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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
BENJAMIN LANDON OF CANTON, PENNSYLVANIA. 

MPROVEMENT IN MAIL-BAGS. 

- Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 2 10,33s, dated November 26, 1878; application filed 
October 25, 1878. 

To all chon it may concern: 
Be it known that I, BENJAMIN LANDON, of 

Canton, in the county of Bradford and State 
of Pennsylvania, have invented a new and 
useful Improvement in Mail-Bags, of which 
the following is a specification: 
The object of this invention is to provide a 

mouth-piece for the mail bag or pouch that can 
be easily and quickly opened and closed, and 
that will remain open when the matter is being 
taken from the pouch without being held, but 
at the same time can be securely closedl and 
locked. 

It consists in connecting the mouth of the 
pouch with metallic plates, pivoted at their 
ends to connecting-clips, whereby the bag can 
be readily opened to its full size, and will re 
lmain in that condition while the mail is being 
1'emoved. 

In the accompanying drawing, Figure 1 is 
a plan of the metallic plates and their connec 
tions, to which the mouth of the bag is attached, 
showing their position when opened. Fig. 2 
represents the same closed. Fig. 3 is an under 
side view of the mouth-piece. Fig. 4 is a sec 
tion through line aca, Fig. 2. Fig. 5 is a section 
taken through line y), same figure. Figs. 6 
and 7 show the manner of closing the space 
between the plates when the bag is closed, to 
prevent the extraction of letters. 
Similar letters of reference indicate corre 

sponding parts. - 
Referring to the drawings, AA, &c., repre 

sent metallic plates having rounded ends at a, 
which are brought close together within the 
clips B, and secured therein by rivets b. The 
clips are formed of a single piece of metal, 
bent over so that the sides are parallel, and 
are applied to the metallic plates with the open 
ends inside, while the bent end is out, where 
by the metallic plates have a free movement, 
permitting them to be folded up parallel to 
each other and in contact, as shown in Fig. 2, 
while in the opposite direction their move 
ment is limited by the rounded back of the 
clip. Six of these metallic plates are thus 
pivoted together, and when opened, as in Fig. 
l, form a hexagonal figure, giving this shape 
to the mouth of the bag, and when closed the 
edges of one half the plates fold against the 

edges of the other half, and form parallel lines, 
as in Fig. 2, thus closing the mouth of the bag. 
The bag or pouch is indicated by the letter 

C. It is secured to the metallic plates in the 
following manner: The upper free edges, c, of 
the pouch are bent over toward each other and 
laid against the under side of the metallic 
plates A, (after they have been joined togeth 
er;) then Wooden strips d, of the same length 
as the plates A, are laid against the under 
side of the bent portion d of the pouch, each 
Wooden strip placed immediately underneath 
a metallic plate; and when the parts are so 
placed together, as clearly shown in Figs. 3, 
4, and 5, rivets e are passed through holes made 
through the strips, leather, and metallic plates, 
and firmly fastened in place. In this manner 
a perfectly secure connection is made between 
the bag and the jointed metallic mouth-piece, 
possessing all the requisite strength and per 
manency. A catch, f, fixed to one of the me. 
tallic plates A, enters a socket between the me. 
tallic plate g, riveted in place, and the plate to 
which it is fixed, immediately opposite to the 
plate to which the catchis fixed. In the end of the 
catch is a hole coinciding with a hole, h, through 
the plate g and the plate to which it is at 
tached, so that when the bag is closed, as in 
Fig. 3, it can be fastened by passing the hasp 
of the lock through the coinciding holes, as 
represented by i. 
D represents a label, with any desired in 

scription, which is secured to the mouth-piece 
by confining its edges under the plate j. This 
plate is riveted to the plate of the mouth-piece, 
sufficient space being left for the insertion of 
the label; and on the metallic plate opposite, 
when closed, a metallic plate, k, is riveted, so 
as to abut against the outer edge of the label, 
and thus prevent it from being slipped out un 
til the bag is opened. Two such arrangements 
are shown in the drawing. 
To prevent the extraction of letters when the 

bag is closed, an arrangementis adopted which 
is fully illustrated in Figs. 6 and 7. The plate 
j is set back a little distance from the edge of 
plate A, and plate lc is set a little over the 
edge of the plate to which it is attached, form 
ing a lip. Now, when the bag is closed this 
lip projects over the space between the two 
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portions, effectually closing the same, as shown 
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1. The metallic plates A, having rounded 
in the drawing, and preventing the extraction ends a, brought close together and secured 
of letters, &c. 
Another way of securing the pouch to the 

mouth-piece consists in riveting to the under 
side of each of the plates forming the mouth 
piece a right - angular plate, forming thus 
flanges, to the outside of which the mouth of 
the bag is applied, and secured by transverse 
rivets. This is a simpler way of joining the 
pouch and mouth-piece together, and may be 
adopted if desired. 
A mail bag or pouch provided with a mouth 

piece such as is here described can be quickly 
opened and closed, and is as secure against 
the removal of letters from it as any bag can 
be made. Then, again, it is more easily fast 
ened and unfastened than those now in use, as 
there are no straps and hasps employed, which 
take up so much time in closing the bags. 
Further, when the bag is opened it will re 
main open while the mail is being removed. 
This alone is an important advantage over 
the present form of bag, where the mouth has 
to be opened every time the hand is placed in 
the bagandtaken therefrom-aninconvenience 
that is especially annoying when filling the 
bag. 
Having thus described my invention, Iclaim 

as new and desire to secure by Letters Pat 
ent 

ar 

within clips B, which are closed on the out 
side and open on the inside, as shown and de 
scribed. 

2. The turned upper free edges of the pouch 
laid against the under sides of the plates Ain 
combination with the wooden strips d and riv 
etse, the former arranged against the under 
side of the turned portion of pouch, as and for 
the purpose set forth. 

3. The combination, with plate A of the 
catch, f, having end hole, and the plate (1, hav 
ing hole h, as and for the purpose specified. 

4. The platej, riveted to the plate of mouth 
piece, in combination with the plate k, adapted 
to prevent the label from being slipped out 
before the bag is opened, as described. 

5. The plate l, set over the edge of the plate 
to which it is attached, and forming a lip, to 
close the front opening in platej, as shown 
and described. 

6. As animprovement in mailbags, pouches, 
&c., the metallic plates A, pivoted together at 
the ends to form a mouth-piece, in combina 
tion with the wooden strips d and the mail 
bag or pouch C, substantially as described. 

BENAMIN LANDON. 
Witnesses: 

A. M. AYRES, 
C. E. RIGGS. sy 


