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[57] ABSTRACT

A corona discharging apparatus used in an electrostatic
photographic copying machine includes a shield case
provided with an open portion facing a circumferential
surface of a sensitive drum. The shield case is detach-
ably and dislocatably provided with a shield cover for
regulating an electrifying width achieved by a thin wire
for corona discharging arranged in the shield case at a
longitudinal end of the shield case over the open por-
tion.

13 Claims, 13 Drawing Figures
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CORONA DISCHARGING APPARATUS USED IN
AN ELECTROSTATIC PHOTOGRAPHIC
COPYING MACHINE

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to an improvement of a
corona discharging apparatus used in a charging appa-
ratus or a transfer apparatus or a cleaning apparatus of
an electrostatic photographic copying machine.

2. Description of the Prior Art

It is necessary to strictly set particularly the length of
a thin wire used for corona discharging (that is to say,
the electrifying width achieved by such thin wire) in a
corona discharging apparatus. Thus, if the thin wire is
too short (for example having a length equal to the
width of the copying paper), both ends of the wire
receive less than sufficient electric current, and thereby
indistinct copying is achieved by both ends of the wire
since the quantity of charging at the central part of the
corona discharging apparatus inevitably is different
from the opposite ends thereof. On the contrary, an
excessively long thin wire leads to corona discharge
even at parts at both ends not intended for copying, and
as a result the toner is spattered over parts of the elec-
trostatic photographic copying machine. The adher-
ence of such spattered toner on, for example, the shield
case of the corona discharging apparatus leads to vari-
ous disadvantages such as a decrease in the effect of the
electric discharge or the development of an abnormal
electric discharge.

As described above, it is very important to set the
length of thin wire, and thus such setting has been done
at the stage of design and manufacture of the machine
and thereby must be achieved very precisely. If the
length of the thin wire is found to be unsuitable after
assembling the fabricated corona dicharging apparatus
on an electrostatic photographic copying machine, the
design and manufacture of the length of the thin wire
again must be carried out. This requires extra time and
cost.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It is an object of the present invention to eliminate the
above described disadvantages incidental to the con-
ventional apparatus.

A corona discharging apparatus used in an electro-
static photographic copying machine according to the
present invention comprises a shield case provided with
an open portion facing the circumferential surface of a
sensitive drum and mounted on a fixed wall of the elec-
trostatic photographic copying machine to extend sub-
stantially parallel to the longitudinal direction of the
sensitive drum. -At least one thin wire for corona dis-
charging is longitudinally arranged in the shield case. A
shield cover is provided for regulating the electrifying
width achieved by the thin wire. The shield cover is

-detachably and dislocatably mounted on a longitudinal
end of the shield case over the portion thereof.

According to the above described structure of the

- corona discharging apparatus of the present invention,
it is necessary only to regulate the position of the shield
cover in order to regulate very easily the electrifying
width achieved by the thin wire. Consequently, it is not

.required to strictly set the length of the thin wire at the

- stage of design and manufacture, and thereby the design
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2

and manufacture can be carried out easily and inexpen-
sively. ’

Furthermore, the length of the thin wire can be easily
regulated after assembly. Consequently, an individual
corona discharging apparatus can achieve a required
electrifying width strictly corresponding to the perfor-
mance thereof, and thus the spatter of toner due to an
unsuitable electrifying width incidental to the conven-
tional apparatus can be prevented. Thereby, staining
due to toner splatter, reduction of the electric discharge
effect, development of abnormal electric discharge and
the like can be prevented.

In addition, it is necessary only to remove the shield
cover in order to easily clean the end portions of the
shield case, which end portions particularly are liable to
be stained, and easily repair the thin wire if it has been
broken, since the shield cover is detachably mounted.

