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3 Claimis. (Cf. 229-63) 
This invention relates to a foldable receptacle and has 

for an object to provide a foldable receptacle in the form 
of a bag which may be readily opened, held in open 
position, and readily closed. 
A more particular object of this invention is to provide 

a foldable receptacle of inexpensive material which may 
be used as a waste receptacle and is of such inexpensive 
yet strong material that it may be disposed of along with 
the waste contained therein, or, when used for containing 
other contents, may be repeatedly used. 

Still a further object of this invention, is to provide 
a foldable readily openable and readily closable bag in 
tended for final use as a disposable waste receptacle but 
capable of initial use for holding other contents, such as 
groceries, laundry or the like. 

Still a further object of this invention is to provide a 
foldable bag made of inexpensive but strong material and 
provided with readily operable open means and readily 
operable closure means. 

Still a further object of this invention is to provide a 
receptacle of suitable, inexpensive but strong material, 
with pull or step-on opening means attached to the bottom 
end thereof to facilitate opening the bag. 

Still a further object of this invention is to provide a 
foldable receptacle having vertical rectangular sides and 
rectangular botton, and having open ended loops provided 
at the top ends of each vertical side, arranged to receive 
two spaced apart parallel arms of a bracket support for 
holding the bag open while being filled, the loops also 
being arranged to receive a drawstring therethrough for 
tightly closing the receptacle after it has been filled. 

Still a further object of this invention is to provide 
the combination of a foldable bag having open ended 
loops provided at the top of two opposite vertical sides 
in combination with a bracket having rods cooperating 
with said loops for readily and removably supporting the 
receptacle in open position by placing the loops over the 
rods, and in further combination with a drawstring ex 
tending through said open ended loops for completely 
closing the bag after it is filled. 

Still a further object of this invention is to provide an 
opening means for a foldable bag such as a grocery or 
laundry bag, the opening means being in the form of a 
pull or step-on tab attached to the bottom side of the bag 
and extending beyond an edge of the bottom side so that 
when pulled or stepped on while lifting the upper end, 
the bag will automatically open. 
With the above and related objects in view, this inven 

tion consists in the details of construction and combina 
tion of parts, as will be more fully understood from the 
following description, when read in conjunction with the 
accompanying drawings in which: 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the bag supported on 
one form of the bracket in open position. 

tion. 
FIG. 3 is a fragmentary sectional view on line 3-3 of 

FIG. 1. 
FIG. 4 is a top plan view of the bracket shown in 

FIG 1. 
FIG. 5 is a perspective fragmentary view on an en 

larged scale of a pivoting end of one bag supporting arm 
of the bracket of FIG. 4. 

FIG. 6 is a fragmentary partly sectional view of an 
other form of bag supporting bracket. 
There is shown at 10 the foldable receptacle of this 

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of the bag in folded posi 

2 
invention and at 12 one form of bracket for Supporting 
the receptacle 10 in open position. 
The receptacle 10, as shown, is a foldable bag, is made 

of conventional strong but inexpensive and hence dis 
posable material, the material preferably being water re 
sistant and if desired, may be similar to that used in paper 
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the drawstring adjacent each other. 

grocery bags or may be plastic coated paper, possibly with 
a double layer, or may be material such as conventionally 
used in bagging flour, cement, or other conventional ma 
terials, or even fabric, which may be readily folded, so 
long as the materials are sufficiently inexpensive, that 
they may be disposed of when used as a disposable rub 
bish or waste bag, to be disposed of along with the waste 
or rubbish contents thereof. 
The bag 10 is somewhat similar to a regular paper gro 

cery bag in shape except that the rectangular bottom is 
preferably square rather than merely rectangular, although 
it may well be rectangular without being square, if desired. 
The bag it includes four rectangular vertical sides, 14, 
16, i8 and 20, having a rectangular and preferably square 
bottom 22 and an open end 24. The perimeter at the 
top end of each vertical side 14, 16, 18 and 20 is folded 
over as at 23 and suitably secured to its side as by glue 
or the like and provides a loop 24 open at each end as at 
26 and 28. One purpose of the loops 24 is to receive a 
drawstring 30 extending therethrough, with the ends of 

