvention is hereinafter more fully described 

in connection with a preferred embodiment there 
I of illustrated in the drawings, and the essential 
"novel features are summarized in the claims. - 

'. In the drawings, Fig. 1 is a side elevation of the 

however, allows the toke 

as illustrated particularly in Fig. 12. The 
ind of the printing .3.r. . . . . . du ---- 

be readily opened, the 
operator grasping the cover side edges, for in 
stance, between the thumb and one or more fingers 
of the left hand and placing a finger and thumb of 
the right-hand against the hinge ear, and the 
tongue 5. A slight longitudinal pressure on their 
tongue then allows the ready opening of the token. 
so that it come 
Fig.13 
In or 

store, I form on one of the edges of the printing 
plate? a notch 0. The position of this notchin 

s into the position illustrated in 
ier to identify tokens with a particular 

  



O 

5 

30 

35 

40 

45 

2 
such edge determines the store to which the token 
corresponds, as all the printing machines of that 
store have a controlling member hereinafter de 
scribed, adapted to enter such notch. Any token 
with the notch in any other position will, accord 
ingly, not allow the controlling member to take the 
position it would if the notch were in a proper 
position for that store, and this abnormal position 
of the controlling member operates mechanisms 
hereinafter described to discard such improper 
token. 
The plate portion of the token is embossed 

with suitable printing characters 2, which are 
struck up from the bottom of the plate portion 
and thus when the token is closed are housed 
within it and protected from injury. Within the 
cover I place an identification card 13, which 
may carry an imprint of the embossed matter and 
is of such contour that it fits Snugly within the 
flange of the cover, 
The printing machine in the embodiment. 

shown is designed to print from the printing plate 
of the token just described, while the cover por 
tion of that token acts as a handle for the in 
sertion but extends idly at the front of the ma 
chine during the printing. operation. I will now 
describe such printing mechanism. 
In Figs...1 to 10 inclusive, 20 designates the bed 

of the machine which is shown as a hollow rec 
tangular member having a horizontal top plate 
2f and a vertically depending skirt at the ends 
and sides. Rising from the top are a pair of ears 
25 carrying a shaft 26 which is embraced by a 
tubular portion 3, formed on the platen arm. 30, 
thus. enabling this arm to be Substantially hori 
zontal as shown in Figs. 1 and 2, or vertical as 
shown in Fig. 6. 
On the forward end of the platen arm is 

formed a head .32 which constitutes a rigid part 
of the arm. This head has grooves 33 at its op 
posite sides. Slidably embracing the arm 30 is 
a carriage. 40, U-shaped in horizontal cross-sec 
tion. The transverse portion of this carriage 
surrounds the arm and is guided thereby while 
the side portions carry on the inner faces rollers 
42 occupying the respective grooves 33 of the 
head. At its lower forward portion the side 
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members of the carriage carry a support for the 
transverse shaft 45 on which is a roller platen 46. 
An adjustable stud. 35 carried by the platen 

arm is adapted to engage the bed platen 2 and . 
limit the lowermost position of the arm. The 
platen head 32 is provided within the grooves 33 
with shims 3 adjustable by screws 38. By these 
means the position and path of the roller platen 
is accurately effected, So that it may move hori 
Zontally... with the desired printing pressure 
against the token on the bed, as hereinafter 
described. . . . . . . . . . 

The carriage 40 is connected by a link 50 to 
an arm 5 which is loosely journalled on the shaft 
26. Pivoted to the arm.5i is a catch 52 pressed 
in a downward direction by a spring 54 and de 
signed to coact with a leaf spring retainer 55 se 
cured to the rear end of the bed 20. This con 
struction serves to retain the elevated platen 
arm in vertical position against inadvertent dis 

70 

5 

placement, as illustrated in Fig. 6, while allowing 
it to be readily lowered manually when desired. 
It will be seen from Fig. 6 that in this raised po 
sition other leaves of the spring 55 engage the 
arm 5 and limit itS movement, with the result 
that the link 50 holds the carriage 40 in its fore 
most position. A pair of coiled tension springs 
57 are connected at their forward ends to ears 

2,092,026 
58 on the carriage and at the rear ends to a rod 
59 secured to the platen arm. 