When applying a corona discharging apparatus ac-
cording to the present invention to a transfer apparatus
of an electrostatic photographic copying machine of the
type in which a separation nail is mounted on one longi-
tudinal side of the sensitive substances, there is the ad-
vantage that copying papers are not stained since the
transfer of the parts on which the separation nail passes
can be cut.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is the general schematic view showing an
electrostatic photographic copying machine,

FIG. 2 is a perspective view showing the corona
discharging apparatus,

FIG. 3 is a sectional view of the corona discharging
apparatus shown in FIG. 2,

FIG. 4 is a perspective view showing a shield cover,

FIGS. 5, 6 are sectional views showing different
preferred embodiments of the present invention,

FIGS. 7, 8 respectively are a perspective view and a
sectional view showing a further different preferred
embodiment of the present invention,

FIG. 9 is a perspective view showing a still further
different preferred embodiment of the present inven-
tion,

FIG. 10 is a sectional view showing a fitting structure
of a corona discharging apparatus,

FIG. 11 is a sectional view through FIG. 10 taken
along the line X—X thereof,

FIG. 12 is an enlarged view showing a part of a fit-
ting structure of a corona discharging apparatus as
shown in FIG. 10, and

FIG. 13 is a sectional view showing a further differ-
ent preferred embodiment of the present invention.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

Referring now to FIG. 1 which is a general schematic
view showing an electrostatic photographic copying
machine with which may be employed a corona dis-
charging apparatus according to the present invention,
a charging apparatus 3, an exposure apparatus 4, a de-
veloping apparatus 5, a transfer apparatus 6 and a clean-
ing apparatus 7 are arranged along the outer circumfer-
ential surface of a rotary photo sensitive drum 2. Paper
transfer rollers R transfer copying papers from paper-
supplying apparatus 10 via transfer apparatus 6.

Charging apparatus 3, transfer apparatus 6 and clean-
ing apparatus 7 each is composed of a corona discharg-
ing apparatus A, B, C. That is to say, charging appara-
tus 3 is provided with corona discharging apparatus A,
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transfer apparatus 6 is provided with corona discharg-
ing apparatus B, and cleaning apparatus 7 is provided
with corona discharging apparatus C, all of which are
mounted on a fixed wall (not shown in FIG. 1) inside
the electrostatic photographic copying machine.

The structure only of corona discharging apparatus
A will be described hereinafter, since corona discharg-
ing apparatus A, B, C all have the same structure funda-
mentally.

Referring now to FIGS. 2, 3, a shield case 11 is pro-
vided with an open side or portion 12 facing toward
drum 2, with a thin wire 13 therein for corona discharg-
ing. A pair of bases 14, 14’ stretch thin wire 13. A handle
15 is integrally formed to project from one side of one
of the bases 14. A rail member 16 (described in more
detail below) is fixedly mounted on the underside of a
bottom plate 11a of shield case 11. A shield cover 17,
made of an insulating material having elasticity, such as
polycarbonate, Duranex (trade name) manufactured
and sold by Polyplastics Co., Ltd., Osaka, Japan and the
like, is formed to have a U-shape in longitudinal section,
as shown in FIGS. 3 and 4. Left side plate 17a and right
side plate 17b of shield cover 17 are provided with
respective projections 18, 18 extending outwardly.
Shield cover 17 is detachably and dislocatably mounted
on one longitudinal end of shield case 11 over open
portion 12 by fitting projections 18, 18’ in any one of a
plurality of holes 19 ..., 19’ . .. formed in left side wall
115 and right side wall 11c¢ of shield case 11, as shown in
FIG. 2. The electrifying or discharging width achieved
by means of thin wire 13 may be regulated as desired by
means of shield cover 17.

