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To all whom it may voncern: -~ 4. -In the embodiment of my invention which
Be it known that T, Avperr J. Forp, a | is used for illustration herein, a cylinder 1
citizen of the United States, residing at the | is employed which is designed for use as a

_ borough of Manhattan, city' of New York, | transfer cylinder of an offset printing press,

- 6in the county of New York and State:of | and a blanket 2 of rubber fabric ig wrapped 60
- New York, have invented 'certain new and partly around the. cylinder 1 and its ends -
~useful . Improvements 'in»,BIanket-Clamping are adjustably secured in a . recess in the
Means for Offset Printing-Pressés, of. which periphery. of the cylinder extending "longi-

. the following is a specification, reference be- tudinally of the cylinder and. transversely = -
10 ing had therein to the dccompanying draw: | of the blanket, by means of clamping mem- 45
ings, forming part thereof. : ... | bers on the ends of the blanket, one of these

My invention relates to improvements in being shown as directly engaging the cylin- -
‘blanket ¢lamping means for offset printing | der and the other as engaging a reel member o
. presses. = .. o - . - ishown as a reel-rod 8. As usual, the reel-

15 In offset printing presses, it is common to | rod provides for the tiglitening of the blan- 7o
- cover the surface.of a printing element of | ket about the cyli_nderby'turning'the reel- -

- cylindrical or'other form with a covering | .rod on its journals, which rotate.in suitable
~or blanket of rubber or other vielding ma- | bearings at the ends of the .cylinder. . To
. terial, commonly termed the  transfer ‘hold thé reel-rod in adjusted position against -

- 20 blanket, which serves as a transfer medium | the tension of the blanket, it is provided at . 75,
+'.to receive the impression from the printing | one outer end with a ratchet wheel 4, which

surface and to print it upon the surface to | is engaged by a spring-pressed pawl 5 piv-
be printed. C T -+ | oted at the end of the cylinder. - This jour- -
My invention relates particularly to the | nalis provided with a square projecting end
25 means by which such a blanket is secured in | for the application of a wrench or other tool 80:
place upon ‘the printing element, and to | for tarning the reel-rod in 1ts bearings.:
means for adjusting the blanket in accord- | The blanket-clamping member _at each

" ance ‘with the form or design on the print- | end of the blanket consists of -two flat - o

' .ing surface. - - S - .7 (-clamp-bars 6 and 7, between which the‘end

80 . - In the use of offset presses, it frequently | of the blanket is clamped, and which are 85
~happens that the design or part to be print- | fastened . together by bolts or screws as »

ed occupies a. fraction of the full ‘width of shown, .so _that each pair of clamp-bars -

i the press, and itis desirable that the trans- | forms a clamping unit or clamp; and each -

. fer blankets, which are expensive, and of ouier:cl'amp—ba.r. is shm;’n‘- as somewhat nar-

85 short life, should be but slightly wider than | rower than the inner ¢ amp-bar'so that the 90
- the impressions, as well as that they should | inner clamp-bar may be readily engaged in

be shiftable to that part:of the width of the | the loclnng soqkets, as will now appear. -
“ press at which the design to be printed is | . At one side of the recess in the ‘cylinder, -
located. . . . T .and mnear the periphery of the cylinder, is

40 - An object of this invention is to provide | provided a locking ‘groove or socket'8, ex- 95 -

- ‘means for using a-blanket of any desired tending longitudinally of the cylinder and
- width or more than one blanket of narrow transversely of the blanket. One edge of

width, and for easily adjusting' the blanket'| the socket S is undetcut to form an over-
or blankets transversely of the press to any.| hanging or locking lip 9, which extends in

45 desired posifion, or positions. "~ " | front of the lower clamp-bar and serves to 10C

Still other-objects and advantages of the | lock the clamp in the socket against the ten-
“invention' will appear from ‘the following | sion of the blanket. I
~description. - " - ' . -1 The reel-rod is provided with a_ locking
~The embodiment of the invention illus- | sceket formed by a thrust shoulder 10 on the -

50. trated in . the accompanying drawings - will | side opposed to the tension of the blanket, 105

-now be described and ‘my invention- will | and the clamp-bars 6 and 7 are placed on the
thereafter be pointed out in claims. - - reel-rod bearing against this shoulder. The
Figure 1 is a side elevation of a transfer | socket Is completed by an overhanging part
cylinder embodying .my invention. Fig. 2 | or locking lip provided on » flanged metallic

- 55 is a central transverse section of the same. strap 11 secured to the reel-rod by scréws, 110
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with the ﬁ_anged edge extending over the in-
ner clamping bar 7, on the side opposite to
that ‘which bears against the shoulder 10.

-In this way the clamp at this end of the
“blanket is securely locked to ‘the reel-rod

against the tension of. the blanket. Both
clamps, however, are free to move longitu-
dinally of the cylinder or transversely of the
blanket, and when it is desired to laterally

~adjust the blanket, it is only necessary to re-
lease the pawl 5 and thereby relieve the

tension upon the blanket. The operator has

‘then only to slide the clamp-bars along their

sockets to effect the desired adjustment, af-
ter which the blanket may again be placed
under tension by rotating ‘the reel-rod..
When it is desired to remove the blanket,
the reel-rod may be released sufficiently to
permit the clamps to be removed from the
sockets by first {ipping them outward at
their ends which abut against the. thrust
shoulders. Thus the blanket may be readily

removed and readily attached by reverse

movements, and the clamps and blankets
may be provided in varying widths and one
or more may be.attached in desired positions
transversely of the press, so that no greater
width of blanket need be. used than the par-
ticular impression requires and the blanket
or blankets may be readily adjusted to de-
sired position or positions. _ o

It is obvious that various modifications
may be made in the construction shown and
above particularly described within the
principle and scope of my invention.

