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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
JOSEPH. W. CHRISTL, OF NEWARK, NEW JERSEY, ASSIGNOR TO TAYLOR & Co., INCOR 

PORATED, OF NEWARK, NEW JERSEY, A CORPORATION OF NEW JERSEY. 

SAFETY-CATCH FOR JEWELRY. 

937,988. Specification of Letters Patent, Patented Oct. 26, 1909. 
Application filed March 8, 1909, Serial No. 482,037. 

To all whom it may concern. 
Be it known that I, JosEPH. W. CHRISTI, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at 
Newark, in the county of Essex and State of 
New Jersey, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Safety-Catches for 
Jewelry; and I do hereby declare the follow 
ing to be a full, clear, and exact description 
of the invention, such as will enable others 
skilled in the art to which it appertains to 
make and use the same, reference being had 
to the accompanying drawings, and to char 
acters of reference marked thereon, which 
form a part of this specification. 
This invention relates, generally, to im 

provements in safety - catches for brooches, 
chatelaines, breast - pins, badges, and other 
similar articles of jewelry; and, the present 
invention has reference, more particularly, 
to a novel form and construction of Safety 
lock which is movably connected with the 
pin-receiving catch of the piece of jewelry, 
and is arranged in such a manner that the 
safety-lock may be manipulated by hand, or 
may be automatically operated by the clos 
ing action of the pointed end-portion of the 
pin when bringing said 'end-portion in its 
retaining or holding engagement with the 
receiving catch of the piece of jewelry. 
The invention, therefore, has for its prin cipal object to provide an improved piece 

of jewelry in the form of a brooch, breast 
pin, chatelaine, badge, or the like, having a 
pin-receiving catch formed with a hook or 
arc-shaped receiving end, and a safety-lock 
movably arranged within the said hook or 
arc-shaped receiving end of the pin-receiv 
ing catch, the safety-lock conforming to the 
general arc-shaped or cylindrical configura 
tion of the said pin-receiving end, so that in 
moving the safety-lock over the open space 
of the main catch, the said space is com 
pletely bridged over, resulting in a complete 
cylindrical or loop-shaped end-portion with 
in which the pointed end-portion of the pin 
is safely retained against accidental or other 
disengagement from the pin-receiving catch, 
until the safety-lock is manipulated by the 
wearer of the piece of jewelry. 
The invention has for its further object to 

provide a simple, cheap, neat and an easily 
operated safety-lock for the pin-receiving 
catches of jewelry, made principally as here 
inafter more fully set forth, and the parts of 
the safety-lock being such that they can not 

become inoperative, or the possibility of be 
coming inoperative being reduced to a mini 
mum, while, if the safety-lock should by any 
means become inoperative, the removal of the 
pointed end-portion of the pin from the 
holding or retaining catch will not be inter 
fered with. 
Other objects of this invention not at this 

time more particularly mentioned will be 
clearly understood from the following de 
tailed description of the same. 
With the various objects of my present in 

vention in view, the invention consists, pri 
marily, in the novel safety -lock for the 
catches of jewelry of the various kinds; and, 
the invention consists, furthermore, in the 
novel arrangements and combinations of the 
various devices and parts, as well as in the 
details of the construction of the same, all of 
which will be hereinafter more fully de 
scribed and then finally embodied in the 
clauses of the claims which are appended to 
and which form an essential part of this specification. 
The invention is clearly illustrated in the 

accompanying drawings, in which:- 
Figure 1 is a side elevation and Fig. 2 a. 

