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The present invention relates to improvements in 
keepers for electrical cords or the like. 
One object of the invention is to provide a simple and 

economical keeper which may be conveniently employed 
to hold all or a portion of an electrical cord in one or 
more collapsed loops for shipment or storage of the cord 
or to shorten the effective length of the cord when it is 

S. 

Another object of the invention is to provide a keeper 
of the type described which may be readily attached to the 
cord and which will be conveniently available after the 
cord has been used to hold the cord in looped condition 
for storage. . 
These ends are attained by a keeper formed as a one 

piece flexible strap-like member having integrally formed 
means by which it is attached to a single length or strand 
of an electrical cord. The cord may be folded or coiled 
into any desired number of loops forming a bundle of 
strands around which the keeper will be wrapped to form 
a closed loop. Means are provided for releasably hold 
ing the so-wrapped keeper in whatever size of closed loop 
is necessary to constrain-the bundled strands of the elec 
trical cord. When it is desired to use the cord, the closed 
loop of the keeper is simply released. The cord having 
been neatly stored will be free of troublesome snarls and 
the keeper will remain attached to the cord so that it will 
be conveniently available when it is again desired to store 
the cord. 
The above and other related objects and features of the 

invention will be apparent from a reading of the following 
description of the disclosure found in the accompanying 
drawing and the novelty thereof pointed out in the 
appended claims. 

In the drawing: 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view showing a keeper of the 

type referred to; 
FIG. 2 is a fragmentary perspective view illustrating 

the means for attaching this keeper to a single strand of 
an electrical cord; - 

FIG. 3 is a fragmentary perspective view illustrating 
alternate means for attaching the keeper to a single strand 
of an electrical cord; 
FIG. 4 is a perspective view illustrating the keeper 

wrapped into a closed loop to constrain a bundle of 
strands of the electrical cord which has been folded into a 
plurality of flat loops for storage; 
FIG. 5 is a section taken on line V-V in FIG. 4; and 
FIG. 6 is a perspective view on a reduced scale illus 

trating the use of this keeper to shorten the effective length 
of an electrical cord. 
The keeper 10 illustrated in the drawings is a one-piece 

flexible strap-like member which may be economically 
formed by a stamping operation or by injection molding. 
It may be formed of many different materials, but medium 
to soft durometer rubber or vinyl plastics having similar 
properties are preferred. 
The usual practice is to first attach the keeper 10 to a 

single strand of an electrical cord c (FIG. 2). Thus a 
tongue 12 is formed intermediate the length of the keeper 
and preferably is what can be referred to as an internal 
tongue in that it is spaced inwardly from the adjacent side 
edges of the keeper indicated at 14. The single strand of 
the electrical cord is placed transversely at the base of the 
tongue 12 which is then wrapped therearound. The 
tongue 12 is provided with an arrow-shaped head 16 
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which is inserted through a triangular aperture 18, spaced 
inwardly from the base of the tongue and pointing toward 
the opposite end of the keeper. This orientation facili 
tates insertion of the arrow-shaped head 16 through the 
aperture. 18. With the tongue 12 held in wrapped rela 
tion around the cord c (see also FIG. 5) the keeper 
cannot be inadvertently separated from the:cord, although 
it can be removed, if desired. 

FIG. 3 illustrates an alternate means. for, so attaching 
a keeper 10 to the cord. c. A pair of upwardly project 
ing opposed arms of tongues. 20. are formed intermediate 
the-length of the keeper 10 and are also of the internal 
type as referred to above. The tongues. 20 are relatively 
stiff and their opposed- ends, are spaced apart somewhat 
less than the diameter of a single strand of the cord c. 
The end faces 22 of the tongues 20, are tapered outwardly 
and upwardly so that the keeper may be attached to the 
cord simply by pressing a single strand thereof between 
the tongues 20. The tongues. 20 are cammed outwardly 

' (by the faces 22) and then snapped over the cord strand 
to confine it on the keeper 10'. E)ue to the nature of 
the tongues 20, the keeper 10' is preferably, formed by 
injection molding. Otherwise the following description 
will apply equally to both embodiments. 

