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To all whom it may concern’

Be it known that I, Lrox H. Brocxzr, a
citizen of the United States, residing at
Nash, in the county of Bowie and State of
Texas, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Mail Carriers or Con-
tainers, of which the following is a specifi-
cation, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings.

This invention relates to an improved
mail carrier for holding mail matter, such
as papers and letters in compact form, par-
ticularly when the mail man is making de-
liveries.

As a most important and general object
of the present invention, it is the aim to
provide an improved carrier wherein ratchet
means is employed in connection with a
clamp, for holding mail matter securely
clamped in the lower part of the carrier, in
combination with spring means to hold the
ratchet means in codperation with teeth of
the frame of the carrier, to hold the clamp
securely in contact with the mail matter.

Another object of the invention resides in
means carried by ratchet members to be
manually manipulated to throw the ratchet
members out of engagement with the ratchet
teeth on the sides of the carrier, so as to re-
lease the clamp, enabling any piece or pieces
of the mail matter to be easily withdrawn,
and when withdrawn, the clamp may be
moved downwardly to clamp the remaining
mail matter in position. ,

While the design and construction at
present illustrated and set forth is deemed
preferable, it is obvious that as a result of
a reduction of the invention to a more prac-
tical form for commercial purposes, the in-
venition may be susceptible to changes, and
the right to these changes is claimed, pro-
vided they are comprehended within the
scope of what is claimed.

The invention comprises further features
and combination of parts, as will be herein-
after set forth; shown in the drawings and
claimed. o
In the drawings: B : ’
Figure 1 is-a perspective view of the mail
carrvier constructed in accordance with the
invention, and showing the mail matter
clamped securely in the lower part of the
carrier.

Fig. 2 is a vertical sectional view on line
22 of Fig. 1.

-roller.

Tig. 8 is an enlarged detail view of the
clamp removed from the carrier.

Referring more especially to the draw-
ings, 1 destgnates the carrier frame, which
comprises o base 2, the side pieces 3 (which
are in parallelism and spaced) and the top
connecting bars 4, which constitute suitable
handles, whereby the carrier may be carried
from one place to another and very con-
veniently handled. The mail matter to be
supported by the carrier rests upon the base
2 between the side pieces 3, and to hold the
mail matter securely clamped in position on
the base 2 a sliding clamp, designated by the
numeral 5 as a whole, is mounted slidably
upon the side pieces. This clamp is in the
form of a loose jointed frame, for instance,
the clamp consists of the end pieces 6, which
may be constructed in any suitable manner,
preferably from sheet metal, folded upon
themselves as shown, though not necessarily,
and the connecting rods 7, which have their
ends mounted in the end pieces 6 of the
clamp. The extremities of the rods are
preferably swaged or mashed as indicated at
7’, though not necessarily, so as to hold the
rods in position. The openings through
which the end portions of the rod extend are
large enough to permit of a slight looseness
of play, so that the frame of the clamp may
slightly “twist or flex as it moves down-
wardly. Mounted upon the rods rotatably
are rollers 8. These rollers 8 are formed in
three sections as shown, the end sections be-
ing adapted to ride over and engage the
ratchet teeth 9 of the opposite edges of the
side pieces 3 of the frame of the carrier.
Primarily, the central section of the roller
is designed to permit of the extraction of
the mail matter, without necessitating rais-
ing the mail matter compressor clamp.
Fach piece of mail matter when removed is
drawn from under the central section of the
The central section rotates freely,
thereby allowing the easy extraction of the

the roller also acts to space the end sections,
in fact, to hold the end sections adjacent to
and in contact with the ratchet teeth of the
side piece 3 of the frame of the carrier.
Clamps 10 are mounted upon the connecting
rods, which connect the end pieces 6, there
being ears 11 formed upon the ends of the
clamps 10, whereby the clamps may pivot-
ally move. The clamps 10 are disposed at
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acute angles to the ratchet toothed edges of
the side pieces 8 of the frame of the carrier.
A coil tension spring 12 ig arranged to con-
nect the clamps 10, as indicated at 13. By
virtue of the spring the edges 14 of the
clamps ave held adjacent to and in engage-
ment with the ratchet teeth of the opposite

“edges of the side pieces 3 of the carvier.