It results from the construction described that 
when the platen arm is in a substantially hori 
Zontal position the tension of the springs 57 tends 
to draw the carriage to the rearmost position, as 
shown in Fig. 2. As the arm is raised, the effect 
of the link 50, swinging about the pivot at the 
upper end of the restrained arm 5 is to shove the 
carriage lengthwise of the arm 30 toward the free 
end thereof. When the arm comes into the ver 
tical position shown in Fig. 6, the carriage is at 
the extreme end of the platen arm. In this posi 
tion a flange 48 at the rear end of the carriage 
becomes engaged by a shoulder on a latch 60, 
pivoted to an ear 6 rising from the arm and 
pressed toward the arm by a spring 62. 

It will be seen that the raising of the platen 
arm to a substantially vertical position not only 
forces the carriage forwardly but cocks it; that 
is to say, restrains it in that position under the 
action of the extended springs 57, and the car 
riage remains in that position when the arm is 
lowered for use into position as shown in Fig. 1. 
A trigger for releasing the cocked carriage com 

prises a rocking bar 65 pivoted to a stud 66 rising 
from the head 32 of the platen arm. This platen 
has in its rear a notch which receives a forward 
extension 63 of the latch 60. The other end of 
the rocking bar carries a knob 67 for manual 
use. Beneath the knob the rocking bar rests in 
a vertical plunger 68, slidably mounted in the 
head 32 and pressed upwardly by a spring 69 
(Fig. 5). 

It will be understood from the description given 
that when the platen arm is raised into the ver 
tical position, the carriage is forced forwardly 
and is latched by the latch 60, and that when the 
arm is thereafter lowered, as it may be by giving 
its upper end a slight jerk, causing the catch 52 
to come free from the spring 55, the parts assume 
the position shown in Fig. 1 with the carriage 
cocked. Thereafter a manual blow or down 
ward pressure on the knob 67 rocks the bar 65 
to force upwardly the latch 60, releasing the car 
riage, and thereupon the springs 57 pull the car 
riage rearwardly so that the platen 46 rolls over 
the surface beneath it. As abolit to be explained, 
Such surface may include the embossed portion 
of the token whereby printing may be effected on 
a sales slip or other paper overlying the token. 
Coming now to the means for carrying the 

token in the machine, it will be seen from Fig. 5 
that the horizontal bed plate 2 fl of the machine 
is recessed with a shallow undercut groove to 
form a slideway for a slide 70. This slide is. 
formed in its top surface with a shallow groove 
adapted to receive the printing member of the 
token. The top of this shallow groove is formed 
by horizontal plate-like ribs 72, and 73 on the 
slide, which overhang the depressed margins 4 
and 3, respectively, of the token. The token 
may therefore be readily shoved into place 
lengthwise of the slide, the hinged cover 2 of 
the token extending idly beyond it and being 
supported in substantially horizontal position by 
the slide as illustrated in Figs. 6 and 7. 
The slide to preferably has another shallow 

groove 75 parallel with the groove 7 and bounded 
by the overhanging portion of the rib 73 and 
another rib 76. This slideway may accordingly 
receive any characters intended for continuous 
printing on successive slips, as, for instance, a 
Small embossed plate carrying numbers to indi 
cate the date and other small embossed plates to 
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indicate the department. If such characters 
were employed the department i - - - - - - : 
main permanently in the machine so long, as 

printing matter is printed at the same 
gan intermediat 

as illustrated in Fig. 7, but in its innermost posi 
in Figs. 8 and 9. A suitable spring 80 within 
the hollow base (see and 10) is anchored 
at one end to a pin. 8, carried 
2 of the bed and at its other end by a pin 

outermost position, indicated in Fig. 7...si's 
The slide TO is normally restrained in its in 

pressed downwardly by a leaf spring 89. The 

holds the slide normally in its rearmost position, 

35 token. . 

spring 95 attached to the underside of the bed 
rtion to cause that portion of the arm in front 
... Such portion of the arm carries: an upwardly ex 
notch-fo of a properly positioned token apper 

spring 95 to swing the arm 90 into the position 

notched, or if the notch is located in some other 
region the edge of the rib. 3 will forman abut 

to move the arm and 
tion shown in Fig 
whether or not the printing may be effected from 

... that token, as about to be described. . . . . . . . . 