Referring now to FIGS. §, 6 showing second and
third preferred embodiments of the present invention,
shield case 11 is provided with projections 184, 18'a or
185, 18'b on the outside or the inside of left side wall 115
and right side wall 11c thereof, and shield cover 17
formed in a U-shaped in longitudinal section is provided
with a plurality of holes 192 ..., 19a...0r19.. .,
19'b . . . in the side walls 17a, 17b thereof, thereby to
detachably and dislocatably mount shield cover 17 on
one longitudinal end of shield case 11 over open portion
12,

Referring now to FIGS. 7, 8 showing a fourth pre-
ferred embodiment of the present invention, shield
cover 17 is shaped in the form of a flat plate. Projections
18¢, 18'c formed on opposite sides of shield cover 17
engage with selected holes of a plurality of holes 19¢. .
., 19’c. .. (formed in the longitudinal direction of shield
case 11 similarly to the above described preferred em-
bodiment of the present invention) formed in the upper
part of the left side wall 115 and the right side wall 11¢
of shield case 11.

Referring now to FIG. 9 showing a fifth preferred
embodiment of the present invention, a shield cover 17
shaped in the form of a flat plate is provided with a pair
of elongated holes 20, 20’, though alternatively a plural-
ity of pairs of round holes may be employed. Shield
cover 17 is detachably and dislocatably mounted on one
longitudinal end of shield case 11 over open portion 12
by means of screws 21, made of an insulating material
such as polyethylene and the like, extending through
elongated holes 20, 21’ and threaded into tapped holes
(not shown) formed in base 14.

Only the structure for fitting corona discharging
apparatus A of charging apparatus 3 on the fixed wall
inside the electrostatic photographic copying machine
will be described in detail, since the structure for fitting
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all of apparatus A, B, C on the fixed wall fundamentally
are the same. :

Referring now to FIGS. 10, 11, 12, a wall 22 is fixedly :
formed inside the electrostatic photographic copying
machine. Fixed wall 22 is provided with a supporting
member including a channel member 26 having at one
longitudinal end thereof a bracket 24 having an elon-
gated hole 23 extending toward the rotary axis of drum
2 and having at the other end thereof a bracket 25.
Channel member 26 is provided, in an open portion
thereof facing drum 2, with a rail-receiving member 27
which is provided at one end thereof with a bracket 29 .
abutting bracket 24 and having a tapped hole 28.
Bracket 29 is fixedly mounted on bracket 24 by means of
a screw 30 passing through elongated hole 23 and
tapped hole 28. A projection 27a at the opposite end of
rail-receiving member 27 is inserted in a hole 25a
formed in bracket 25 and thereby is supported. Thus,
one end of rail-receiving member 27 is dislocatable in
the radial direction of drum 2, with hole 254 of bracket
25 being a supporting point, and can be fixed at an op-
tional position within the allowable range of hole 23 by
means of screw 30. )

On the other hand, corona discharging apparatus A is
provided with rail member 16 of a configuration com-
plementary to rail-receiving member 27 and is mounted
on fixed wall 22 by means of rail-receiving member 27,
channel member 26, and the like. Thus, corona dis-
charging apparatus A is longitudinally slidable and dis-
locatable relative to the circumferential surface of drum
2, and is movable radially thereof by changing the rela-
tive relationship between the positions of brackets 24,
29 by the operation of screw 30.

Furthermore, a plate spring 31 is arranged between
rail member 16 and rail-receiving member 27 and en-
sures that rail member 16 and rail-receiving member 27
are urged toward each other in friction contact. Longi-
tudinally sliding of corona discharging apparatus A
may be achieved manually by the use of handle 15. A
power-supplying connector 32 for corona discharging
apparatus A is fixedly mounted on a fixed wall 33 inside

" the electrostatic photographic copying machine.
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An end of rail-receiving member 27 may be pivoted
on channel member 26 by means of a pin or the like,
rather than fixedly mounted on channel member 26 by
means of bracket 25. Further, such end of rail-receiving
member 27 may be dislocatably mounted so as to be
movable in the radial direction of drum 2 in the same
manner as the other end of rail-receiving member 27.