I claim:— . _

1. The combination, with the printing ele-
ment of a printing press, of a reel member
for pla'cing the blanket under longitudinal
tension, and a blanket-clamping member ar-

ranged -to be locked to the reel member, the.

cobperative faces of the two members being
shaped to fit together so as to permit rela-
tive movement, transversely of the blanket
between the two members for adjustment,
and to permit disengagement of the members
by relative movement longitudinally of the
blanket when the tension of the blanket is
relieved, and to lock the blanket-clamping
member against relative movement longitu-
dinally of the blanket under the tension of
the blanket,. -

2. The combination, with the printing ele-

ment of a _printing press, of a reel member

€0

5 for placing the blanket under longitudinal

tension, and a blanket-clamping member ar-
ranged to; be locked to the reel member, one
of the members being provided with a lock-

ing socket for recelving a portion of the.

other member shaped to permit relative
movement transversely of the .blanket. be-
tween. the two members for adjustment, and
to permit the blanket-clamping member to

be rocked out of engagement with the reel |

member when tension of the blanket is re-

1,043,819

lieved, and to lock the blanket - clamping

dinally of the blanket under the tension of
the blanket. L I
3. The combination, with the printing ele-

ment of a printing press, of a reel-rod for -

placing the blanket.under longitudinal ten-

‘mémber against relative movement longitu-

70

sion, and a blanket-clamp for the: end.of
the blanket arranged to be locked to the reel- -

rod, the reel-vod having a locking socket ex-
tending transversely of the blanket and
adapted to receive the blanket-clam
permit the blanket clamp to be rocked into
and out of engagement with the reel-rod
when the tensicn of the blanket is relieved
and to lock the blanket-clamp against rela-

tive movement longitudinally of the blanket

under the tension of the blanket while per-
mitting ready adjustment of the blankei-
clamp transversely of the blanket. ,

4. The combination, with the printing ele-

ment of a" printing press, of a reel-rod for

placing the blanket under longitudinal ten-
ston, and a blanket-clamp adapted to be se-
cured to the reel - rod and comprising two
bars between which the end of the blanket
may be clamped, the inner clamp-bar and
the reel-tod.having their codperative faces

.50 shaped as to fit together and permit rela-

tive movement of the blanket-clamp trans-

| versely of the blanket “while locking the
‘blanket clamp -against relative movement

longitudinally. of the blanket under the ten-
sion of the blanket. .~ ' -

5. The combination, with the printing ele-
ment of a printing press, of a reel-rod for
placing the blanket under longitudinal ten-
sion, and a blanket-clamp adapted to be se-
cured to the reel-rod” and comprising’ two
bars between which the end of the blanket

.may be clamped, the reel-rod having a lock-

ing socket extending' tramsversely of the

| blanket and adapted to receive the inner
clamp-bar and permit relative movement of

the -blanket - clamp ~ transversely of the
blanket while locking the blanket - clamp
against relative movement longitudinally of

the blanket under the tension of the blanket.
. 6. The combination, with the printing ele-

ment of a printing press, of a. reel-rod: for

placing the blanket under longitudinal ten-
.sion, and a blanket-clamp for one end of the -

blanket grranged to be locked to the reel-
rod, the reel-rod’ having a blanket-clamp

locking socket extending transversely of the

75

and to

80

[+
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blanket and comprising a thrust shoulder -

and a detachable overhanging locking mem-

ceive the blanket;clamp and lock it against
relative movement longitudinally of the

blanket ‘under the ténsion of the blanket

while permitting ready adjustment of the
blanket-clamp transversely of the blanket. -
7. The combination, with a transfer ¢ylin-

“ber, the locking socket being adapted to. ré-

125

der of a printing press having a recess in the 130




~cess and extending
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- periphery theréof, the cylinder having a

locking socket formed in the wall of the re-
transversely of the
blanket, of a blanket-clamp for one end of
the blanket adapted to fit in the Jocking -
socket -and to move freely  therein “trans-

| ~versely of the blanket whiie being  locked

10
.15
20

25

thereby against movement. longitudinally of
the blanket under the tension. of the blanket,

‘a reel-rod for placing the-blanket under lon-

gitudinal tension,and a blanket-clamp for the

-opposite end of 'the blanket arranged to be

locked to the reel-rod and comprising a bar
and mieans for attaching the blanket to the
bar, the reel-rod having"a locking socket.
éxtending transversely of the blanket and
adapted to receive the bar and permit rela-
tive movement of the blanket-clamp trans-
versely of - the blanket while Jdocking “the

Dlanket - clamp ‘against relative movement

longitudinally of the bl

anket under the ten-
sion of the blanket, I

8. The combination, with a transfer ¢ lin- |-
. . vl -

der of a printing press’having a recess in the

periphery thereof, the’ cylinder having a| .

blanket, of a reel-rod in the recess for plac-
the reel-rod havinga locking socket therein

two blanket-clamps, one elamp for each end
of the blanket, each clamp comprising two
bars- betweeh which the blanket may be

to fit in the locking socket in the cylinder

to fit in the Jocking socket in the-reel-rod,

locked. therein a%ainst movement longitudi:

nally of the blank

‘blanket.,” - .
In testimony whereof

signature in presence of two witnesses. -

o ALBERT J. FORD.
Withesses : o , '
GertrUDE D. Hyanrs,

. Hagey C. Lewis, - .

| ing the blanket under longitudinal tension, .

-extending transversely of the blanket, -and.

clamped, one inner clamp-bar being adapted’

and the other inner clamp-bar being adapted

I have aflixed my

locking socket formed in the wall of the ve- -
‘cess - and extending . transversely of the

30

‘the clamps being free to slide th their sock- - -
ets transversely of :the. blanket while being

40

et- under the._tension of the



