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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

JOIN CAMPBELL, OF PULLMAN, ILLINOIS, ASSIGNOR TO THE PULLMAN’S
PALACE CAR COMPANY, OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS. '

TABLE-FASTENER.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No, 597,537, dated January 18, 1898.
' Application filed May 15, 1896, Serial No, 591,640, (No model)

To.all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JoEN CAMPBELL, of
Pullman, INlinois, have invented certain new
and useful Improvementsin Table-Fasteners,
of which the following is a specification.

This invention relates to that class of ta-
ble-fasteners which are used for temporarily
fastening a table to an upright wall—as, for
example, to the wall of a passenger-car.

The invention is shown in the accompany-
ing drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a plan view of a broken section
of the table with the fastener applied. - Fig.
2 is a vertical sectional view of the parts
shown in Fig. 1.

In the drawings, 8 represents the table.

To one edge of this table is secured a bracket-
plate having a horizontal member 5, perfo-
rated, as at 6, and having a vertical member
7, and a second horizontal member 8. The
vertical member of the bracket is preferably

- recessed into the margin of the table and the
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from the lower side.

member 8 is secured by serews or other fas-
tenings passing info the body of the table
The member 7 is pro-
vided with a vertical spring-chamber 9, and
a catch 10for holding a cover upon the table
has a shank 11 extending throungh the cham-
ber and terminating in a knob 12 below the
table. A spring 13 surrounds the shank 11
and has a bearing thereon and upon the
bracket, so as to normally depress the catch.

14 represents a wall-plate having a rectan-
gular slot 15 to receive the projecting portion
5 of the bracket. Plate 14 will be secured to
the wall of the car and is provided with a
rearwardly-extendinglug 16, carrying a cateh
17, the lower end of which is adapted to en-
ter the slot oraperture 6 in the bracket mem-
ber 5. o

It will be seen that the rear face of the
catch-lug17 is rounded and that therear wall
of the aperture 8 is inwardly beveled. Asa
result of this construction the bracket mem-
ber 5 may be inserted through the slot in the
body of the plate 14 when the table is tipped
into an angular position, as shown by the
dotted lines, Fig. 2. . When the table is low-
ered into a horizontal plane, the cateh 17 will
enter the aperture 6 and the curved heel of
the cateh riding upon the inelined rear wall

will draw the table tightly against the wall
and firmly lock the fastener against release,
except by raising its outer end and then bod-
ily withdrawing it.

My improved construction has numerous
features of merit. My fastener may be ap-
plied to a table without cutting or defacing
it in any way, although I preferably provide
a vertieal recess in the end of the table to re-
ceive the upright body portion of the bracket.
The bracket itself furnishes the bearing for
the spring-actuated catch 10, which hereto-
fore has been mounted in an aperture formed
in the body of the table. The catch 17 is
preferably separtely formed, because of the
difficulty of casting it in one piece with the
wall-plate 14. The ‘acfion of said catch in-
sures the interlocking engagement of the
parts. Fuorthermore, with my construction
the table may be secured in place without
raising it to an extreme posifion. The parts
are so constructed that the bracket member
5 may enter below the point of the catch 17,
even where the table is not raised so high as
the position shown by the dotted lines.

I claim— ‘

1. A table-fastening comprising in combi-
nation a bracket adapted to be secured to the
table, said bracket having an integral mem-
ber projecting therefrom and provided with
a transverse slot having a beveled rear wall,
a wall-plate havinga transverse slotof a width
to receive the bracket member, and a eateh
carried by the wall-plate and having its rear
side beveled and adapted to bear upon the
beveled rear wall of the aperture in the
bracket member, the inclines of the bevels
extending downward and forward, whereby
the bracket is drawn toward the wall-plate
when the parts are engaged, substantially as
set forth.

2. A table-fasterer comprising in combina-
tion a bracket adapted to be secured to the
table and having a vertical aperture to pro-
vide a bearing for a cloth or cover catch; a
catchhaving ashank or stem mounted toslide
within said bearing; a spring normally de-
pressing the catch upon the surface of the
table, said bracket having an integral mem-
ber projecting at right angles therefrom, and
provided with a transverse slot havinga bev-
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eled rear wall and a wall-plate having 4 trans-
verse slot of a width to receive the bracket
member and a catch carried by the wall-plate
and having its rear side beveled and adapted
to bear upon ‘the inclined wall of the aper-
ture in the bracket member, substantially as
and for the purpose described.

3. A table-fastener comprisingin combina-
tion with a table a bracket having a body
portion adapted to be secured to the edge of
the table, a horizontal portion to extend be-

neath and be secured to the body of the table,

a rearwardly-extended member having an

aperture parallel to the margin of the table
the rear wall of said aperture being inclined,
and -a’ wall-plate having a transverse aper-
ture adapted to receive the rearwardly-pro-
jecting member of the bracket and having a
separately-attached catch with a curved rear
side adapted to bear upon the inclined wall
of the bracket member, substantially as de-
scribed.
JOHN CAMPBELL.
Witnesses: :

L. F. McCREA,
A. J. PrRATT.
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