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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that we, LELAND M. SPEERs 

and ABRAHAM CLARK, of Newberry, in the 
county of Newberry and State of South Caro 
lina, have invented a new and useful Improve 
ment in Combined Grave, Coffin, and Monu 
ment, of which the following is a specification: 

Figure 1 is a vertical longitudinal section of 
our improved device. Fig. 2 is a top view of 
the same. 

Similar letters of reference indicate corre sponding parts. 
The object of this invention is to furnish an 

improved receptacle for the dead which shall 
be so constructed as to be placed upon the 
surface of the ground, and serve at the same 
time as grave, coffin, and monument, being so 
constructed as to prevent the escape of odors 
and the entrance of water, while allowing the 
features of the dead to be viewed whenever 
desired. 
The invention consists in a combined grave, 

coffin, and monument, formed of the recessed 
lower part, the grooved cover made thicker at 
its head end, and having an opening formed 
through it, in which is cemented a single, 
double, or triple glass plate, and the cover for 
said opening, all constructed as hereinafter 
fully described. . 
A represents the lower part of the device, in 

which is formed a cavity to receive the corpse. 
B is the upper part or cover, which has a 
groove formed around the outer part of its 
lower side, to receive and fit upon the edge of 
the lower part A. The upper or head part of 
the cover B is made thicker, and through it is 
formed an opening or hole, in which is secured 
a single, double, or triple glass plate, C, by 
means of white lead or other water-proof ce 

ment, so that the features of the dead can be 
viewed at any time without removing the 
cover B. This enables friends of the deceased 
who may have been absent at the time of the 
death and funeral to view the said deceased 
at any time they may wish. This construc 
tion also enables the body to be watched for 
any desired length of time, in cases where there 
may be doubt whether the body may be dead 
or in a trance state, until it revives or all doubt 
is removed. , 

The opening in the cover B is covered with 
a cover, D, which is secured in place with 
straps E, of copper or other suitable metal, 
and a lock. The cover ID is so formed that no 
water can find its way in around its edges; 
but should any water get in it can get no far 
ther than the glass plates C. - 
We prefer to make the device of marble or 

other stone; but it may also be made of arti 
ficial stone, of glass, of metal, or any other 
suitable material. . . 

Having thus described our invention, we 
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent 

. A combined grave, coffin, and monument, 
formed of the recessed lower part A, the 
grooved cover B, made thicker at its head 
end, and having an opening formed through 
it, in which is cemented a single, double, or 
triple glass plate, C, and the cover D, all con 
structed substantially as herein shown and 
described. 

ELAND M. SPEERS. 
ABRAHAM CLARK. 

Witnesses: 
JoHN S. FAIR, 
D. W. BARRE. 