Secured at 15 to the clamps are arms 16,
which in the present instance, though not
necessarily, are constructed from sheet metal
and are twisted and bent, so that they ex-
tend toward each other and overlap. The
arms 16 have their terminals terminating in
laterally extending lugs or ears 17, adapted
to be engaged by the fingers of an operator
for moving said cars 17 in opposite direc-
tions toward each other and the arms away
from each other; thercby disengaging the
edges of the clamps 10 from engagement
with the ratchet teeth of the edges of the
sides of the carrier, allowing the mail mat-
ter clamp to be adjusted vertically. If the
compressor or clamp is pressed downward
too tight on the mail matter, the arms 16
may be moved in directions away from each
other, by applying pressure upon the ears
or lugs 17. By this operation, the clamps
of the compressor are moved from each
other and when this occurs the clamps of
the compressor may be released and are ca-
pable of moving upwardly a notch or two,
preferably a single notch, to permit the re-
moval of a piece of mail matter for de-
livery. By so manipulating the clamps 10
to permit the clamping frame to be moved
upwardly, additional mail matter may be
arranged under the clamping frame. When
the arms are released, a downward pressure
upon the clamping frame may be imparted
thereto, in which case, the mail matter will
be forced downwardly and clamped in posi-

-tion on the base or bottom of the carrler.

Obviously the spring will tension the clamps
10 so that their edges will ride over the
ratchet teeth, and when the mail matter ha
been sufficiently compressed toward and in
contact with the bottom of the carrier, the
edges of the clamp 10 will cobperate with
the teeth of the opposite edges of the sides
of the carrier and hold the clamping frame
in position.

A mail carrier when using a device of this
kind may readily and quickly deliver mail
matter, since the delivery of the mail mat-
ter merely consists in the raising of the
clamp to permit of the extraction of any
desired piece of mail matter, so that it may
be delivered to its proper destination. As

soon as a pilece of mail matter is extracted,.

the clamping frame may again be forced
downwardly in position. It is obvious that
the clamping frame is allowed to flex
slightly, in order to accommodate itself
to the varying thicknesses of the pieces of
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the mail matter. In other words, some
pieces of the mail matter will be thicker
than others, therefore one side of the en-
tire pile of mail matter will be either higher
or lower, therefore it is necessary that the
clamping frame be allowed to flex slightly.
Furthermere, the ratchet teeth of the oppo-
site edges of the side pieces of the carrier
are slightly staggered, so that the clamps of
the clamping frame may accommodate
themselves to the teeth according to the
varying thicknesses of the pieces of mail
matter. ’

It will be noted that the overlying arms
of the clamps may be manipulated, when
moved in directions from each other, so that
the lateral ears or lugs of the arms may
contact and hold the adjacent edges of the
clamps out of engagement with the ratchet
teeth of the opvosite edges of the side
pieces 3, thereby permitting the clamping
frame to freely move in either direction.

The invention having been set forth, what
is claimed as new and useful is:

1. In a portable mail carrier as set forth,
the combination with a portable mail car-
rier frame including side pieces provided
with rafchet teeth, of a flexible clamping
frame mounted upon the carrier frame to
move vertically, elongated clamps pivoted
upon said flexible clamping frame, tension-
ing means between said clamps to hold them
in engagement with the ratchet teeth when
the clamping frame is moved downwardly
against the mail matter, members fixed to
the clamps and overlying each other and
adanted to be moved in planes from each
other, to disengage the clamps from the
teeth to permit the clamping frame to be
moved freely upwardly and downwardly.

2. In a mail carrier as set forth, the com-
binatien with 2 mail carrier frame including
parallel vertical side pieces, the opposite
edges of the side pieces having ratchet teeth,
of a flexible mail matter clamping frame
to move vertically upon the mail carrier
frame and having journaled rods, rollers
journaled upon said rods to codperate with
the toothed edges of the side pieces of the
earrier frame, clamps pivotally mounted
upon said rods and having their edges co-
operatively engaging said teeth of the side
pleces of the carrier frame, tensioning
means between said clamps, and means com-
prising arms overlying each other, adapted
to be manually manipulated to disengage
the clamps from the teeth of the opposite
edges of the side pieces.

3. In a portable mail carrier, a carrier
frame and parallel side pieces provided with
ratchet teeth upon their opposite edges, a
fexible clamping frame adjustable upon
the side pieces, single piece clamps having
pivotal connections with the corners of said
flexible frame, tensioning means to hold said
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clamps in engagement with said teeth, and
elements carried by said clamps to be manu-
ally actuated toward each other to release
the clamps from engagement with the teeth
to permit adjustment of the clamping
{rames. ,

4. In a portable mail carrier, a carrier
frame having parallel uprights provided
with ratchet teeth upon their opposite edges,
a clamping frame comprising side pieces,

8

opposing clamps loosely connected to said
side pieces, tensioning means to hold said
clamps in engagement with said teeth, and
means on the clamps to be actuated to re-
lease the clamps from engagement with the
teeth to allow the clamping frame to be
moved on the carrier frame.

In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my

signature.
LECK H. BLOCKER,
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