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To all whom 1t may concern:

Be it known that I, JAcoB RING, of Cincin-
nati, Hamilton county, Ohio, have invented a
new and useful Improvement in Hats, of

5 which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to a constranction of
hat or bonnet whose brim is rendered capable
of yielding readily to any disturbance of its
original shape, and of instantly and com-

10 pletely resmining its shape when liberated by
a piece of spiral spring-wire, (preferably cov-
ered,) which is secured in the substance or the
hemmed or bonnd brim margin, in the manner
hereinafter described. :

15 Intheaccompanying drawings, Figure 1rep-
resents a hat embodying that form of my in-
vention in which the wire is inserted in the
brim margin in the uncovered condition, a por-
tion of one end of the wire Leing detached

20 and portions of the inclosing sheath or hem
being omitted. Fig. 2 similarly represents
that form of my invention in which the spiral
spring-wire is incased in a sheath or wrapper
before insertion in the brim. Tig. 3 repre-

25 sents a flange-brim hat provided with my im-
provement.

A represents a piece of steel, brass, or other

metallic spring-wire to which a spiral form

has Leen given. Soch spiral spring-wire, hav-
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ing been tacked to the brim B at or nearits 3o
margin, is retained in place and at the same
time hidden from view and protected from in-
jury by a hem, C, either of the same material
as that of the brim itself or of any different
material. My preferred mode is to cover the 3g
spiral spring (before stitechingit within thehem
of the hat) with a protecting-sheath. ¢/, of pa-
per, water-proof or otherwise, or oil-silk, or
celluloid, orrubber tubing, or any other suita-
ble material. The said inclosing -sheath is 40
very beneficial in protecting the material of
the hat from wear aud rust, and completely
obscuring the spring without detracting from
its resilient qualities., The desired soft feel-
ing and flexibility of the margin of the brim 45
are thus preserved and its durability greatly
enhanced.

I claim as o new article of manufacture—

A flexible hat or bonnet to whose margin
is secared a spiral wire spring, A, protected 5o
by a coneealing sheath or hem, substantially
as set forth.

In testimouny of which invention I hereanto
set my hand. :

JACOB RING.
Attest:
Gro. H. KNIGHT,
JOHN HECKLE.