'. 60 arm. 30 is a comparatively stiff, leaf spring 99. 
That spring is so positioned that when the con 
trolling pin 97 engages the notch 0 of the token". 
as shown in Fig. 8, the spring is out of registra 
tion, with the end 92 of the arm.90:when the 

5 platen arm is lowered: and moves idly past, such 
end, as illustrated in Fig. 1, and hence there is 
no operation of the controlling mechanism by 
such spring.99... . . . . . Now, if, due to the absence of a properly posi 
tioned notch, the token plater has swung the 
bar 90 aside, as shown in Fig. 9, the bar will 
overhang the latch. bar:87 in front of the pivot 
thereof and the end 92 of the bar. 90 will be be-, 
neath the spring 99: Then when the arm 30 is : 

75 lowered, the spring 99 will-engage the abutment. 

indication would 
it was associated with that department, whereas 
the date would be changed every day. The ad 

e same platen: 46. I 
- . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . that machine... . . . . . . 

annular groove 47 between two larger. portions 
10 which coact with the token and the additional 

e bed 21, 
tion it is entirely over that bed, as illustrated 

ed by the top plate. 

2 depending from the slide 70, and accord. 
o ingly this spring tends to pull, the slide into: its: 

nermost position by the engagement of a tooth 
85 in a notch. 86 in the slide. This tooth' is hown as extending upwardly from a rocking. 

87, pivoted to a rod 88, extending crosswise 
base, the otheriend of the bar being. 

tooth 85 is inclined upwardly, from the front of, 
the machine, so that when the slide is manually. 
shoved inwardly it cams the tooth downwardly. 
and the returning tooth entering the notch 86. 
and that is the position for printing from the 

Pivoted to the underside of the bed plate 2 
on a vertical pivot 9? is a flat horizontal bar 90, 
the rear end of which is turned upwardly at 92. 
through an opening 93 in the bed plate. A 

and to the arm 90 tends to swing it in a direc 
of the pivot; 9 to move toward the token . . . 

- tending pin 97 which is in registration with the 

taining to that machine. Accordingly, if thes. 
propertoken is inserted, the notch 0 allows the 

shown in Fig. 8, whereas if the token is un 

ment to the pin 97, and the spring will be unable. will remain in the posi 
Now the position of the 

upper projection '92 of the arm, 90 determines. 

secured to the tubular hub 37 of the platen neath the ribbon is exposed in front. . . . . . . 

2,092,026 3. 
92 and thus push the rear portion of the arm 90 
downwardly into the position shown in Fig. 10, 
which rocks the bar 87-to withdraw the tooth 
85 from the slide.70. Thereupon the spring 80 
moves: the slide into the outermost position as 5 
illustrated in Fig. 7. This ejects the token and 
shows at once that such token is not suitable for 
Any suitable means may be employed for sup 

plying the pigment to make the imprint. For 10. 
example, I may uses sales slips interleaved with 
carbon strips to effect, the printing in that man 
ner...I prefer, however, to mount an inking rib 
bon in the base of the machine, such ribbon ex 
tending intermediately across the region of the 15 
token and across the other matter to be printed. 

