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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

DAVID FRANKLIN YOUNGBLOCD, OF SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS.

JAIL,

1,065,422,

Specification of Letters Patent.

PatentedJune 24,1913,

Application filed September 18, 1911. Serial No. 650,014,

To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, Davip F. Youne-
BLOOD, a citizen of the United States, resid-

ing at San Antonio, in the county of Bexar |

and State of Texas, have invented a new
and useful Jail, of which the following is a
specification.

The invention relates to improvements in
jails.

The object of the present invention is to
improve the construction of jails, and to
eliminate individual cells or compartments
and to provide a simple and efficient jail
structure, equipped with means for enabling
the bunks or hammocks for the accommoda-
tion of the prisoners to be raised and low-
ered to arrange them for use at night and to
enable them to be secured out of the way
so that the entire floor space of the jail may
be utilized in the day time for the exercise
of the prisoners.

A further object of the invention is to
provide a sanitary jail, adapted to increase
the healthfulness of the occupants, and ca-
pable of -eliminating dark corners and of
thereby preventing the prisoners from con-
céaling or secreting tools, weapons, and
other articles, whereby prisoners may be con-
fined with greater security and attempts to
escape more readily discovered.

With these and other objects in view, the
invention consists in the construction and
novel combination of parts hereinafter fully
described, illustrated in the accompanying
drawings, and pointed out in the claims
hereto appended; it being understood that
various changes in the form, proportion,
size and minor details of construction, with-
in the scope of the claims, may be resorted
to without departing from the spirit or sac-
rificing any of the advantages of the inven-
tion.

In the drawings:—¥Figurelis a horizontal
sectional view of a jail, constructed in ac-
cordance with this invention. Fig. 2 is a
longitudinal sectional view on the line 2—2
of Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a transverse sectional
view on the line 3—38 of Fig. 2. Fig. 4 is
an enlarged detail view, illustrating the con-
struction for securing the hammock or bunk
supporting bars in their adjustment. Fig.
5 is a horizontal sectional view on the line
5—5 of Fig. 4. Fig. 6 is a detail sectional
view on the line 6—6 of Fig. 1. Fig. Tisa
similar view on the line 7—7 of Fig. 4.

Like numerals of reference designate cor-

| responding parts in all the figures of the

drawings.

In the accompanying drawings in which
1s illustrated the preferred embodiment of
the invention, the jail comprises in its con-
struction a floor 1, walls 2, 8 and 4, and a
top or roof 5. The floor is constructed of
steel, or other suitable material, #nd the
walls preferably consist of steel grating or
steel grating and plates, while the top or
roof may be constrncted of steel plates or
other suitable material. The jail is equipped
at the front wall with a safety cage or ves-
tibule 6, preferably constructed of steel grat-
ing and compoesed of side walls 7 and a con-
necting transverse wall 8. The side walls
extend inwardly from the front wall 3 and
also from the floor to the top or ceiling, and
they are located at opposite sides of a front
outer door 9. The inner transverse wall
also extends from the floor to the ceiling,
and it is provided with an inner door 10,
opening into the cage or vestibule. These
doors are designed to be equipped with any
suitable locking mechanism, and are prefer-
ably operable from the exterior of the jail.
The safety vestibule.or cage not only affords
a clear view of the interior of the jail and
enables the same to be inspected with per-
fect safety, but it also affords safe means
for handling prisoners, as a prisoner may
be introduced into the safety vestibule or
cage and the outer door locked before un-
locking the inner door, and by this construc-
tion, the prisoners are held under lock and
key at all times.

The jail is equipped with series of verti-
cal beams or columns 11, extending from
the top or roof to the floor and suitably se-
cured at their ends to the same. These eol-
umns, which are arranged in pairs, prefer-
ably consist of I-beams, each being com-
posed of flanges and a central connecting
web, as clearly shown in Fig. 5 of the draw-
ings. The pairs of beams or columns form
guides for horizontal supporting bars 12,
extending across the. spaces between the
members of each pair of beams and arranged
in parallelism with. the adjacent wall and
preferably consisting of T-beams, as clearly
illustrated in Figs. 6 and 7 of the draw-
ings. The supporting bars, which are com-
posed of horizontal bottom flanges and ver-
tical webs, are equipped at their ends with
plates 13, having hook-shaped terminals 14
forming inner grooves 15 and slidably re-
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ceiving the projecting flanges of the guide
beams or columns. The shanks or attach-
ing portions of the plates 13 are arranged
at opposite sides of the webs of the sup-
porting bars and are secured to the same
by transverse rivets 16, which pierce the
Dlates 13 and the said webs and rtigidly se-
cure the plates to the supporting bars.
When the om)osite hoep-shaped plates are
slidably interlocked with the columns, they
maintain the suppmtmo bars in a horizontal
position and form a permanent union and
effectually prevent the same from being re-
moved from the guide columns.

The supporting l);nx arve equipped at each
end with a locking device consisting of a
bolt 17, actuated by a coiled spring 18 and
adapted to engage upper and lower pas-
sages or recesses 19 in the guide columns.
The bolt 17 is preferably composed of an
engaging head and a stem 20, mounted in
openings 21 and 22 of lugs or ears 23 and
24 of a plate 25. The plate 25 is secured by
rivets 26, or other suitable fastening devices
to the lower faces of the bottom flanges of
the supporting bars, and the coiled spring
is interposed between the head or engaging
portion of the bolt and the inner or rear
lug or ear 21. The inner or rear end of the
bolt is equipped with an operating handle
27 by means of which the bolt is withdrawn
against the action of the coiled spring
When the bolts are withdrawn the support-
ing bars may be raised or lowered, and the
springs will automatically carry the bolts
inte engagement with the recesses or sockets
of the guide columns.