back or rear view of a brooch, badge, or the 
like, provided with a safety-catch or lock for 
the pin thereof and made according to and 
embodying the principles of the present in 
vention. Fig. 3 is an end view, on an en 
larged Scale, of the piece of jewelry and its 
pin-receiving catch or post, showing in con 
nection therewith, and in elevation, one form 
of slidable safety-lock, the parts being repre 
sented in their open relation to receive the 
pointed end-portion of the pin, and said 
view showing in addition the position of 
Said end-portion of the pin when used for 
automatically operating the safety-lock and 
closing the pin-receiving portion of the re 
ceiving catch or post. Fig. 4 is a similar 
view of the same parts, showing the safety 
lock in its closed relation with the pin-re 
ceiving portion of the receiving catch or 
post. Fig. 5 is a face view of the said parts, 
looking in the direction of the arrow an in 
said Fig. 4: Fig. 6 is a face view of said 
parts, looking in the direction of the arrow y 
in Said Fig. 4; and Fig. 7 is a horizontal sec 
tion, taken online 7-7 in Fig. 3, looking in 
the direction of the arrow 2. Fig. 8 is a cen 
tral longitudinal vertical section of the pin 
receiving catch or post and the safety-lock, 
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the latter being represented in its open rela 
tion with the pin-receiving portion of the 
receiving catch or post; and Fig. 9 is a simi 
lar section of the same parts, showing the 
safety-lock in its closed relation to the main 
body of the receiving catch or post. Fig. 10 
is a transverse section, taken on line 10-10. 
in Fig. 3, looking in the direction of the ar 
ure u in said figure. Fig. 11 is an end view 
of a piece of jewelry and its pin-receiving 
catch or post, and an elevation of a sliding 
safety-lock of a slightly modified form of 
construction, but stili embodying the princi 
ples of the present invention; and Fig. 12 is 
a similar view of the same parts showing 
this form of safety-lock in its closed relation 
with the pin-receiving portion of the receiv 
ing catch or post. FigS. 13 and 14 are a 
front and rear view, respectively, of the 
form of safety-catch represented in said 
Figs. 11 and 12; and Fig. 15 is a transverse 
Section, taken on line 15-15 in Fig. 12, look 
ing in the direction of the arrow v. Fig. 16 
is a longitudinal central-vertical section of 
the parts represented in said Fig. 11; and 
Fig. 17 is a similar sectional representation 
of the parts of the safety-catch, said section 
being taken on line 17-17 in Fig. 13. 

Similar characters of reference are en 
ployed in all of the above described views, to 
indicate corresponding parts. 

Referring now to the said figures of the 
drawings, the reference - character 1 indi 
cates a complete piece of jewelry, such as a 
breast-pin, badge, brooch, chatelaine, or the 
like, the same consisting of a suitable body 
or face-plate 2 which may be of any desir 
able marginal configuration, and may be 
provided with any suitable surface - orna 
mentation upon its face, as will be clearly 
evident. Suitably arranged and secured 
upon the back of the said body or face-plate 
2 is any well-known form of pivoted sup 
port, as 3, which is provided with a pivot 4 
upon which is pivotally arranged, in the 
usual manner the perforated end-portion 6 
of a pin 5 formed with the pin-pointed end 
portion 6, substantially as shown in Figs. 1 
and 2 of the drawings. The lock-attachment 
for receiving and retaining the pointed end 
portion of the pin in its closed relation to 
the said main body or said face-plate 2 com 
prises a pin-receiving catch or post which is 
provided with a foot or base-plate 7 secured 
upon the back or rear face of the said body 
2 in any suitable manner, usually by means 
of solder, as 8. The said pin-receiving catch 
or post has a member or element 9 connected 
with or extending from said foot or base 
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plate 7, said member or element 9 terminat ing in a hook-shaped retaining end-portion 
10, of a circular configuration, so as to form 
an open-sided hollow cylinder, substantially 
as illustrated in the several figures of the 
drawings. From an inspection, more par 
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ticularly of Figs. 5 and 6 of the drawings, it 
will be seen that the marginal edge-portions 
11 of the member or element 9 may be ta 
pered, as shown, and the said marginal 
edges 11 terminate in suitable off-sets 12 
forming stops for the purposes to be pres 
ently more fully set forth. At the free ends 
of the marginal edge-portions 13 of the said 
hook-shaped retaining end-portion 10 are 
suitable offsets 14, forming stops. Extend 
ing in inward directions from said portions 
14, directly above each stop provided by said 
portions 14, are retaining guides or fingers 
15 for slidably retaining the safety-lock or 
closing member to be presently more fully 
described in its slidable and operative rela 
tion to and within the hook-shaped retain ing end-portion 10 of the pin-receiving catch 
or post. This safety-lock or closing mem 
ber, as shown in Figs. 1 to 10 inclusive, con 
sists essentially of a pair of curved plate 
like members or elements 16 and 17 which 
are cylindrically curved so as to conform to 
and fit into the inner contour or barrel of 
the previously mentioned hook-shaped re 
taining end-portion 10, as clearly shown. 
Extending laterally from the opposite outer 
marginal edges of the said curved plate-like 
members or elements 16 and 17 are portions 
1S and 19, said portions being bent in a 
loop-shaped manner, as at 20, which embrace 
the marginal edge-portions 13, and are 
adapted to move between the stops 12 and 
14, substantially as shown in Figs. 3, 4, 5, 7 
and 10 of the drawings. Connected with 
and extending from the said loop-shaped 
portions 20 are strap-like parts or elements 
21 which are connected by means of an out Wardly projecting and suitably bent portion 
22 which provides a fingerpiece for produc 
ing the slidable movements of the said curved 
plate-like members or elements 16 and 17. 
From an inspection more particularly from 
Fig. 7 of the drawings, it will be clearly evi 
dent, that the said elements or members 16 
and the parts forming the loop-shaped mem 
bel's 20, the straps 21, and the fingerpiece 22, 
are preferably formed in one integral piece, 
and that the said members or elements 16 are 
slidably retained in the said hook-shaped re 
taining end-portion 10 by means of the said 
loop-shaped portions 20 and the straps 21 
and the said previously mentioned guides 
15, which guides or fingers 15 also prevent 
any lateral spreading of the elements or 
members 16 and 20 in opposite directions, as 
will be clearly evident from an inspection of 
the several figures of the drawings. As 
clearly shown, the said curved plate-like ele 
ments or members 16 and 17 may also be provided at their upper marginal edge-por 
tions with projections or inwardly extending 
parts 23, the purpose of which will be more 
presently fully set forth. 
Having thus in a general way described 
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and set forth one construction and arrange 
ment of safety-catch for locking the pin of a 
breast-pin, badge, brooch, ear-ring, or the 
like, made according to and embodying the 
principles of the present invention, I will 
now describe the manner of its operation. 
Suppose by means of the fingerpiece 22, 