I have shown in Fig. 5 a pair of slotted spools 
100 and of mounted in the base, terminating at 
the outer ends in knurled heads: 02 by which 
either.'spool may be turned. An inking ribbon 20 
103, wound, on one spool, may pass upwardly 
through a slot 05 in the bed plate 2 f, thence 
across the slide 70 downwardly through the cor 
responding slot 06 to the otherspool. Of... Such 
inking ribbon may conveniently be faced on its 25 
underside with a non-inking protection to keep 
from soiling the token. When: any particular 
region of the ribbon becomes worn the rotation 
of the corresponding knob 02 a short distance 
would bring a fresh portion of the ribbon into 30 
position...for use. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
The bed may carry suitable guides for the 

sales slips. For instance, there may be a side. 
guide. f. secured to one side of the bed, as 
shown in Fig. 5, and thin metal shields ff2 may 85 
overhang the rear portion of the slide, and other 
thin sheet metal shields employed, as desired, to 
restrict the action of the platen to merely the: 
embossed matter on the token and on the addi 
tional printing members, so that there would be 40. 
no tendency to smudge the marginal portions of 
the sales slip. These are details which may be 
employed as desired. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

In changing the dates or other additional mat 
ter, on the slide, it is a convenience to have the 453. 
slide project from under the ribbon, and from. 
under any shield which may be employed beneath. . . . 
the ribbon conveniently. and to enable this to be: 
accomplished without regard to the action of the 
platen arm, I secure a flat spring leaf. 120 to 50 
the underside of the bed plate 2, this leaf have: 
ing an arm f2l extending over the arm 87, which 
carries the slide latch 85, and having an upward 
projection: 22 by which it may be manually de... . . 
pressed whenever desired. Such depression. 55 s 5 causes the arm 2 to depress the latch lever, 
withdrawing the latch tooth 85 from the slide, 
and allowing the slide spring 80 to project they 
slide so that the portion thereof normally be-, 

: 60 
It will be: understood from the description: 

given that I have provided a very simple: form 
of token, which may be readily folded and car 
ried by the user in his pocket or purse and 
readily, unfolded for use whenever presented in 65. 
connection with a purchase. Such token is very. 
easily inserted in the machine which may stand 
with the arm raised and the printing carriage 
cocked; then immediately upon insertion the 
operator simply places the sales slip over the 70. 
inking ribbon, brings down the arm, pressing or 
striking down upon the knob. The released car 
riage thereupon rolls the platen quickly across 
the printing members to effect the printing. 
The printing action by the springs 57, when 
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released by the operator pressing down on the 
knob 65, takes place before the operator can re 
move his manual pressure on the knob, which 
has been holding the arm stud 35 against the 
bed. Accordingly, the guide for the platen "car 
riage is held in a definite horizontal position-over 
the bed during the stroke of the platen, resulting 
in an accurate, well-formed imprint: . . . . . . 
As soon as the token is printed, the sales 

man withdraws the token from the machine, us 
ing the extended cover as a handle to draw it 
out, closes the token and returns it to the owner 
with the sales slip, and throws back the platen 
arm to vertical position to cock the carriage ready 
for the next imprint. The operation of the 
cocking and printing continues successively so 
long as the proper tokens are presented. - 
As soon as an improper token is presented 

the mere lowering of the platen before there is 
any printing action causes the slide to move out 
Wardly carrying the token beyond the inking rib 
bon and platen, and showing at Once that print 
ing from that token is impossible. Thereupon 
the salesman removes the token and no sale is 
made. The salesman may return the token to 
the customer with the statement that the ima 
chine shows it is not available at that store. 
I claim: - 

1. In a printing device the combination, with 
a platen and means to support a token with 
which the platen may cooperate to print, of means 
to shift said supporting means in a manner to 
prevent printing from a token not correlated with 
the machine. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

2. In a printing device, the combination of a 
bed adapted to support a token having print 
ing characters, a platen adapted to coact with 
such characters to effect printing, and control 
mechanism on the machine adapted to be, set by 
a token to automatically move said token in its 
own principal plane and thereby discharge such 
token, said mechanism being non-effective if an 
indication on the token properly. Corresponds 
with said control mechanism. w 

3. The combination with a plurality of cus 
tomer's tokens, one of which has a Selective in 
dication in one position and another of which has 
no such indication in that position, a printing 
machine adapted to print from a token of the 
first-mentioned character, a holder to carry a 
token, and a discarding device on the machine 
operating automatically to shift said holder to 
a predetermined position and thereby eject a 
token of the last-mentioned character before 
printing can be effected. - .. 

