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To all who, it may concer'72. 
Be it known that I, CHARLES L. FEINBERG, 

of Brooklyn, in the county of Kings and State 
of New York, have invented a new and Im 
proved Clothes-Line Fastener, of which the 
following is a full, clear, and exact descrip 
tion. - 

My invention relates to a clothes line fas 
tener, and it has for its object to provide a 
device simple, durable and economic in its 
construction, whereby the ends of a pulley 
line or other form of clothes line may be 
expeditiously and conveniently united, and 
whereby the slack of the line may be quickly 
taken up at any time, the device serving to 
effectually hold the line in whatever position 
it may have been adjusted. 
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The invention consists in the novel con 
struction and combination of the several 
parts, as will be hereinafter fully set forth 
and pointed out in the claim. 

Reference is to be had to the accompanying 
drawings, forming a part of this specification, 
in which similar figures and letters of refer 
ence indicate corresponding parts in all the 
WleWS. 
Figure 1 is a side elevation of the clothes 

line fastener. Fig. 2 is a plan view of the 
device, one end of the rope being in section; 
and Fig. 3 is a vertical longitudinal section 
through the device, the locking member be 
ing disconnected from the biting surface of 
the body of the device. 
In carrying out the invention the device 

may be said to comprise a body A and a lock 
ing member B. The body is virtually looped, 
and is made preferably from metal, although 
other material may be employed, and com 
prises two parallel side members 10, placed 
a suitable distance apart, and a biting mem 
ber 11, the biting member being a continua 
tion of the side members 10, and is enlarged 
and usually of circular form, being provided 
with an opening 12, shown best in Fig. 3, ex 
tending through from top to bottom, and the 
said opening is wider than the space between 
the side members, it being in communication 
with said space, whereby shoulders 13 are 
formed at each side of the biting member 
where the opening 12 and space between the 
side members are brought in connection. 
The end wall of the opening 12 in the bit 

ing member of the body, is given a downward 
and what may be termed a rearward inclina 
tion, as shown at 14 in Figs. 2 and 3, the in 
clination of the wall 12 being in direction of 
the extremities of the side members 10; and 
preferably the upper end of the said inclined 
wall 14 of the loop body is rendered more or 
less cylindrical, as shown at 15 in Fig. 3. 
The locking member B is made in skeleton 

form in the interest of lightness, and it is 
pivoted preferably between its center and 
rear or outer end in the space between the 
corresponding portions of the side members of 
the body, the pivot pin 16 passing through 
said side body members. The rear extremity 
of the locking member is preferably curved 
downward, as shown in Figs. I and 3, and ter 
minates in an eye 17, while the forward end 
of the said locking member is provided with 
a solid section 18, the outer face 19 whereof 
is inclined correspondingly to the inclination 
of the wall 14 in the biting member of the 
body, since the said solid section of the lock 
ing member is to enter the aforesaid opening 
12; but the solid section of the locking mem 
ber does not completely fill the opening 12, 
as sufficient space is provided between the 
inclined surfaces of the two members to re 
ceive an end of a rope20. 
The rear vertical side surfaces of the solid 

portion 18 of the locking member or section 
of the device are provided with shoulders 21, 
adapted to engage with the shoulders 13 of 
the body member A, or practically so, where 
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by the locking member or section is guided 
when carried down to working position in 
the body member or section, and is prevented 
from having lateral movement. 
At the upper end of the solid portion of the 

Jocking section a knob or handle 22 is formed, 

9o 

whereby the said section may be conveniently 
manipulated and forced down to place. One 
end of the rope 20 is secured in the eye 17 of 
the locking section, as shown in Figs. 1 and 
2, and the other end of the rope is passed up 
through the opening 12 in the body section 
of the device; and after this end of the rope 
has been properly adjusted, the locking sec 
tion practically throughoutits length is forced 
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downward within the body section of the de- . 
vice, and the rope passed through the open 
ing 12 in the body section will be clamped 
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between the two inclined surfaces 14 and 19 
of the device. Consequently the more ten 
sion that mav be applied to the rope, whose 
ends are connected, said tension being ap 

5 plied in a lateral direction, will but serve to 
hold the biting surfaces of the device, namely, 
the surfaces 14 and 19, the more firmly in 
clamping engagement with the rope. The 
handle or knob. 22 enables a person to disen 

Io gage the locking member quickly from the 
rope for purposes of adjustment, or for dis 
connecting the ends of the line when neces 
Sary. 
Having thus described my invention, I 

I5 claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent 
The herein described clothes line fastener, 

consisting of the body A provided with the 
biting member 11 having the spaced and par 

2d allel members 10 projecting therefrom, the 

biting member 11 being provided with the 
opening 12 of greater diameter than the space 
between the parallel members 10, forming the 
shoulders 13, and having its forward end wall 
14 inclined downwardly and toward the shoul- 25 
ders 13, and the locking. member B pivoted 
between the members 10 of the body and hav 
ing its rear end curved downward and pro 
vided with the eye 17, and its forward end 
provided with the head 18, having its front 3o 
face inclined downwardly to correspond with 
the end wall 14 of the opening 12 of the body 
and provided with the shoulders 21 on its 
rear side surfaces adapted to register with 
the shoulders 13 of the body, and with the 35 
knob. 22 on its upper surface, as specified. 

CHARLES L. FEINBERG. 
Witnesses: 

J. L. MCAULIFFE, 
C. SEDGWICK. 

  