the safety-lock, comprising the members or 
elements 16 and 17, has been moved within the hook-shaped retaining end-portion 10 
against the stops 12, so as to bring the parts 
into their relative positions indicated in 
Figs. 3 and 8 of the drawings. Having 
forced the pin of a piece of jewelry through 
the fabric upon which the said piece of 
jewelry is to be worn, the pin-pointed end 
portion of the said pin is forced over and 
into the open space of the hook-shaped re 
taining end-portion 10, and against the inner 
surface of the member or element 9, until 
the end-portion of the pin rests directly 
upon the previously mentioned projections 
23 of the curved plate-like members or ele 
ments 16 and 17, as clearly shown in said 
Fig. 3 of the drawings. By applying a 
downward pressure upon the body-portion 
of the pin 5, that part of the pin which rests 
upon the said projections 23 will cause the 
safety-lock to be slid upon the inner surface 
of the hook-shaped retaining end-portion 
10, until the loop-shaped portions 20 are 
brought against the stops 14, whereby the 
safety lock assumes the position indicated in 
Figs. 4 and 9 of the drawings and serves as 
a means for closing the gap or open space 
directly above the hook-shaped retaining 
end-portion 10, with the end-portion of the 
pin 5 retained within the said hook-shaped 
retaining end-portion and the closing means 
formed by the safety lock, against any dis 
placement therefrom, until the safety-lock is 
again moved by means of the fingerpiece 22 
into its former position indicated in Figs. 
3 and 8 of the drawings. 

It will be understood that instead of mov 
ing the safety-lock by means of the pressure 
applied directly to the pin 5 and against the 
projections or lugs 23 of the plate-like mem 
bers or elements 16 and 17, the said parts can 
be moved from their normally opened posi 
tions into their closed positions by the man 
ual operation of the fingerpiece 22, as will 
be clearly understood. 
In Figs. 11 to 17 inclusive, I have shown a 

slightly modified construction of safety 
catch and Safety lock therefor made accord 
ing to and embodying the principles of the 
present invention. In said figures of the 
drawings, the reference-character 24 repre 
sents a suitable foot or base-plate secured 
upon the back or rear face of the body 2 in 
any Suitable manner, preferably by means of 
the Solder 8, in the manner of the construc 
tion Set forth in the above, and as shown in 
Figs. 1 to 10 inclusive. 

3. 