4. The combination with a plurality of cus 
tomer's tokens, one of which has a notch: in its 
edge in one position and the other of which has no 
notch in such position, a printing machine adapt 
ed to print from tokens, a holder carried by said 
machine for a token and a discarding device on 
the machine under the control of a member 
adapted to enter the notch of a proper token, 
said discarding device, operating automatically 
to shift said holder to a predetermined position 
and thereby eject an improper token before print 
ing can be effected. 

5. In a printing device of the character de 
scribed, the combination, with a platen and means 
to support a token with which the platen may 
cooperate to print, of means operating automa 
tically consequent upon a movement of the platen 
to eject a token not correlated with the machine 
before printing can be effected. 
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6. In a printing machine, the combination of . 

a bed to support a token, a platen arm, a platen 
thereon, mechanism whereby the lowering of the 
platen arm effects the discharge of an improper 
token before the platen can effect printing. 

7. In a token printing machine, the combina 
tion of a bed, a platen arm pivoted thereto, a 
roller platen carried by the arm, means on the 
bed for holding a token in position to be en 
gaged by the roller platen as it moves along the 
lowered platen arm, and mechanism coacting 
with the token and operative consequent upon 
the lowering of the platen arm to effect the dis 
charge of an impropertoken before the platen 
comes into position to print from the token. 

8. In a printing machine, the combination of 
a bed adapted to carry a form, a raisable platen 
arm carried thereby, a roller platen on the arm, 
means for constraining the platen and latching 
it under constraint when the arm is raised, and 
mechanism adapted to release the latch at a 
time when the arm is lowered, whereby the platen 
may automatically travel across the form. 

9. In a printing machine, the combination of 
a bed adapted to carry a printing form, a rais 
able platen arm carried by the bed, a roller platen. 
On the arm, Spring means adapted to move the 
platen along the arm, means for latching the 
platen with the Spring means, and a manually 
Operable device carried by the platen arm and 
serving under pressure of the operator's hand to 
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hold the platen arm in its depressed position and - 
to release the latch, whereby the spring means 
may cause the platen to roll over the form. 

10. In a printing machine, the combination of 
a bed adapted to carry a printing form, a platen 
arm carried by the bed and adapted to raise 
therefrom, a roller platen slidably mounted on 
the arm, spring means tending to move the platen 
bodily along the arm, mechanism operating auto 
matically consequent upon the raising of the arm 
to move the platen bodily in opposition to the 
Spring means, means for latching the platen in 
its constrained position when the arm is raised 
and retaining the platen in this position while 
the arm is being lowered, and a manually oper 
able device carried by the platen arm and serving 
under pressure of the operator's hand to hold the 
platen arm in its depressed position and to re 
lease the latch. 

ll. In a printing machine, the combination of 
a bed, a movable platen arm, a bodily movable 
roller platen on the arm, a shiftable slide on the 
bed, means on the slide for carrying a customer's 
token in position to be engaged by the roller 
platen when the platen arm is lowered, and means 
for rolling the platen across the token. 

12. In a printing machine, the combination of 
a bed, a movable platen arm, a shiftable slide 
On the bed adapted for carrying a customer's 
token in position to be engaged by the platen, 
means acting consequent upon the lowering of 
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the platen arm to release the slide if the token 
is not properly correlated with the machine, and 
Spring means Operating to move the released slide. 

13. In a printing machine, the combination 
of a bed, a slide mounted thereon having means 
for movably carrying a customer's token, a spring 
tending to move the slide in a direction away from 
the bed, a latch to hold the slide in an active 
position, a pivoted platen arm carried by the bed, 

65 

70 

a platen carried by the arm, and mechanism. 
under the control of the customer's token on the 
slide to effect the release of the slide latch 
consequent upon the lowering of the platen arm. 

