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1. 

3,259,229 
GARMENT PACKAGE 

Lawrence A. Britingham, Philadelphia, Pa., assignor to 
Clueft, Peabody & Co., Inc., Troy, N.Y., a corporatiola 
of New York 

Fied Dec. 31, 1963, Ser. No. 334,894 
4. Claims. (C. 205-7) 

This invention relates to an improved garment package, 
and more particularly to a garment package which pro 
vides a support for the hook portion of a garment hanger 
to position a garment in the package. 
Many garments, such as a man's sport shirt, are folded 

and placed in a polyethylene bag following the manufac 
turing operations. They are then packaged loosely in a 
box either singly or with two or three other shirts, for 
storage and for shipment to a retailer for display and sale 
to the ultimate consumer. Such garments are usually dis 
played and sold in the folded condition. 
On the other hand, some garments are displayed on a 

garment hanger. There are recognized advantages to a 
purchaser when the purchaser has an opportunity to in 
spect a garment which is displayed on a hanger, as com 
pared with a folded garment. When displayed openly 
on a hanger, the drape, hang, shape, pattern matching, 
and other construction features of the fabric and garment 
can be more readily examined, whereas it is harder for 
the customer to examine such features if the garment is 
tightly folded or packaged in a polyethylene bag. 
A garment displayed for sale on a hanger should have 

a pleasing appearance. If the garment is wrinkled or 
excessively creased by folding when it is shipped from the 
point of manufacture to the point of sale, the retailer 
must iron the garment to provide the pleasing uncreased 
appearance. Previous attempts to package a garment on 
a hanger, such that it lies smoothly and without folds, 
have been complicated in construction by the addition of 
hanger support members which had to be attached to the 
side or end walls of the package which were costly to 
construct and could not be stored in a flat condition. 

It is the object of the present invention to provide an 
improved garment package which will position a garment 
hanger on which a garment is mounted and prevent slid 
ing of the garment within the package. 

Another object of the present invention is to provide 
a garment package in which garments, such as men's 
sport shirts, may be packaged with a minimum of folds 
and from which the garment may be readily removed fol 
lowing shipment from the factory to the retailer and the 
hanger can be immediately hung on a rack for display 
and sale to the ultimate consumer. 

Another object of the invention is to provide a garment 
package which may be formed as a cut-out blank or 
stamping from paper board, which may be stored in a 
flat form, and which in its assembled form cooperates 
with a hook portion of a garment hanger to position a 
garment securely on the hanger within the package. 

Other objects and advantages will be apparent from 
the following description of the invention, and the novel 
features will be particularly pointed out hereinafter in the 
appended claims. 

In accordance with the present invention, a garment 
box is formed as a cut-out or stamping from a board ma 
terial preferably made from paper. The box may be 
rectangular in shape with one or more sides formed with 
a rigid tubular or channel construction extending along 
the side and presenting an inner wall and an outer wall. 
The inner wall is provided with spaced apertures which 
define a substantially vertical support member having a 
width along the inner wall corresponding to a cord of the 
inner arc of the hanger hook so that the hook portion of 
a garment hanger may be positioned in the apertures and 

5 

10 

15 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

70 

2 
on the support member. The edges of the support mem 
ber and of the inner wall which define the aperture are 
positioned to engage the inner and outer arcs of the 
hanger hook on movement of the hanger hook to thereby 
limit movement of the hanger hook. Additionally, the 
inner and outer walls of the side portion of the package 
are spaced to receive the hanger hook therebetween and 
to limit movement of the hanger hook in a direction away 
from the support member by engaging the outer arc of 
the hanger hook when the hanger hook moves from its 
position on the support member. Rotation of the hanger 
on the support member is limited by positioning the ad 
jacent side portions of the garment box at a suitable 
distance from and adjacent to the edges of a garment 
positioned on the garment hanger in the garment box. 

In the accompanying drawing: 
FIG. 1 is a plan view of a garment box constructed in 

accordance with the present invention and shown in laid 
out or flat form; 

FIG. 2 is an isometric view of a portion of the garment 
package partially assembled to illustrate the manner in 
which the blank shown in FIG. 1 is assembled; 

FIG. 3 is a plan view of an assembled garment box 
shown in FIG. 1, in assembled form, and showing a man's 
shirt on a hanger positioned in the hanger box; 

FIG. 4 is a side view of a preferred embodiment in 
assembled form and showing a fragment of the inner 
wall of the side portion including the apertures and the 
Support member on which the hanger hook is positioned; 
FIG. 5 is a side view of a portion of the inner wall of 

the side portion showing alternative arrangements for the 
apertures and support member construction. 

