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signed to aid in adjusting the chain.
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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Joux W. Goxck, a
citizen of the United States, and a resident
of Chattanooga, in the county of Hamilton
and State of Tennessee, have invented a
new and Improved Hames-Fastening De-
vice, of which the following is a full, clear,
and exact description.

The principal object of the present inven-
tion is to provide a simple, durable and effi-
cient fastener for collar hames.

One embodiment of the present invention
is disclosed in the structure illustrated in
the accompanying drawings, in which like
characters of reference denote correspond-
ing parts in all the views, and in which—

TFigure 1 is the front view of the frag-
mentary ends of hames, having a fastening
device constructed in accordance with the
present invention; Fig. 2 is a top view of an
anchoring hook constructed in. accordance
with the present invention; Fig. 3 is a top
view of a buckle adapted to receive and
hold a chain, and constructed in accordance
with the present invention; Fig. 4 is a lon-
gitudinal section of the same, enlarged and
taken on the line 4—4 in Fig. 3; and Fig. 5
is a front view of the fragmentary end of a
hame, showing the hook employed in its
shortened connection with the chain.

Tt is the desire of the hostler that the
adjustment of the hames shall be easy, rapid
and strong. Heretofore the fastening for
the hames has consisted most usually in a
strap passed through loops on the lower end
of the hames metal, while the upper end has
been drawn together by cinch thongs. In
the present invention the hames metals 5—5
are bent around the ends of the hames to
form recesses 6—6 to hold the body of the
metal rings or loops 7—7. The loops 7T—7
are of sufficient size and proper shape to
receive a hook 8 and a buckle 9. The hook
8 is formed substantially as shown at Figs.
1 and 2 of drawings, being a ring flattened
and bent upon itself to form hook-like ex-
tensions 10 and 11, which it is intended shall
loop within the ring 7. The nook 8 is de-
For
this purpose the extensions 10 and 11 are of
different lengths. When the chain links
are engaged by the shorter extension the
chain 1s shorter between the loops 7T—7—
than when the chain is engaged by the ex-
tension 11, other connections remaining con-
stant. The buckle 9 is designed to engage
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the opposite ring 7, it being assembled there-
through only by intention. The buckle is
formed from any suitable metal, bent to
form an eyelet 13 and parallel extensions
14—14— as shown in Figs. 3 and 4 of the
drawings.  The extensions 14—14 are up-set
and returned over the eyelet 13, and are
separated to receive a tongue 15 and per-
forated to receive a hinge pin 16 upon which
the said tongue is mounted. The tongue
may be constructed from solid material;
that preferred by me, however, is to form
the same from sheet or plate metal, as shown
in Fig. 4 of the drawings, striking the metal
down to form side extensions 17—17—
which constitute the wings for the hinge
pin 16 and adds rigidity and strength to the
form of the tongue. The sides 17 also form
a housing for a coiled spring 18, which is
wound upon the pin 16, and the free end
whereof bears against the under side of the
tongue 15. The anchored end of the spring
B is held by a suitable extension or bur 19,
set out from omne of the extensions 14—I14.
It will be seen that the construction of this
buckle is exceedingly simple, requiring very
little assembling and no fitting. It will be
seen, also, that through the eyelet 18 may
be passed the body of a chain, any of the
links whereof may be threaded over the
tongue 15 and be thereby securely held.
With a buckle of the character described,
the operation of securing the chain would
be as follows: The chain 1s passed from the
lower side of the buckle upward through the
eyelet 13, and when sufficient stress has been
imparted to the chain to draw it taut
through the buckle, the tongue 15 is per-

mitted to seat within one of the links, there- ¢

by locking the chain firmly in position.

Between the extensions 14—14— and the
body of the buckle 9, the ring 7, or, if de-
sired, any suitable form of chain link, may
be introduced. To mount the ring 7, or the
said link of a chain, upon the buckle in the
manner shown in the drawings, the tongue
15 is raised from the body of the buckle, 9,
and inserted through the said ring or link.
The extensions 14—14— and tail piece 20
are then protruded from the said ring or
link until the same is in position where it
engages the double metal of the buckle be-
low the extensions 14—14— as shown at Fig.
1 of the drawings.

T have shown in Fig. 1 of the drawings the
take-up device, which I may employ as an
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adjunct in tightening the chain of my hames
fastener. This consists of a lever, which is
formed from suitable rod metal to produce
the end hook 21 and the middle hook 22.
The hook 21 is formed at the one end of the
rod from which this lever is constructed,
while the hook 22 is formed from the other
end of the rod. The position on the lever
of the hook 22 is that produced by bending
the rod to form a handle 23 after the rod has
been extended through the loop of the chain
12 and at the end of the said chain. The rod
is bent upon itself to form a cross section 24,
which rests against the other section of the
rod which carries the hook 21. By this en-
gagement of the cross section 24, the rigidity
of the hook 22 is augmented. By means of
this construction the lever is attached to the
chain 12. In its operation it is placed sub-
stantially as shown in Fig. 1 of the draw-
ings, wherein the hook 21 engages the chain
between the hook 8 and the buckle 9 and
wherein the hook 22 engages a convenient
link of the chain to the free or loose side of
the buckle 9 and tongue 15. In this posi-
tion, by pulling the handle 23 toward the
hook 8 there is exerted upon the chain 12 a
force the strength of which is amplified by
the leverage thus obtained.