75 
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14. In a printing machine, the combination. 

of a bed, a movable platen arma bodily movable. 
roller platen on the arm, a shiftable slide on the 

... bed, means on the slide for carrying a customer's 
token in position to be engaged by the roller. 
platen while the platen arm is lowered, and 
mechanism on the machine controllied by the 
token to automatically release the slide, said 
mechanism being non-effective if the indication 
mechanism. . 

15. In a printing machine, the combination, 
of a plurality of seats, means for holding print 
ing matter in one of the seats indefinitely for 

is successive impressions, means for holding a 
customer's token on the other seat for one im, 
pression, a platen adapted to coact simultaneous 
ly, with printing matter on both seats, and means 
for preventing such coaction if the customer's 
token does not correspond to that machine. . . 

16. The combination of a bed, a slide mounted. 
thereon, having a plurality of seats, one for rela 
tively permanent matter and the other for a . 
customer's token changeable for each impress 

ision, a platen adapted to coact with both the 
token and the relatively permanent form, con 
trol mechanism for the slide adapted to coact 
with the token to move the slide automatically 
when the token does not correspond with the con 
trol mechanism such movement being adapted 
to carry the customer's token beyond the region 
of the platen. 
. . . In a printing machine, the combination 
of a bed, a platen arm carried thereby, a slidable 
carriage on the arm, a roller platen on the car 
riage, a spring acting on the carriage tending to 
move it in one direction, mechanism connected 
with the carriage operating to move. it in the 
other direction consequent upon the elevation of 
the arm, automatic means for latching the car 
riage in the position in which the elevation of the 
arm has brought it and retaining such position 
during the lowering of the arm, and mechanism 
to release the latch to enable the spring to carry 
the roller across the printing form on the bed. 

18. In a printing machine, the combination of 
a bed adapted to carry a printing form, a pivoted 
platen arm, a slidable carriage on the arm, a 

... 65 

roller platen on the carriage, a spring attached 
to the carriage and tending to move it along the 
arm, link mechanism connected with the carriage 
tending to move it along the arm in opposition to 
the spring when the arm is raised, a latch carried 
by the arm and operating automatically to retain 
the carriage in the position in which the link 
mechanism has moved it, a manually depressible 
knob mounted on the platen arm, and means 
whereby the depression of such knob when the 
arm has been lowered may operate the latch to 
release the carriage, whereby the spring may 
cause the platen to roll over the form. 

19. In a printing machine, the combination of 
a bed adapted to carry a printing form, a rais 
able platen arm, a carriage slidably guided on the 
arm, a roller platen mounted in the carriage, a 
spring secured to the carriage and tending to 
move the carriage along the arm, mechanism 

. . connected to the carriage and operating when the 
arm is raised to move the carriage along the arm 

70 in opposition to the spring, means to hold the carriage in such constrained position, a latch to 
hold the arm temporarily elevated while allow 
ing the arm to be readily lowered without releas 
ing the carriage holding means. 

5. 20. In a printing machine, the combination 

to on the token properly corresponds with said 

5. 
of a bed adapted to carry a printing form, a 
platen arm pivotally mounted thereon and having 
a head adjacent the free end, a carriage slidably 
guided on the head, a roller platen mounted in 
the carriage, a tension spring secured to the car 
riage and anchored adjacent the pivot of the arm 
tending to move the carriage rearwardly along. 
the arm, linkage mechanism, connected to the 
carriage and operating when the arm is raised to 

- the arm, alo 
latch on the arm. to hold the carriage in such 
constrained position, a second latch to hold the . 

move the carriage forwardly along the arm, a 

arm temporarily elevated while allowing the arm 
to be readily lowered without releasing the car. 
riage latch, a depressible knob carried by the 

... head, and mechanism operated by said knob to 
release the carriage latch, whereby the operator. 
may by one action hold the platen arm down 
and release the platen to roll over the form. . 

