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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, HENRY VORDER WUL-
BECKE, of the city and county of San Fran-
ciseo, State of California, have invented an
Improvement in Wire Splicers and Cutters;
and I hereby declare the following to be a
full, elear, and exact description of the same.

My invention relates to a new and useful
implement or tool, the object of which is to
twist the overlapping ends of wire to form
the splice, and to eut off wire when needed;
and my invention consists in a stock having
anovel head forming a bearing by which the
implement is journaled or pivoted upon the
body of the wire, and having”on the side of
said head a curved guide for receiving the
free end of the opposing wire and twisting
it around the first wire on which the head is
journaled; and it consists, further, in the

stock or handle having a cutting-blade piv-

oted to it for the purpose of clipping off the
ends or other portions of the wire, all of
which I shall hereinafter fully describe and
claim.

Referring to the accompanying drawings
for a more complete explanation of my inven-
tion, Figure 1 is a perspective view of my
splicer and cutter. Fig. 2 is a longitudinal
section of same. Fig. 3 is a view showing its
use.

A is the stock of the implement, having a
handle, ¢, and a head, B. Thishead consists
of two portions or jaws, one, b, fixed and the
other, 0’, movable. The fixed jaw has a semi-
circular groove or socket in its face, and the
movable jaw has a corvesponding semicircu-
lar groove or socket in its opposing face, the
two sockets forming practically a complete
circular bearing. The movable jaw of the
head is jointed tothe fixed jaw by a hinge at
C, and there is a spring, ¢, which holds said
movable jaw normally away from the fixed
jaw, The movable jaw is fitted over and is
guided apon a lug or ear, D, extending from
the face of the fixed jaw, and upon the pro-
jecting end of this lug orear is pivoted a cam
or eccentric lever, E, which operates against
the back of the movable jaw for the purpose
of foreing it toward and holding it against
the fixed jaw. Upon each side of the head,

both on the fixed and movable jaws, are the

curved guide-flanges F, having grooved faces,
as shown.

The body or stock of the implement is slot-
ted at o’ and transversely grooved at a?, and
in the slot is fitted a cutting-blade, &, pivoted
at g, and adapted to traverse the transverse
groove ¢® on the stock. This blade has a
handle, g, the end of which is adapted to be
secured, so as to prevent it from swinging
open when not wanted, by means of the spring
H on the end of the handle ¢, the head of
which spring fits into a groove, &, in the end
of the handle ¢’.

The operation of the implement will be best
understood by reference to Fig. 3. In that
figure there are opposing wires K and K/, the
ends & and &’ of which overlap, so that they
can be twisted upon the adjacent wires. The
center of the splice is held tightly in a suit-
able vise so as to prevent it from turning.
The cam-lever Eon the head of the implement
is thrown back so as to velease the movable
Jaw U of the head and allow hoth jaws to be
fitted over the body of the wire—say of K.
The cam-lever is then thrown forward so as
to close the jaws, to prevent the wire from
coming outof the circular seat formed in the
faces of the jaws, and to properly hold the
implement upon the wire in any position,
either hanging or otherwise; but the jaws do
not grip the wire, merely confining it, there
being no pressure upon it whatever, as it is
intended to act simply as a journal about
which the implement may revolve. When in
this position on the wire K, it will be seen
that the end L’ of the opposing wire (which
said end has been bent outwardly) lies within
the grooved face of the adjacent guide-flange
I on the side of the head of the implement.
The wire being held by the vise, as deseribed,
and the end &’ lying in the flange, the imple-
ment is now revolved about the wire K as a
center, whereby the guide-flange forces the
end k&’ around with it and causes it to twist
neatly and tightly npon the wire K. Asmany
turns may be taken as is necessary, and the
end may then be clipped off, if desired, by
setting it in the transverse grecove a? on the
stock and eclipping it off with the cutter G.
The other end of the wire is treated in a simi-
lar manner.
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The whole_operation may be neatly and
quickly done, and by having a flange on each
side of the head the implement may be con-
veniently used on both sides of the splice and
in every position. )

Having thus deseribed my invention, what I
claim as new, and desive to secure by Lefters
Patent, is—

1. A wire-splicing implement consisting of
a stock having a head with a fixed jaw and a
movable jaw hinged to the fixed jaw, said
jaws having grooved faces whereby the head
of the implement may turn upon the wire, and
laterally-extending flanges adapted to Dbear
against the free end of the opposing wire, and
to twist said wire around the wire upon which
the implement turns, substantially as herein
described.

2. A wire-splicing implement consisting of
astock having a fixed jaw and amovable jaw
hinged to the fixed jaw, the said jaws being
each provided with a grooved face for one
of the wires and.with outwardly-projecting
curved flanges for engaging the free end of
the opposing wire, substantially as herein de-
seribed.

3. A wire-splicing implement consisting of
a stock having a head with a fixed jaw and a
movable jaw hinged to the fixed jaw, said
jaws having a semicireular opposing groove
in their faces, whereby the head of the im-
plement may be fitted upon the wire which
serves as a journal about which the implement
may turn, and a fixed flange projecting ouf-
wardly from one side of each head for bear-
ing against the free end of the opposing wire
and forcing it to twist around the wire upon
which the implement is pivoted, substantially
as herein described.

4. A wire-splicing implement consisting of
a stock having a head with a fixed jaw and a
movable jaw hinged thereto, whereby the head
of the implement may be pivoted upon the

wire, and ctirved flanges on the sides of tlie
head for bearing against the free end of the
opposing wire and forcing it to twist about
the wire upon which the implement is piv-
oted, substantially as herein described.

5. A wire-splicing implement consisting of
a stock having a head with a fixed jawand a
movable jaw hinged to the fixed jaw, whereby
the head of the implement may be pivoted
upon the wire, a cam or eccentric lever act-
ing against the movable jaw to hold it against
the fixed jaw, and curved flanges on the sides
of the head for bearing against the free end
of the opposing wire and causing it to twist
around the wire on which the head is pivoted,
substantially as herein deseribed.

6. A wire-splicing implement consisting of
a stock having a head with a fixed grooved
jaw and a Tug or ear extending from its face,
a movable grooved jaw hinged to the fixed
jaw and guided upon the lug or ear, a spring
for holding the movable jaw back, a cam or
eccentric lever pivoted upon the lug or ear of
the fixed jaw and operating against the back
of the movable jaw to force it up to the fixed
jaw, and the curved grooved side flanges on
the jaivs, substantially as herein deseribed,

7. A ecombined wire splicer and cutter con-
sisting of astock having a handle and a head
with a fixed and a movable jaw, whereby the
head may be pivoted on the wire,and curved
flanges upon the sides of the head for twist-
ing the end of the opposing wire, and the cut-
ting-blade pivoted in the stock and having a
handle opposing the handie of the stock, sub-
stantially as herein described.

In witness whereof I have hercunto set my
hand.

ITENRY VORDER WULBECKE.
Witnesses:
S. H. NOURSE,
H. C. LEE. )
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