Referring now to FIG. 13 showing a further different
preferred embodiment of the present invention in which
the dislocating mechanism shown in FIG. 12 is modi-
fied, a flange 34 is mounted on channel member 26, and
a flange 35 is mounted on rail-receiving member 27, and
thereby the position of corona discharging apparatus A
can be regulated by connecting flange 34 with flange 35
by means of a spring 36, a bolt 37 and a nut 38.

On the contrary, according to a prior art arrange-
ment, for example as disclosed in Japanese Utility
Model Laid-Open No. 120441/1975, a shield case 11 is
mounted on a fixed wall inside an electrostatic photo-
graphic copying machine so that it can be longitudinally
dislocatable, but it cannot be transferred in the radial
direction of drum 2. As a result, thin wire 13 for corona
discharging must be provided with a pressing member
at one end thereof inside shield case 11 in order to pre-
vent uneven exposure in the longitudinal direction of
drum 2. Accordingly, it is necessary to provide struc-
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ture whereby the distance between one end of thin wire
13 and drum 2 is changed by regulating such pressing
member. This structure results in a delicate and compli-
cated construction of the apparatus, and thereby the
regulating operation for preventing uneven exposure is
remarkably difficult. In addition, there is the disadvan-

tage that the positional relationship of thin wire 13 rela-

tive to shield case 11 is changed, and at the same time
the amount of electric current passing through thin wire
13 is changed since the tensile characteristic of said thin
wire 13 is changed. As a result, the corona discharging
apparatus is unevenly electrified, thereby making it still
more difficult to prevent uneven exposure of drum 2.

On the contrary, according to the present invention,
as described above, shield case 11 of corona discharging
apparatus A is mounted on the fixed wall at at least one
longitudinal end thereof so that it can be dislocatable
relative to drum 2, rather than attempting to change the
position of thin wire 13 itself relative to the circumfer-
ential surface of drum 2. Thereby, the position of shield
case 11, that is to say of corona discharging apparatus A
as a whole, can be regulated relative to the circumferen-
tial surface of drum 2. Thus, there is not the disadvan-
tage incidental to the conventional apparatus that un-
even electrification occurs when attempting to prevent
uneven exposure. In addition, the operating mechanism
for regulating the position of shield case 11 can be sim-
plified in construction and easily operated, contrary to
the conventional apparatus, since it is not necessary to
place such operating mechanism for regulating the posi-
tion of shield case 11 in a narrow space inside shield
case 11. That is to say, the operation for preventing
uneven exposure easily can be achieved even though
the construction is simple as a whole.

Furthermore, the provision of screw 30 or nut 38 on
the end portion of channel member 26, as shown in each
of the above described preferred embodiments, leads to
the possibility of regulating easily the position of shield
case 11 relative to the circumferential surface of drum 2
from the outside without removing shield case 11.

What is claimed is:

1. A corona discharging apparatus for use in an elec-
trostatic photographic copying machine, said apparatus
comprising:

an elongated shield case having an open side;

a corona discharging wire fixedly positioned to ex-
tend longitudinally within said shield case, such
that electrostatic charge from said wire is directed
through said open side of said shield case;

" means for adjusting the width of electrostatic charge
directed from said open side of said shield case, said
adjusting means comprising a shield cover formed
of an electrically insulative material, and means for
revovably mounting said shield cover, at a selected
position of a plurality of longitudinally adjustably
spaced positions, on one longitudinal end of said
shield case, such that said shield cover extends over
a respective portion of said open side and covers a
corresponding portion of the length of said wire;

said shield case having, on a side thereof opposite said
open side, a longitudinal rail member;

a longitudinal rail receiving member having a config-
uration complementary to the configuration of said
rail member, said rail member being mounted for
longitudinal sliding movement within said rail re-
ceiving member;

means for mounting said rail receiving member on a
fixed wall of an electrostatic photographic copying
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6

machine such that said open side of said shield case
is directed toward the periphery of a photsensitive
drum of the copying machine and such that the
longitudinal dimension of said shield case extends
substantially parallel to the axis of the drum, said
rail receiving member mounting means including
means for selectively adjusting the position of said
rail receiving member, and thereby of said shield
case and said wire, in directions radially of the
drum; and ,
handle means connected to said shield case to enable
said shield case to be selectively moved longitudi-
nally with respect to said rail receiving member.

