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(57) Abstract: In order to acquire a clear signal light image by removing unfocused signal light
without detriment to S/N ratio, the image acquisition method according to the present invention
entails condensing onto a sample and scanning a pulse-form illumination light emitted from a
light source, detecting signal light generated by a non-linear optical process at each scanning po-
sition, and generating an image of the sample on the basis of the detected signal light, said meth-
od comprising: a first step (S2, S7) for acquiring a mixed image containing both focused signal
light and unfocused signal light generated at a focal position of illuminating light in a sample,
and a second step (S3, S4, S5) for acquiring an image of unfocused signal light on the basis of a
plurality of mixed images having different intensities of unfocused signal light, and a third step
(S8) for acquiring an image of focused signal light by subtracting the image of unfocused signal
light acquired in the second step (S3, S4, S5) from the mixed image acquired in the first step
(S2,S7).
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