FIG. 6 is a partial sectional view showing the locking 
arrangement for a side portion and taken along line 6-6 
of FIG. 1; 

FIG. 7 is a partial sectional view showing the preferred 
rectangularly shaped channel construction of the side 
portion with a hanger hook positioned in the apertures 
and taken along line 7-7 of FIG. 1; 

FIG. 8 is a sectional view showing an alternative side 
portion construction in which the inner wall of the side 
portion is at an angle to the outer wall; 

FIG. 9 is a side view of a fragment of the inner wall 
of the side portion showing the configuration of the aper 
tures and Support member when the channel construction 
shown in FIG. 8 is used; 

FIG. 10 is a partial sectional view showing another 
alternative construction of the side portion; 
FIG. 11 is a partial sectional plan view of the channel 

construction of the side portion showing the positioning of 
a hanger hook in the apertures and on the support mem 
ber; and 

FIG. 12 is a partial sectional view showing another 
alternative construction of the hanger receiving area. 
The present invention is concerned with the bottom 

portion or box portion of a two-piece package, the top 
portion of which comprises a normal box cover and will 
not be described in detail herein. 

In the preferred embodiment of the invention, illus 
trated in FIGS. 1 and 2, the package bottom 98 includes a 
body portion 102. The body portion 102 is preferably 
rectangular in shape and it is formed from a flat portion 
of board material, such as paper, which is sufficiently 
thick to resist bending and other forces normally ex 
perienced by a garment box during shipping operations. 
A side portion 112 extends along at least one side of 

the body portion 162, and in the preferred embodiment 
opposing side portions are constructed in a like manner. 
The side portion 112 is preferably formed as an integral 
portion of the body portion 102 and may be conveniently 
formed simultaneously with the body portion 102. 
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Side portions 114 are also formed integrally with the 
body portion 102. The second side portions 114 extend 
along the sides of the body portion 102 which are adja 
cent to the side portions 112 and are on opposing sides 
of the body portion 102. Although opposing sides of the 
garment package 98 are of like construction, as shown 
and described herein, it will be understood that the inven 
tion is not limited to this arrangement. The side portions 
114 are arranged to interlock with the side portions 112 
and with the body portion 02 to form the bottom of the 
package in a manner to be explained hereinafter. 

In accordance with the present invention, the side 112 
is formed with fold lines 116, 117, 118 and 119 which 
extend parallel to the side of the body portion i02 and 
along the entire length of the side portion 112. When 
the side portion 112 is folded along the fold lines 1:16, 
117, 118, 119, the side portion 12 forms a channel which 
has a substantially rectangular cross-section and which 
may be made rigid by attaching the flap portion 122 to 
the body portion 02 by any known manner such as by 
gluing. When the side portion 112 is in its assembled 
position, it presents an inner wall 124 and an outer wall 
126 (seen more clearly in FIG. 2) connected by a top 
wall 128. 
The side portion 114 is formed with fold lines 130, 

31 and 132 which extend parallel to the side of the body 
portion 102 and along the entire length of the side port 
tion 114. A tab 134 is formed on the fold line 130 
by elongated cut 135 angled at its end to cause the tab to 
fold out and to remain in the plane of the side i.14 when 
the side is folded along the fold line 130. A correspond 
ing tab portion 136 is formed along fold line 132 by 
an elongated cut 137. When the side portion 114 is 
folded along the fold lines 130, 131 and 132, the tab por 
tions 134 and 136 come together and combine to lock 
the side portion 114 in its folded position by the projec 
tion of the tab 136 through the cut-out portion in the 
body portion 102 left by the tab 134, as shown in FIG. 6. 

Adjacent ends of the side portions i2 and 114 are 
shaped to provide interlocking corners between the side 
portions 112 and 114 when the garment package is in its 
made-up condition. The inner and outer walls of the side 
portions 112 are provided with laterally extending flaps 
40 and 141 on each end. The flaps 140 and 141 are ar 
ranged to fold inwardly along fold lines 142 and 143, 
respectively. The width of the flaps 140 and 4f corre 
sponds to the inner height of the side portion 114, So 
that the flaps 140 and 141 may extend into the inner fold 
of the side 114 when the side 114 is in its assembled 
position. To this end, the flap 141 includes an offset edge 
45 to permit the fold line 131 of the side portion 114 

to extend over the offset edge 145 of the flap 141. 
To provide a further interlock between the side portions 

112 and 114 at the corner formed therebetween, a tab 
portion 148 is formed on the ends of the side portions 
114 and a corresponding tab 149 is formed along the fold 
line of the flap 140 by an elongated cut 15i having angled 
ends. When the side portions 112 and i4 are in their 
assembled position, the flap 148 extends through the 
opening formed as the tab 149 moves with the flap 140 
out of the plane of the inner wall 124 as the flap is folded 
along fold line 142. By means of these interlocking ar 
rangements, the side portions 112 and 114 combine to 
form a rigid wall construction for the portion 98 of the 
garment package. 