2. An apparatus as claimed in claim 1, wherein said
shield case has a generally U-shaped configuration with
a pair of spaced side walls defining said open side, and
further comprising a pair of bases fixed to said shield
case at opposite longitudinal ends thereof, opposite ends
of said wire being fixed to said bases, and said wire
extending between said side walls.

3. An apparatus as claimed in claim 2, wherein said
shield cover mounting means comprises pairs of longi-
tudinally spaced openings formed in said sise walls at
said one end of said shield case, and a pair of projections
extending from opposite sides of said shield cover and
fittable into a selected pair of openings in said side walls.

4. An apparatus as claimed in claim 3, wherein said
shield over has a generally U-shaped configuration
including side walls fitting within said side walls of said
shield case.

§. An apparatus as claimed in claim 3, wherein said
shield cover comprises a flat plate.

6. An apparatus as claimed in claim 2, wherein said
shield cover mounting means comprises pairs of longi-
tudinally spaced openings formed in said shield cover,
and a pair of projections extending from said side walls
at said one end of said shield case and fittable into a
selected pair of openings in said shield cover.

7. An apparatus as claimed in claim 6, wherein said
shield cover has a generally U-shaped configuration
including side walls having therein said plurality of
openings and fitting over said side walls of said shield
case, said projections extending outwardly from said
side walls of said shield case and fitting into selected
said openings in said side walls of said shield cover.

8. An apparatus as claimed in claim 6, wherein said
shield cover has a generally U-shaped configuration
including side walls having therein said plurality of
openings and fitting within said side walls of said shield
case, said projections extending inwardly from said side
walls of said shield case and fitting into selected said
openings in said side walls of said shield cover.

9. An apparatus as claimed in claim 1, wherein said
rail receiving member mounting means comprises a
channel member adapted to be mounted on the fixed
wall of the copying machine, said channel member
having extending from opposite ends thereof brackets
for supporting respective ends of said rail receiving
member, said adjusting means comprising, at at least
first adjacent ends of said channel member and said rail
receiving member, a bracket extending from said rail
receiving member and positioned adjacent said bracket
at said first end of said channel member, a hole in said
bracket at said first end of said channel member, said
hole being elongated radially of the drum, and bolt
means extending through said elongated hole and
through a hole in said bracket of said rail receiving
member for clamping said brackets together at selected
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relative positions therebetween limited by said elon-
gated hole.

10. An apparatus as claimed in claim 9, wherein said
bracket at a second end of said channel member has
therein a hole, and an adjacent second end of said rail
receiving member has a projection fitting into said hole.

11. An apparatus as claimed in claim 1, wherein said
rail receiving member mounting means comprises a
channel member adapted to be mounted on the fixed
wall of the copying machine, said channel member
having extending from opposite ends thereof brackets
for supporting respective ends of said rail receiving
member, said adjusting means comprising, at at least
first adjacent ends of said channel member and said rail
receiving member, a bracket extending from said rail
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8 .
receiving member and facing said bracket at said first
end of said channel member, a spring positioned be-
tween and urging said adjacent brackets apart, and bolt
means extending radially of the drum and through said
adjacent brackets for adjusting the relative spacing
between said adjacent brackets.

12. An apparatus as claimed in claim 11, wherein said
bracket at a second end of said channel member has
therein a hole, and an adjacent second end of said rail
receiving member has a projection fitting into said hole.

13. An apparatus as claimed in claim 1, further com-
prising spring means positioned between said rail mem- .
ber and said rail receiving member for urging such

members into frictional engagement.
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