In constructing and assembling the ele-

" ments composing the hames fastener, the
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hook 8 is formed of a size not adapted to
pass through the buckle. The accidental
separation of the chain and hook 8 is in this
manner avoided.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent is:—

1. A hames fastening device, comprising
a buckle having an eyelet, two raised par-
allel and returned extensions contracted to
engage a ring or link to be held thereby,
and a tongue pivotally mounted between the
said extensions and adapted to extend
through the links of a chain to rest upon the
forward bar of the said buckle.

2. A hames fastening device, comprising
a buckle forming an eyelet adapted to re-
ceive the links of a chain, having raised par-
allel and returned extensions, the middle sec-
tion whereof is contracted to engage a ring
or link, a tongue pivotally mounted between
said extensions and adapted to extend with-
in the links of the said chain to rest upon
the forward bar of the said eyelet, a hinge
pin driven through perforations in the said
extensions and said tongue, and a coiled
spring mounted upon said hinge pin and
adapted to seat the forward end of said
tongue.

3. A hames fastening device, comprising
a buckle having an eyelet formed therein
adapted to pass the links of a chain and pro-
vided with extensions raised above the said
eyelet and returned forward over the same
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in parallel disposition, said extensions being
contracted between the upper end thereot
and the said eyelet to engage a ring or link
to be held thereby, a tongue pivotally mount-
ed between said extensions and adapted to
rest upon the forward bar of said buckle, a
hinge pin adapted to be driven through per-
forations formed in said extensions and said
tongue, and a coiled spring mounted upon
said hinge pin and adapted to normally hold
the said tongue against the said bar of said
buckle.

4. A hames fastening device, comprising
a hook formed from an elongated link bent
upon itself to form extensions from the bent
section of unequal length, a buckle having
an eyelet formed therein adapted to pass the
links of a chain and provided with exten-
sions raised above the said eyelet and re-
turned forward over the same in parallel
disposition, said extensions being contracted
between the upper end thereof and the said
eyelet to engage a ring or link and be held
thereby, a tongue pivotally mounted between
sald extensions and adapted to rest upon
the forward bar of said buckle, a hinge
pin adapted to be driven through perfora-
tions formed in said extensions and said
tongue, a coiled spring mounted upon said
hinge pin and adapted to normally hold the
said tongue against the said bar of said
buckle, and a link chain secured to the said
hook and adapted to extend through the
said buckle.

5. A hames fastening device, comprising a
hoolt formed from an elongated link bent
upon itself to form extensions of unequal
lengths to receive a chain, a buckle having
an eyelet formed therein adapted to pass the
links of a chain and provided with exten-
sions raised above the said eyelet and re-
turned forward over the same in parallel
disposition, said extensions being contracted
between the upper ends thereof and the said
eyelet to engage a ring or link and be held
thereby, a tongue pivotally mounted between
said extensions and adapted to rest upon the
forward bar of said buckle, a hinge pin
adapted to be driven through perforations
formed in said extensions and said tongue,
a coiled spring mounted upon said hinge pin
and adapted to normally hold the said tongue
against the said bar of said eyelet, a link
chain permanently secured to the said hook
and adapted to extend through the said
buckle, a lever having a hook located at the
end thereof and a hook intermediate the
ends thereof, both of said hooks being adapt-
ed to engage the links of the said chain, and
means for connecting the said lever to the
said chain.

6. A hames fastening device, comprising a
hook formed from an elongated link bent
upon itself to form extensions of unequal
lengths to receive a chain, a buckle having
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an eyelet formed therein adapted to pass the
links of a chain and provided with exten-
sions raised above the said eyelet and re-
turned forward over the same in parallel
disposition, said extensions being contracted
between the upper ends thereof and the said
eyelet to engage a ring or link and be held
thereby, a tongue pivotally mounted between
said extensions and adapted to rest upon the
forward bar of said buckle, a hinge pin
adapted to be driven through perforations
formed in said extensions and said tongue,
a coiled spring mounted upon said pin and
bearing against the tongue, a link chain se-

8

cured to the said hook and adapted to extend 15

through the said eyelet, and a lever attached
to said chain and having a hook formed in
the end thereof and a second hook formed
intermediate the ends thereof, both hooks

being adapted to engage the links of the sald 20

chain.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses. '

JOHN W. GONCE.

Witnesses:

A.T. Moorg,
Epear McKENNEY.