In accordance with the present invention, the inner 
wall 124 includes edges within the wall which define 
apertures 154 and 156. The apertures 154 and 156 are 
spaced to form a support member 158 therebetween. The 
edges 159 and 161 of the support member 158 extend 
substantially vertically over the height of the side wall 124. 
The apertures 154 and 156 are proportioned to receive 

the hook portion 200 of a hanger and the edges 159 and 
161 are spaced to provide a width of the support member 
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4. 
inner arc of the hook portion 200 of the garment hanger, 
thereby permitting the hook portion to be positioned si 
multaneously in the apertures 154 and 156 and on the 
support member 158. 

Edged portions 163 and 64, which define portions of 
apertures 154 and 156 respectively, are positioned to lim 
it movement of the hook portion of the garment hanger 
in directions along the inner wall 124 when the hook 
portion is positioned in the apertures 154 and 156. That 
is, not only do edges 159 and 16 of the support member 
158 limit movement of the hanger hook in a direction 
along the inner wall 124, but the edges 163 and 164 also 
limit such movement, particularly if the hanger hook 
should move slightly away from the support member 158 
toward the outer wall 126. 
As a further feature of my invention, the outer wall 

126 is positioned with respect to the support member and 
the inner wall to permit the positioning of the hook por 
tion of a garment hanger on the support member 158, 
but limiting movement of said hanger hook in a direction 
away from the support member 158 when the hanger hook 
is so positioned. In this manner, the inner surface of the 
outer wall 126 will engage the outer arc surface of the 
hanger hook as at point 204 (FIG. 11), when the hanger 
hook starts to move excessively in a direction away from 
the support member 158. In order to facilitate the posi 
tioning of a hanger hook in the apertures, aperture 156 
is provided with an extended portion 157 through which 
a hanger hook may be readily inserted and positioned 
on the support member 158. 
Another feature of my invention is that the side por 

tions 114 are positioned such that when a garment is 
placed on a hanger with the hook portion in the apertures 
154 and 156, the side portions 114 loosely engage the sides 
of the garment. In this way, as shown in FIG. 3, the side 
portions 114 limit rotation of the hanger hook and pre 
vent it form rotating and moving out of the apertures. 

In FIG. 5, an alternative construction of the aperture 
154 is shown in which the aperture is divided forming two 
smaller apertures 166 and 167. This alternative con 
struction would be advantageous when it is desired to 
limit vertical movement of a hanger hook positioned on 
the support member 168. For example, two hanger 
hooks may be positioned on the support member and 
separated by positioning one hook in each of the two 
apertures 166 and 167. It will be understood, however, 
that such separate apertures are not required for each 
hook, and several hangers may be positioned on the Sup 
port member 158 of the embodiment shown in FIG. 2. 

In FIG. 8, an alternative construction of the side por 
tion 112 is shown in which the inner wall 170 is at an 
angle with respect to the outer wall 171. When this 
embodiment is used, the apertures 172 and 173, shown in 
FIG. 9, must be suitably proportioned to take into con 
sideration the shorter distance between the inner wall 
170 and the outer wall 171 at the top portion of the side 
portion as compared to the distance at the bottom por 
tion of the side portion and therefore a shorter arc 
portion of a hanger hook will be positioned on the top 
portion of the support member. 

In FIG. 10, I have shown an alternative means for 
attaching the flap 122 of the side portion 112 to the 
body portion 102. Thus in FIG. 10, the flap folds in 
wardly toward the center of the box and the flap is at 
tached by a staple 125. 

In another alternative embodiment illustrated in FIG. 
12, there is a struck portion 174 which is hinged at one 
edge thereof and is folded into the channel formed when 
the walls 124, 128 and 126 are in final position after 
forming of the garment package. This struck portion 
acts as a lock by creating a confinement of the hanger 
between the free edge of the struck portion 174 and 
the inner face of the wall 126 when the hanger is passed 
through the apertures 156 and 154 and prevents removal 

158 corresponding to a cord “S” (seen in FIG. 11) of the 75 by vibration such as experienced in normal handling and 
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shipping. Also as seen in FIG. 12, an added reinforce 
ment may be provided for the support member 158 by 
and adhesive tape 175 applied to the inner wall of the 
support member before the end portion 112 is assembled. 

