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This invention relates to shields and more par 
ticularly to shields for the prongs of the plugs 
for electrical merchandise, such, for example, as 
lamps, household appliances and other devices. 
In the packaging and wrapping of electrical 

merchandise, not infrequently the prongs of the 
electric plug scratches, mars or otherwise dam 
ages the finish of the merchandise which destroys 
the true value thereof. 
An object of this invention is the provision of 

a shield for the prongs of an electric plug for 
electrical merchandise such that the shield will 
prevent the prongs of the plug from contacting 
the surface of the merchandise Whereby the mer 
chandise is protected against Scratching, marring 
or otherwise being damaged. 
Another object of this invention is the provision 

of a shield for the prongs of an electric plug 
which may be economically manufactured and 
which may be readily attached to the electric 
plug for shielding the prongs thereof. 
Another object of this invention is the pro 

vision of a shield for the prongs of an electric 
plug whereby the shield is anchored to at least 
one of the prongs of the plug for holding the shield thereto. 
Another object of this invention is the provision 

of a shield for the prongs of an electric plug 
which comprises a hood portion for shielding the 
prongs and which comprises end portions which 
may be anchored to at least one of the prongs 
and the electric cord which leads to the plug. 
Other objects and a fuller understanding of 

the invention may be had by referring to the foll 
lowing description and claims taken in conjunc 
tion. With the accompanying drawing, in which: 

Figure l is a plan view of a strip of material 
which may be attached to the electric plug to 
constitute a shield for the prongs thereof; 

Figure 2 is a side view of the shield shown as 
being mounted on the electric plug; 

Figure 3 is a view of Figure 2 looking from right 
to left of the Figure 2; 

Figure 4 is a modified form of the strip shown in Figure 1; 
Figure 5 is a side view of the strip as shown in 

Figure 4 and mounted upon the electric plug; and 
Figure 6 is a side view of Figure 5 looking from right to left of the Figure 5; 
With reference to Figures 1, 2 and 3, the shield 

is constructed from a Strip of material 20 having 
two end portions 2 and 22 and an intermediate 
loop portion 23. The strip 20 may be made from 
any Suitable material, such, for example, as paper, 
cardboard, plastic, or any other bendable or 
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2. 
formable material which may be looped about 
the prongs for shielding same and which may be 
Suitably attached to the electric plug. In Figure 
2 the loop portion 23 is further sub-divided into 
a top 24, a short side 25 and a long side 26. The 
end portion 2 is provided with two spaced slot 
Openings 27 which are adapted to slide over the 
prongs 30 of the electric plug 3. The end portion 
22 is provided with an aperture 28 and a slot 29 
which extends from the end of the strip at an 
angle to the aperture 28. In mounting the strip 
of material 20 to the electric plug 31, the operator 
first inserts the prongs 30 through the two slot 
Openings 2 and forces the end portion 2 down 
flat against the flat portion of the plug 3 f from 
which the prongs 30 extend. The loop portion 23 
is then looped about the prongs with the short 
Side 25 extending upwardly substantially parallel 
to the prongs of the plug, with the top 24 extend 
ing Substantially horizontally over the prongs 
and with the long side 26 extending downwardly 
on the opposite side of the plug. The end portion 
22 is then bent inwardly towards the electric cord 
32 of the plug and the slot 29 is spread open to 
permit the electric cord 32 to slide therethrough 
and into the aperture 28, which anchors the end 
portion 22 to the electric cord. The loop portion 
23 which comprises the short side 25, the top 24 
and the long Side 26, constitutes a hood for the 
prongS and prevents the prongs from contacting 
or striking the finished surface of the electrical 
merchandise to which the electric plug and cord 
is attached. The outside Surface of the shield and 
particularly the long Side 26 may be provided 
With indicia, Such, for example, as advertising 
matter, trade marks, or other information for the benefit of the user. 

In Figure 4 there is shown a modified strip 36 
in that the end portion 2 is provided with a 
single Slotted opening 37 which is adapted to be 
inserted Over one of the prongs of the electric 
cord, see Figures 5 and 6. In the modified form 
of Figure 4, the strip is looped around the prongs 
in the same manner as that previously de 
Scribed except that the shield is looped around 
the plug at right angles to that shown in Figures 
2 and 3. In Figure 4, however, the end portion 
2 may be provided with two spaced slots 37 
instead of one in which event the two prongs 30 
Would extend through the two slots and the end 
portion 2 Would extend all the way across the 
Surface of the plug from which the prongs ex tend. 

In all the forms of my invention the strip of 
material is looped about the prongs to constitute 

  



2,544,654 
3 

a hood to shield the prongs from striking or 
otherwise damaging the Surface of the electrical 
merchandise to which the plug is attached. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A shield for the prongs of an electric plug 

having an electric cord entering the plug for con 
nection to said prongs, said shield comprising a 
Strip of material having first and second end 
portions and a loop portion intermediate said 
end portions, Said first end portion having spaced 
openings through which said prongs may be in 
serted to anchor said first end portion to said 
prongS, Said loop portion extending around said 
prongs and constituting a hood for shielding 
Said prongS, and means for attaching said second 
end portion to said electric cord. 

2. A shield for the two spaced prongs of an 
electric plug having an electric cord entering the 
plug for connection to said prongs, said shield 
comprising a strip of material having first and 20 
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4. 
Second end portions and a loop portion inter 
mediate said end portions, said first end portion 
having an opening through which at least one of 
said prongs may be inserted to anchor said first 
end portion to said prong, said loop portion ex 
tending around Said prongs and constituting a 
hood for shielding said prongs, and means for 
attaching said second end portion to said electric 
cord. JOHN W. BROWN. 
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