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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
A knife scabbard comprising leather front and back 

pieces between which are interposed a pair of liners of 
material resistant to metal corrosive substances. The edge 
of the rearmost liner is disposed beneath and in spaced 
relationship from the knife hilt and the leather back piece 
extends upwardly beyond the edge of the rear liner along 
the knife handle to present an outwardly yieldable Zone 
in the backpiece to accommodate for the knife hilt. 
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This invention relates to knife scabbards and, more par 
ticularly, to a scabbard which is constructed with protec 
tive liner means for preventing corrosion of the knife 
blade from deleterious substances present in the leather. 

It has long been widely recognized that leather is well 
suited as a material for making knife scabbards. This ma 
terial is often chosen for scabbard construction because of 
its utilitarian characteristics and also because of the pleas 
ing aesthetic appearance of scabbards made from leather. 
However, certain substances used in tanning leather re 
main in the leather and are corrosive to the steel from 
which knife blades are made. Such corrosion occurs when 
the knife blade remains in intimate contact with the 
leather over relatively long periods of time and particular 
ly, in the presence of moisture. 

Since knives which are carried in scabbards are often 
used outdoors and during all kinds of weather, they may 
frequently encounter conditions which contribute to rapid 
corrosion of the knife blade. It is, therefore, the primary 
object of this invention to provide a knife scabbard which 
is provided with a novel liner to protect the blade from 
contact with the corrosive substances contained in leather. 

It is another important object of this invention to pro 
vide such a protective liner constructed from nondeleter 
ious materials which does not detract from the aesthetic 
appearance of the scabbard. 

Still a further object of the instant invention is the pro 
vision of a scabbard provided with a protective liner con 
figured to permit the leather to flex as required when in 
use, thereby avoiding undue stress in the leather which 
might otherwise result from the presence of the liner. 
These and other important objects of this invention will 

be further explained or will become apparent from the 
following specification and appended claims. 

In the drawing: 
FIGURE 1 is a front elevational view of a scabbard 

embodying the principles of the present invention, a knife 
being shown in place in the scabbard; 

FIG. 2 is an enlarged, fragmentary, cross-sectional 
view taken along line 2-2 of FIG. 1; 
taken along line 2-2 of FIG. 1; 

FIG. 3 is an enlarged, cross-sectional view taken along 
line 3-3 of FIG. 1, the knife being omitted for clarity; 

FIG. 4 is an enlarged, fragmentary, exploded, perspec 
tive view of the blade-protecting liners; 

FIG. 5 is a fragmentary, side elevational view of a 
modified form of scabbard on the same scale as FIG. 2; 
and 

FIG. 6 is a fragmentary view similar to FIG. 1 illus 
trating the scabbard throng in position for securing the 
scabbard to a support. 
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2 
A scabbard embodying the principles of this invention 

broadly designated by the numeral 10 in FIGS. 1-3 in 
clude a leather backpiece 12, a leather frontpiece 14, and 
a pair of liners 16 and 18 sandwiched between front and 
backpieces 12 and 14 as illustrated most clearly in FIGS. 
2 and 3. Liners 16 and 18 are constructed from any of a 
number of available materials which are noncorrosive to 
steel when placed in intimate contact with the blade 20 
of knife 22. It has been found that liners constructed of 
phenolic fibrous material are well suited for this pur 
pOSe. 

Front liner 16 is of generally transversely U-shaped 
configuration as illustrated in FIGS. 3 and 4 and includes 
a pair of outwardly extending legs 24 integral with a bight 
26. Fianges 28 at either edge of liner 16 bear against the 
front surface of rear liner 18 when the scabbard is as 
sembled between front and backpieces 14 and 12 to pre 
sent a knife blade-receiving pocket therebetween. Suitable 
stitching 30 secures the liners between the leather and 
apertures 32 in the liners may be provided for rivets 34 
to add additional stability to the construction of the scab 
bard. 