Connected with and extending from the 
foot or base-plate 24 is a member or element 
25, said element or member 25 terminating 
in a suitable hook-shaped end-portion 26 
of the general shape and configuration of 
the hook-shaped retaining end-portion 10 
described in connection with the construc 
tion shown in Figs. 1 to 10 inclusive. The said hook-shaped retaining end-portion, 26 
is provided with a slot 27 forming suitable 
stops 28 and 29, as clearly shown. The 
safety-lock which is slidably arranged with 
in the Said hook-shaped retaining end-por 
tion 26 is made in the form of a suitably 
curved plate-like member or element indi 
cated by the reference-character 30, the said 
member or element 30 having a portion of its 
metal body cut so as to provide a suitable 
tongue 31 which is passed through the slot or 
opening 27 and then bent or doubled upon 
itself, so as to form a loop-shaped finger 
piece 32. By means of this finger-piece 32. 
the Safety-lock 30 can be moved back and 
forth within the hook-shaped retaining end 
portion 26 of the pin-receiving catch or post, 
the movement of the safety-lock being lim 
ited by the length of the slot or opening 27, 
and the safety catch can be moved from its 
Open relation with the said hook-shaped re 
taining end-portion 26, shown in Figs. 11 
and 16, by means of this fingerpiece 32, into 
its closed relation with the said hook-shaped retaining end-portion, as clearly indicated 
in Figs. 12 and 17 of the drawings, to se 
curely retain the pin-pointed end-portion of 
the pin within the hook-shaped retaining 
end-portion of the pin-receiving or holding 
catch, or post of the piece of jewelry, in sub 
stantially the same manner as hereinabove 
described. 
From the above description it will be 

clearly evident, that I have devised a simple 
and cheap, as well as an operative construc 
tion for the purposes hereinabove set forth; 
and, a Safety-catch is provided which can be 
Put to various uses for locking or retaining 
the pin of a breast-pin, badge, or a brooch. 
Ol' of earrings, in a closed position against 
accidental displacement. It will also be evi 
dent, that the construction of safety catch 
herein described may be put to other uses. 

I claim:- 
1. In an article of jewelry, as a breast 

pin, brooch, badge, or the like, the combina 
tion with the fastening-pin, of a pin-receiv 
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ing post, Said post being provided with a 
hook-shaped retaining end-portion, in the 
form of a part of a hollow cylinder, a cor 
respondingly formed and concentric closing 
member slidably arranged within said hook 
shaped retaining end-portion, loop-shaped 
portions connected with said closing-mem 
ber, said loop-shaped portions embracing the 
marginal edges of said hook-shaped retain 
ing end-portion, and a strap-like element 
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4. 
upon the outside of Said hook-shaped retain 
ing portion connecting said loop-shaped por 
tions. 

2. In an article of jewelry, as a breast-pin, 
brooch, badge, or the like, the combination 
with the fastening-pin, of a pin-receiving 
post, Said post being provided with a hook 
shaped retaining end-portion, a closing mem 
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bers slidably arranged within said hook 
shaped retaining end-portion, loop-shaped 
portions connected with said closing mem 
ber, said loop-shaped portions embracing the 
marginal edges of said hook-shaped retain 
ing end-portion, and a strap-like element 

s upon the outside of said hook-shaped retain ing portion connecting said loop-shaped por 
tions, the said hook-shaped retaining end 
portion being provided upon its marginal 
edges with stops with which the loop-shaped 
portions of Said closing member are adapted 
to be brought in engagement so as to limit 
the movements of said closing member. 

3. In an article of jewelry, as a breast-pin, 
brooch, badge, or the like, the combination with a fastening-pin, of a pin-receiving post, 
said post being provided with a hook-shaped 
retaining end-portion, and inwardly project 
ing finger's forming guides, a closing mem 
ber comprising a pair of plate-like elements . 
slidably arranged within said hook-shaped 
retaining end-portion and between the guides 
thereof, a loop-shaped portion connected with 
each plate-like element, said loop-shaped 
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portions embracing the marginal edges of 
said hook-shaped retaining end-portion, and 
a strap-like element connecting said loop 
shaped portions. - . 4. In an article of jewelry, as a breast-pin, 
brooch, badge, or the like, the combination 
with a fastening-pin, of a pin-receiving post, 
said post being provided with a hook-shaped 
retaining end-portion, and inwardly project 
ing fingers forming guides, a closing mem 
ber comprising a pair of plate-like elements 
slidably arranged within said hook-shaped 
retaining end-portion and between the guides 
thereof, a loop-shaped portion connected 
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with each plate-like element, said loop- - - 
shaped portions embracing the marginal 
edges of said hook-shaped retaining end 
portion, and a strap-like element connecting 
said loop-shaped portions, the said hook: 

50 

shaped retaining end-portion being provided 
upon its marginal edges with stops with 
which the loop-shaped portions of said clos 
ing member are adapted to be brought in en 
gagement so as to limit the movements of 
said closing member. 
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In testimony that I claim the invention 
set forth above I have hereunto set my hand 
this fourth day of March, 1909. 

JOSEPH. W. CHRISTL. 
Witnesses: 

FREDK. C. FRAENTZEL, 
FREDK. H. W. FRAENTZEL. 
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