AS. has been: previously indicated, the present, keeper 
is employed to constrain a bundle of cord strands where 
the cord-is-folded of coiled into a plurality of flat loops 
for storage or shipment. FIG. 4 illustrates the electrical 
cord c folded in this fashion. The keeper 10 is wrapped 
around the cord strands which form a bundle intermediate 
the ends of the loops, see FIG. 5. The keeper 10 is 
maintained in this constraining closed loop by one end 24 
being threaded through an opening or aperture 26 adjacent 
the opposite end. The end 24 is pointed to facilitate its 
insertion through the aperture 26. For a substantial 
distance inwardly of the pointed end 24 the keeper has a 
portion 30 with a cross section approximating that of the 
aperture 26 so that the keeper may be drawn into the 
size of a closed loop necessary to constrain the bundle of 
cord strands. One edge of the portion 30 has a series 
of notches or serrations 32 which yieldably maintain the 
portion 30 in whatever position it is drawn through the 
aperture 26. 
When it is desired to use the cord c, the end portion 30 

is simply withdrawn from the aperture 26 and the looped 
portions of the cord may be unfolded with little or no 
chance of knots or snarls being encountered as the cord 
is extended to its full length. The keeper 10 remains 
attached to the cord so that when the cord is to be stored, 
it is immediately available to be wrapped about the folded 
loops of the cord, as above described. 
The keeper 10 may be provided as a convenience fea 

ture by a cord or appliance manufacturer. If the pur 
chaser has no use for the keeper, it may be readily 
detached. Likewise, the keeper may be temporarily de 
tached and later secured to the cord by the user to best 
suit his needs. For temporary storage of the keeper, a 
hole 34 is provided which permits it to be hung on a hook 
or the like. The hole 34 also facilitates gripping of the 
keeper as the end portion 30 is threaded through the 
aperture 26. 
The keeper 10 can also be acquired as a separate item 

for the purposes herein described, as will of course be 
evident. 
A further use of the present keeper is in shortening 

the effective length of an electrical cord. Oftentimes the 
length of an electrical cord presents a hazard, as it is 

O 
casually spread on the floor where it could cause tripping 
or start a fire if accidentally broken. To avoid such 
possible problems, the keeper 10 may be employed to 
constrain the necessary length of cord in looped relation 
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for a given distance from an electrical outlet to the ap 
pliance to which the cord is attached. This use of the 
keeper 10 is illustrated in FIG. 6. The length of the 
end portion 30 is such that the closed loop formed by the 
keeper will constrain a few or even one loop, as well as 
the maximum number of loops desired to be formed in 
a given length of cord. 

Having thus described the invention, what is claimed as 
novel and desired to be secured by Letters Patent of the 
United States is: 

1. A keeper comprising a one-piece, flexible strap-like 
member of substantially uniform thickness having an in 
ternal tongue extending longitudinally thereof inter 
mediate its length and foldable from the plane of the 
strap-like member to be wrapped around a single strand 
of an electrical cord with said strand disposed transversely 
to and at the base of said tongue, said tongue having an 
arrow-shaped head and said strap-like member having a 
-triangularly shaped aperture adjacent the base of said 
tongue with the near side of said aperture parallel to the 
tongue base, said arrow-shaped head being projectible 
through said aperture to provide means for securing the 
free end of the tongue to the strap-like member in secur 
ing the single strand of the electrical cord thereto and 
means for releasably securing said strap-like member in 
a closed loop of variable dimension sufficient to constrain 
a bundle of strands of the electrical cord when the cord is 
folded into one or more flat loops. 

2. A keeper comprising a one piece flexible strap-like 
member of substantially uniform thickness having an 
internal tongue extending longitudinally thereof inter 
mediate its length, and foldable from the plane of the 
strap-like member to be wrapped around a single strand 
of an electrical cord with said strand disposed transversely 
to and at the base of said tongue, and means for securing 
the free end of the internal tongue to the strap-like mem 
ber as it is so wrapped to secure the keeper to the cord, 
and means for releasably securing said member in a closed 
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loop of variable dimension sufficient to constrain a bundle 
of strands of the electrical cord when the cord is folded 
into one or more flat loops. 

3. A keeper comprising a one-piece, flexible strap-like 
member having intermediate its length an internal tongue 
extending longitudinally thereof and foldable to be 
wrapped around a single strand of electrical cord disposed 
transversely to and at the base of said tongue, a triangu 
larly-shaped aperture adjacent the base of said tongue 
with the near side thereof parallel with the tongue base, 
said tongue having an arrow-shaped head adapted to be 
projected through said triangularly-shaped aperture to 
secure the free end of the tongue to the strap-like member 
to thereby secure the keeper to the cord, said strap-like 
member having an opening formed adjacent one end 
thereof, the opposite end of said strap-like member being 
pointed to facilitate its insertion through said opening 
whereby the opposite end portion may be drawn through 
said opening to form a closed loop of variable dimension 
sufficient to constrain a bundle of strands of electrical 
cord when it is folded into one or more flat loops, one 
side edge of said opposite end portion being notched to 
assist in releasably maintaining said opposite end portion 
in a given position relative to said opening. 
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