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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, CHARLES I‘RANCIS
WHALEY and JoaN M QRTIMDRB OREST, both
citizens of the United States, both residing ab

5 St. Paul, in ‘the county of Ramsey and State
of anesom. have jointly invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Self-Fasten-
ing Seals, of which the following is a specifi-
cation.

to This invention relates to that class of self-
 [fastening s2als employed by railway, express,
freight, aud other similar companies or cor-

poxamons to secure cars, chests, trunks, and.

- other receptacles for goods and freloht whicki
15 are secured by a ‘“scal”’ that must ‘be broken
to release the car or other receptacles; and it
consists of a glass-disk having an-irregular-
shaped inter ml cavity into which the barbed
ends of a shackle - wire may be readily in-

20 serted,butfrom which saidshackle-wire cannot.
be w1thdl awn or removed without breaking the-

glass disk, the retaining portions of the O"lass

(hsk being weakened in Their constructwn 80

as to be easﬂy frangible, as hereinalter set
25 forth and described, and specifically pomted
out in the.claim.

The glass disk may be made of any form or
size fmd of any required thickness, but I have
shown'in the drawings an approved form.

TFigure 1 represents a sectional front view,
and FJO‘ 2 a side view, of the disk with the
slnekle wire inserted therein. Fig. 3 is a
view of the shackle-wire detached, and Fig. 4
is a front view of one of the disks without
35 the sh‘wkle-wire. TFig. 5 is a plan view of

T ](r

A 1eplesenis “the disk, which, as before
stated, may be of any size or form, but which
in the illustration is cireular, thmb being the

jo form which will generally be employed Two
irregular-shaped cavities will be formed in
the dlsk, consisting of parallel parts ¢ and
outwardly and upkudly branching parts ',
as shown in Figs. 1 and 4.

B 1eplesents the steel shackle-wire, which
will be thin enough to readily bend, and is
formed with backwardly bent or barbed ends d,
the latter adapted to be inserted into the ca,vi-
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tiesinthe disk, and by spreading outward into
the parts «* will effectually prevent theshackle- zo
wire from being withdrawn from the disk after

it has been once inserted without destroying
the disk.

C represents a portion of the staple or other

fastening of the car or other receptacle for g5

theg oods or freight, through which the shackle-
Wne B is 1use1ted before being inserted into
the disk, as shown in Figs. 1 and 2.

That part of the disk which forms the tongues
& in the cavities is weakened by having slits 6o
a' formed at their sides, so that the tongues &
are detached from the main part of the disk,
except at the rear part, ¢’. The tongue ¢’ is

thus greatly weakened and rendered more

easily breakable, so that any attempt to tam- 65
per with the lock in the effort to remove the
shackle-wire without breaking the seal will
result in the certain breakage of the disk.

Under some circumstances it may be found
advantageous to employ two of the disks A, 70
one on each end of the shackle-wire B, in
which case each disk will need but one of the
cavitiesa’ @’; but generally one disk will be used
with two of the cavities, as in the drawings.

The use of two disks instead of one would be 7:
the equivalent of our invention,and would ac-
complish the same results in substantially the
same manner.

Having thus described our invention, what
we ehlm as new is— 8¢.

A seal for cars and other lceeptades or the
fastenings thereof, consisting of a disk orplate
of glass or othel br ealnble bubstance, pro-
vided with irregular- shaped cavities ¢’ ¢’, hav-
ing wewkenm«r slits « in comblnmtlon with 85
shackle-wire B, having barbed ends d, adapted
to be inserted into said cavities, as and for the
purpose set forth.

In testimony whereof we have hereunto sef;
our hands in the presence of two subscribing go
witnesses. .

CHARLES FRANCIS WIIALEY,
JOIIN MORTIMER FOREST.

Witnesses:

F. C. STEWARD,
GEo. W. KEELER.