Front liner 16 terminates at the upper edge of front 
piece 14. However, the upper edge 36 of Tear liner 18 is 
cutaway so that edge 36 is spaced well below the corre 
sponding edge of liner 16 and the edge of frontpiece 14 as 
illustrated in FIG. 2. This presents a zone in backpiece 12 
between the hilt 38 of the knife and edge 36 of liner 18, 
said zone being yieldable outwardly at the mouth of the 
scabbard to accommodate for the width of the hilt when 
the knife 22 is in place in scabbard 10. This zone of flex 
ing also permits the scabbard to Swing when backpiece 12 
is secured as to a belt or the like. This swinging does not 
create stresses in the leather which would have a tendency 
to cut the leather if the edge 36 extended into the vicinity 
of the upper edge of front liner 16. 
In the construction of scabbard 10, a lead-in apron 40 

for scabbard 10 underlies a portion of the handle of knife 
22 and extends well down into the mouth of the scabbard 
presented between the upper edges of liners 16 and 18. 
The lowermost edge of apron 40 is tapered as illustrated 
in FIG. 2 whereby the uppermost portion of liner 18 is 
embedded between the layers of leather without substan 
tial closing of the mouth of the scabbard. A leather flap 
42 is riveted between the upper ends of the backpiece 12 
and apron 46. Flap 42 carries a snap fastener 44 which co 
operates with a retainer 46 carried at the end of the knife 
handle for securing a knife in scabbard 10. 

It has been found that factors of safety make desirable 
the provision of metallic reinforcements in the nature of 
a cap 48 and a band 50 riveted to the leather components 
of scabbard 10. These metallic reinforcing members pre 
vent any possibility of blade penetrating both the phenolic 
fibrous liners and the leather where the blade could inad 
vertently do serious damage. 

It is often desirable to provide a thong such as 52 for 
use either in securing knife 22 to the user's wrist or the 
like, or in securing the scabbard to a support or to the 
Wearer's leg. To this end, scabbard 10 may be provided 
With a pair of apertures 54 in flap 42 and a pair of aper 
tures 56 passing through the metallic members 14, front 
and backpieces 14 and 12, and liners 16 and 18. The 
thong can then be threaded through apertures 54 and 56 
as illustrated in FIG. 1, thereby insuring that thong 52 is 
readily available whenever needed. 
Reference may be had to FIG. 6 for a showing of the 

manner in which the thong 52 can be threaded through 
apertures 56 for securing scabbard 10 to the leg of the 
user of knife 22. 

Referring now to FIG. 5, the scabbard 110 is similar to 
scabbard 10 with the exception that apron 140 extends the 
full length of the knife handle and carries the fastener 144 
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for securing the knife in the scabbard. In such event, back 
piece A2 is looped upon itself and secured to apron 149 as 
illustrated to present the belt loop in much the same man 
ner as the belt loop provided between apron 40 and back 
piece 2 of scabbard 10. 

Scabbard 16 may be provided with liners 6 and 18 
which are identical to liners 16 and i8. It will be noted that 
both scabbard 10 and scabbard 116 are thereby provided 
with noncorrosive liners in intimate contact with the knife 
blade, yet the liners are not visible except at the extreme 
edges of the scabbard. Accordingly, the scabbard retains 
the appearance of being constructed from leather, yet ob 
tains the beneficial advantage of having the knife blade 
fully protected from the corrosive effects of substances 
contained in the leather. It should be pointed out that the 
contact of the lowermost edges of aprons 40 and 140 
which project into the mouths of the scabbards í and 410 
is against the uppermost portion of the knife blade. This 
portion is ordinarily a Zone between the actual sharpened 
portion of the blade and the hilt of the knife. Such mar 
ginal contact is negligible and will have little or no cor 
rosive effect on the blade of the knife. The location of this 
portion of leather adjacent the scabbard mouth permits 
rapid drying to retard the action of corrosive substances 
in the leather. 

Having thus described the invention, what is claimed as 
new and desired to be secured by Letters Patent is: 
1A scabbard for a knife having a handle provided with 

a hilt and a blade extending beyond the hilt, said blade 
being of a material susceptible to corrosive substances 
present in leather, said scabbard comprising: 

a leather backpiece; 

() 
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a leather frontpiece; 
a front and rear liner of material resistant to metal cor 

rosive substances present in the leather and sand 
wiched between the backpiece and the frontpiece, 

said liners having elongated edges at the uppermost ends 
thereof spaced to present an entrance mouth for said 
blade with the edge of the front liner being disposed 
to present a rest for said hilt and the edge of the rear 
liner being disposed beneath and spaced from said 
hilt; and 

means Securing the frontpiece to the backpiece with the 
liners therebetween to form a pocket between the 
liners for said blade, said backpiece extending up 
Wardly beyond said edge of the rear liner along the 
handle, presenting a zone in the backpiece between 
the hilt and said edge of the rear liner, the backpiece 
Zone being yieldable outwardly at said mouth to ac 
commodate for said hilt. 

2. The invention of claim 1, wherein 
said rear liner has an area adjacent said edge thereof 
embedded within the backpiece. 
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