21. In a machine for printing customer's to 
kens, the combination with a platen carrying 

s 

arm, of a bed, a slide mounted thereon, means on the slide for removably carrying the token, dif 
ferent tokens having differently positioned 
notches in their edges, a movable pin adapted to 25. 
bear against the edge of the token as inserted 
and enter the notch if properly positioned rela 
tive to the pin, a latch for the slide, a spring 
tending to move the slide into position to carry 
the token beyond the region of the platen, and 
means whereby the lowering of the arm may re 
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lease the side latch or leave it active according 
to the position of the control pin. . 

22. In a machine for printing customer's tok 
ens, the combination of a bed, a slide mounted 
thereon and adapted to carry a token, spring 
means tending to move the slide and carry the 
token to an idle position, a latch for holding the 
slide in its active position, a platen arm carried 
by the bed and having a platen adapted to co 
act with the token on the positioned slide, a 
movable abutment carried by the bed, control 
mechanism on the bed having a pin adapted to 
enter a properly positioned notch in the edge 
of the token or engage the edge of the token if 
there is no notch in this location to vary the pool 
sition of the abutment accordingly, means on the 
arm adapted to engage or miss the abutment 
upon lowering of the arm consequent upon the 
action of the control mechanism, and means, 
whereby the engagement of the abutment causes 
a movement of the retaining latch for the slide, 
whereby the slide is released and its spring 
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causes the movement of the token to idle posi- . . 
tion. 

23. In a machine for printing customer's tok 
ens, the combination of a bed, a slide thereon, 
means on the slide for removably carrying the 
token, an inking ribbon extending across the 
slide, a spring tending to move the slide into 
position to carry a token on the slide beyond the 
region of the ribbon, a platen adapted to coact 
with the token on the slide positioned beneath 
the ribbon to effect printing from the token, dif 
ferent tokens having differently positioned con 
trol characteristics thereon, and mechanism on 

... the machine including means coacting with the 
control characteristic of the token to cause nove 
ment of the side when an improperly char 
acterized token is on the slide, whereby such 

65 

70 
token is carried out from under the inking rib 
bOn. 

24. In a machine for printing customer's toke 
ens, the combination of a bed, a slide thereon, 
means on the slide for removably carrying the 75 
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6 
token, an inking ribbon extending across the 
slide and overlying a token thereon or leaving the 
token exposed according to the position of the 
slide, a spring tending to move the slide into po 
sition to carry the token beyond the region of 
the ribbon, a latch for restraining the slide 
against such spring action, a movable platen arm 
carrying a platen adapted to coact with the token 
on the slide positioned beneath the ribbon to ef 
fect printing from the token, different tokens 
having differently positioned control characteris 
tics thereon, and mechanism on the machine co 
acting with the control characteristic of the token 
and adapted to cause the platen arm when low 
ered to release the slide latch before the platen 
can coact with the token, whereby the token is 
carried out from under the inking ribbon. 

25. A printing machine having a bed carrying 
an open ended shallow groove into which a cus 
stomer's token may be slid by longitudinal move 
ment, and a platen adapted to coact with the 
token when so held, combined with a customer's 
token composed of an embossed printing plate, 
a cover hinged to the end of the plate on an 
axis extending along such end, said cover Serv 
ing to protect the plate when not in the machine 

2,092,026 
and acting as a handle for the insertion of the 
plate into the slideway of the machine or its 
withdrawal therefrom, and a member carried by 
the machine to support said cover when a token 
is placed in said groove. 

26. In a printing machine, the combination of 
a bed, a slide carried thereby said slide having a 
shallow channel with overhanging ledges at its 
edges, the intermediate region of the slide be 
ing adapted to support a customer's token while 
the ledges overhang the edges of the token, a 
token adapted to be mounted on the slide and 
comprising a printing plate slidable beneath the 
ledges and a cover plate hinged to the end of 
the printing plate and adapted to engage and be 
supported by the slide near the hinge axis when 
the plate is inserted, whereby the cover acts as 
a handle for the insertion or removal of the 
plate, platen mechanism operating to print from 
the inserted token, and mechanism to release. the 
slide when an improper token is mounted there 
on, there being machanism to move the released 
slide outwardly to carry such token to a non 
printing position. 
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