The ends of the 
drawstring 30 extend through an opening 32 provided in 
one of the loops, although obviously the opening 32 
may be omitted and the ends of the drawstring 30 may 
extend to and be available from any two adjacent loop 
ends 26 and 28. 
The bag 6 may be folded in a manner similar to a con 

ventional paper grocery bag, with two opposite sides, such 
as 18 and 20, each having a midline crease 34, being 
creased inwardly from the top end to a point 36 where it 
becomes an outwardly extending creased line 38 with the 
point 36 connected by two other inwardly extending 
creased lines 40 and 42 extending from the point 36 to 
adjacent bottom corners 44 and 46 of the bag 10. The 
opposite vertical side 20 is similarly creased. In the con 
ventional grocery bag, the bottom is usually folded fiat 
along one of the sides 14 or 16 by providing an outwardly 
folding creased line on the point 36 parallel to the bot 
tom edge with the ends of both creased lines connected 
by inwardly folded crease line on one side 4 or 16, and 
this invention may be readily used with such construction. 
As here shown, however, a mid crease line 48 is provided 
in the bag bottom side 22 permitting the bottom side 22 
to be folded in between the two opposite sides 14 and 16. 
The bottom of the bag may be left flat as in the conven 
tional grocery bag or may be folded as here disclosed. 
Either style is equally applicable to this invention. 

Secured to the bottom side 22 of the bag 10, preferably 
or approximately at a midpoint 50 is a pull tab 52 having 
its end 54 extending a substantial distance beyond one 
edge of the bag bottom side 22. In a small size of the 
bag of this invention, the pull tab 54 may be held by one 
end while the top of the bag 10 is pulled upwardly by the 
other end thereby opening the bag. In a large size of 
the bag of this invention, particularly when it is intended 
to be ultimately used as a rubbish or waste disposal bag, 
the pull tab 54 is used as a step-on tab, that is the bag will 
be placed with its bottom end on the floor, one foot is 
stepped on the pull tab 54 and by pulling the top of the 
bag, the bag automatically opens. When the large bag is 
open, it is used in combination with the bracket 2 for 
holding the bag open while it is being filled. The essential 
parts of the bracket 12 are the two parallel arms 56 and 
58 arranged to be mounted on any vertical surface and 
spaced apart a distance equal to the width of the open 
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bag and when used with a large bag, at a distance just 
above a floor or other supporting surface G. egal to 
the height of the open bag. 

In this case, while the parallel spaced apart arms 56 
and 58 could obviously be independently secured to a 
vertical supporting surface or wall 62, in this form, the 
bracket arms 56 and 58 are each mounted on a base 
64, the base 64 being secured to the supporting wall 62 
as by screws 66 or any other suitable securing means. As 
here shown, each arm is pivotally or hingedly Secured 
by a pivot pin 68 to an ear 70 extending from the base 
64 and terminating in a depending stop ear 72, so as to 
limit the movement of the arms 56 and 58 between a 
position parallel to each other and at right angles of 
the base 64, and a second position folded in overlapping 
position parallel to each other and parallel to the base 
64. Any equivalent hinging means for folding the two 
arms 56 and 58 between these two positions may, of 
course, be used. The advantage of the arms being fold 
able against and parallel to the base 64 is that the arms 
may be folded out of the way, close to the wall 62 when 
not supporting the bag and may be readily opened out 
to supporting position as desired. Also, the arms as thus 
folded may be packaged in a minimum size package by 
the manufacturer as it moves through trade to the ultimate 
purchaser. 