In the use of the present garment package, the bottom 
portion 98 is cut or stamped from a flat board material, 
such as paper, and although the fold lines are formed 
during the cutting operation, the bottom may be stored 
in the flat condition until it is to be used. In making 
up the box a side portion 112 is formed by folding in 
wardly along fold lines 116, 117, 118 and 119. The 
fold lines 142 and 143 of flap portions 140 and 141 will 
then be positioned parallel to each other and may be 
folded inwardly and extend along the fold line 130 of 
the side portion 114. The side portion 114 is then folded 
along fold lines 130, 131 and 132 to interlock tab. 134 
and 136 and tabs 148 and 151 to form the completed 
bottom portion of the garment box. 
To package a garment in the bottom 98, the garment, 

such as a man's sport shirt, is placed on a grament hanger 
having a usual hook portion. The hook portion 200 is 
inserted through the extension 157 of the aperture 156, 
then moved along between the inner surfaces of the 
walls 124 and 126 and then through the aperture 154 so 
that the hook portion 200 is positioned on the support 
member 158, as shown in FIG. 11. When the hanger is 
in this position, movement of the hanger hook is limited 
by edges 163, 164, 159 and 161 which engage the inner 
and outer arcuate surfaces of the hook portion. Move 
ment is further limited by the inner surface of the Wall 
126 which limits movement of the hanger hook away 
from the support member 158. Additionally, rotation 
of the hanger hook on the support member 158 is limited 
by the positioning of the side portions 114 adjacent to 
the sides of the garment in the bottom portion 98, as 
seen in FIG. 3. More than one garment may be placed 
in the bottom portion, as desired. 
A usual box top may then be placed on the bottom 

portion 98 to form the complete package. When the 
package is opened, the garment may be removed by re 
moving the garment hanger and the garment may be im 
mediately hung on a rack for display and sale to the 
ultimate consumer. 

It will be recognized that the novel construction de 
scribed above for positioning and limiting movement of 
the hook portion of a garment hanger can be utilized in 
constructing one side, two opposing sides or all four 
sides of the garment box. 

It also will be understood that various changes in the 
details, which have been herein described and illus 
trated in order to explain the nature of the invention, 
may be made by those skilled in the art, within the princi 
ple and scope of the invention as expressed in the ap 
pended claims. 

I claim: 
1. A garment box adapted to position therein a garment 

hanger having a hook portion, said box comprising a 
body portion and a first side portion, said first side por 
tion having a structurally rigid tubular construction in 
cluding an inner wall and an outer wall, edges formed 
within said inner wall defining apertures spaced to re 
ceive a hook portion of a garment hanger, said edges 
being positioned to limit movement of the hook portion 
in a direction along said inner wall when the hook por 
tion is positioned in said apertures, and side portions ad 
jacent to said first side portion and arranged to limit 
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rotation of a hanger with its hook portion positioned in 
said apertures. 

2. A garment box adapted to position therein a gar 
ment hanger having a hook portion, said box comprising 
a body portion and side portions extending from said 
body portion, at least one of said side portions having a 
Substantially rectangular-shaped channel construction in 
cluding apertures spaced to receive a hook portion of 
a garment hanger, said edges being positioned to limit 
movement of the hook portion of the garment hanger 
when the hook portion is positioned in said apertures, 
and said side portions of said box adjacent to said one 
side portion arranged to limit rotation of a hanger posi 
tioned with its hook portion in said apertures. 

3. A garment box adapted to position therein a garment 
hanger having a hook portion, said box comprising a 
rectangularly-shaped body portion and side portions, two 
opposing said side portions having a substantially rec 
tangular-shaped channel construction including an inner 
wall and an outer wall, said inner wall of each of said 
opposing side portions having spaced apertures forming 
a support member therebetween, said support members 
extending substantially vertically and having a width along 
said inner walls corresponding to a cord of the inner arc 
of the hook portion of a garment hanger, one of said 
apertures in each said opposing side portions adapted 
to receive the hook portion of a garment hanger to 
facilitate positioning of said hook in said spaced apertures 
and on said support members, said inner wall and said 
outer wall of each of said two opposing side portions be 
ing spaced to receive said hanger hook therebetween and 
being spaced to limit movement of said hanger hook in 
a direction away from said support members, and other 
opposing side portions adjacent to said first opposing side 
portions arranged to limit rotation of hangers positioned 
on support members of each of said first opposing side 
portions. 

4. The combination of a garment box with a garment 
hanger having a hook portion, said box comprising a body 
portion and an integrally formed side portion, said side 
portion having a substantially rectangularly-shaped chan 
nel construction including an inner wall and an outer 
wall, said inner wall having spaced apertures defined by 
edges within said inner wall and forming a support mem 
ber therebetween, said support member extending Sub 
stantially vertically of said inner wall and having a width 
along said inner wall corresponding to a cord of the inner 
arc of said hook portion, a hook portion of a garment 
hanger positioned in said apertures and on said support 
members, said edges of said inner wall engaging the arc 
portion of said hook at separated points to limit move 
ment of said hook portion in the direction along said 
inner wall when said hook portion is positioned in said 
apertures and on said support member, said inner wall 
and said outer wall being spaced to receive said hanger 
hook therebetween and to limit movement of said hanger 
hook in a direction away from said support member. 
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