In FE.G. 6, another form of bracket is shown which 
may likewise be readily packaged in a minimum size pack 
age but which once mounted on the wall, the arms re 
main permanently in parallel position. In this form, the 
bracket includes a base 74 consisting of a bar secured 
by screws 66 to the wall 62 and provided with counter 
sunk openings 76 to which are placed complementary cone 
cone shaped flat heads 78 of arms 86. In this position, 
the two arms 80, the base bar 74 and the screws 66 are 
readily packaged in a slender package by the manufac 
turer, and the ultimate consumer merely inserts the bars 
80 through the counter sunk opening 76 until the heads 
78 enter the opening 76, and the base bar 74 is then 
secured by screws 66 through wall 62. 
When the bag 10 is intended principally for its ulti 

mate use as a waste or rubbish disposal bag, it may be 
made of a large size to hold a substantial quantity of 
waste material, and may hold as much material as a con 
ventional trash can, thus eliminating the mess and odor 
and weight of the conventional trash can. The trash is 
placed in the open end 24 of the bag 10, while it is mount 
ed on the bracket 12 until the bag is substantially filed, 
the bag having initially been opened by stepping on the 
pull tab 54 and mounting it with two opposite loops over 
the parallel bracket arms. The bag is then merely pulled 
off the bracket arms and the drawstrings 36 are pulled 
to close the bag at its open end and then tied to hold it 
in closed position whereupon it may be readily taken 
from the cellar or garage to the outside to be picked up 
by the trash collectors. 
When used as waste disposal bag, the preferred size of 

the bag is 18 inches on the side and 40 inches high, the 
vertical sides of the bag being initially and approximately 
42 inches before two inches of the perimeter is folded 
over to provide the loops 24. However, the bottom of 
the bag may be rectangular without being square, similar 
to a grocery bag and one essence of this invention is 
the pull tab 52 which may be similarly applied to con 
ventional paper grocery bags to facilitate opening the 
paper grocery bag. 

In this large size, this bag holds as much rubbish, 
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4. 
Waste, or trash as a conventional trash can, and this is 
in fact a trash can substitute, with the great advantage 
of its extreme lightness. Also, it may be more readily 
carried from inside the home to the trash collecting sta 
tion outside and then does not have to be emptied or 
returned. A further advantage is that it provides com 
paratively silent trash collection, for there are no metal 
cans to bounce on the pavement. 
Due to the inexpensive construction of this entire com 

bination of this invention, the bag 6 may be made in 
suitable sizes for initial use as a grocery bag and for 
ultimate use as a waste disposal bag, with the grocery 
store using this type of bag as a premium to attract trade, 
with grocery store advertising medium on the surface of 

5 the bracket base as well as on the bag. Laundry bags, 
either of cloth or paper material, may be similarly formed 
and supported on the bracket in the laundry room until 
it is filled with laundry then removed therefron, closed 
and sent to the laundry with its contents. 
Although this invention has been described in consid 

erable detail, such description is intended as being illus 
trative rather than limiting, since the invention may be 
variously embodied, and the scope of the invention is to 
be determined as claimed. 

Having thus set forth and disclosed the nature of this 
invention, what is claimed is: 

1. A receptacle comprising a foldable bag of foldable 
material, said bag being open at the top end and closed 
at the bottom, said bag being in the shape of a rectangular 
parallelepiped, the perimeter of each vertical side of said 
open end being folded and secured to its side of the bag 
providing a loop open at both its ends at the top end of 
each side, a drawstring extending through said loops, two 
opposite sides of said bag being creased along their verti 
cal midlines and folded inwardly bringing the other two 
opposite sides to juxtaposition for storage, and a pull tab 
secured to the bottom side at a point spaced from its 
side edges for readily opening said bag when said tab is 
held while the top end is pulled upwardly, in combination 
with a bracket for holding said receptacle in open con 
tents receiving position, said bracket comprising a pair 
of parallel extending arms securable to a vertical support 
ing surface, said arms being spaced apart a distance sub 
stantially equal to the distance between two opposite verti 
cal sides, said arms being arranged to receive thereover 
the loops at the top ends of said latter two opposite verti 
cal sides to support said open receptacle. 

2. The combination defined in claim 1, said bracket 
including a base securable to the vertical supporting sur 
face, and means movably securing said arms to and ex 
tending from said base, 

3. The combination of claim 2, said arms securing 
means including cooperating pivot means on said base and 
said arms permitting said arms to fold toward each other 
to a position substantially parallel to said base, and stop 
means limiting the extended position of said arms to a po 
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sition parallel to each other. 
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