The supporting bars 12 are provided in
their hottem flanges with slofs 28, adapted
to receive hooks 29 of hammocks or bunks
30, located at one end of the said hammocks
or bunks. which are provided at the other
end with hooks 31 for engaging the slots 32
of the brackets 33, or othe1 suitable sup-
ports.  The brackets arve designed to be
mounted on the upper and lower portions of
the walls opposite the slots of the support-
ing bars, and when the supporting bars are

raised to thel‘ elevated position, the hooks
31 of the hammocks or bunks may be en-

gaged with the upper supports or brackets
33. This will support the bunks or brackets

out of the way and they will enable the
enure ficor space to be utilized for exercis-
ing the prisoners. Also by emploving a
single inclosure instead of separate indi-
vidual cells, dark corners are eliminated and
the concealing of tools and weapons is to a
great extent prevented. This also enables
the jail to be maintained in a more sanitary
and healthful condition.

Any suitable operating mechanism may
be ewmployed, if desired, for raising and
lowering the suppouino bars.

The }ful is designed to be equipped with
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toilet appliances 34 and 35 with which or-
dinary jails are provided. Suitable lockers
36 may also be provided, and they are pref-
erably suspended from the top or roof at
the spaces between the bunks or hammocks
30, but they may be arranged at any other
desired point and may be constructed and
supported 1n any preferred manner.

Having thus fully described my invention,
what T claim as new and desire fo secure by
Totters Patent, is:—

1. In combination with one of the rooms
of a jail, bunks, spc\ced vertical fixed guid-
ing columns th“ndm_s), trom the floor to the
ceiling and arranged in pairs in spaced re-
lation with the walls of the room, horvizon-
tal supporting bars extending across the
gpace bebween the members of each pair of
0{:1(11110 columns, means for connecting the
bars to the columns to provide a slidable in-
terlocking cennection as well as a perma-
nent union between the said bars and col-
umns, said bars being movable upwardly
and downwardl ly f\lono the columns, means
for connecting the bunks with the support-
ing bars and with the adjacent wall at the
upper and lower portions thereof, and means
for locking the supporting bars against slid-
ing movement.

2. Tn combination with one of the rooms
of a jail, bunks, spaced vertical fixed guid-
ing columns extending from the floor to the
ceiling and arranged In pairs in spaced re-
lation with the walls of the room, herizontal
supporting bars extending across the space
between the members of each pair of guid-
ing columns, means for connecting the bars
to the columns to provide a slidable inter-
lecking connection as Wen as o permanent
union between the said bars and columns,
fixed supports permanently mounted on the
said walls and adapted to support the bunks
at ene end thereof, means for connecting the
other ends of the bunks to the supporting
bars, the latter being adapted to be raised
and lowered on the columns, and means for
leeking the supporting bars against sliding
movement.

3. In combination with one of the rooms
of a jail, bunks, spaced vertieal fixed guiding
columns exteh\hng from the floor “to the
ceiling and arranged in pairs in spaced re-
laticn with the walls of the room, upper and
lower supporting brackets permanently
mounted on the walls of the room and adapt-
ed to support the bunks at one end of the
same, horizontal supporting bars extending
2CToSs ’rhe sp‘lce between the members of
e‘mch pair of guiding columns, means for
connecting the bars to the columns to pro-
vide a slidable interlocking connection as
well as a permanent union between the said
bars and columns, means for connecting the
other ends of the bunks to the supportmo
bars, said supporting bars being adapted to
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be raised and lowered on the columms to
arrange the bunks opposite the lower brack-
ets for use or to elevate the bunks so as to
connect them with the upper brackets, and
means for securing the supporting bars
against sliding movement.

4. In combination with one of the rooms
of a jail, bunks, spaced vertical fixed guid-
ing columns arranged in pairs in spaced re-
lation with the walls and extending from
the floor to the ceiling, upper and lower
fixed supports permanently mounted on the
walls of the rcom for supporting the bunks
at one end thereof, horizontal supporting
bars provided at their ends with plates hav-
ing approximately hook-shaped portions
and engaging the guiding columns and slid-
ably interlocking the supporting bars with
the same and forming a permanent union
between the said bars and columns, said
horizontal bars being provided with means
for supporting the other ends of the bunks
and being adapted to be raised and lowered
on the columns, and means carried by the
supporting bars for locking the same against
sliding movement.

5. In combination with one of the rooms
of a jail, bunks, spaced vertical I-beams
forming guiding columns and extending
from the floor to the ceiling and arranged
in spaced relation with the walls of the
room, fixed supports permanently mounted
on the walls of the room and adapted to sup-
port the bunks at one end thereof, horizon-
tal supporting bars provided at their ends
with plates arranged in pairs and having
coacting approximately hook-shaped por-

tions engaging the opposite flanges of the

said beams and slidably interlocking the
horizontal bars with the same, said horizon-
tal bars being provided with means for sup-
porting the other ends of the bunks and
adapted to be raised and lowered, and
means for securing the horizontal support-
ing bars against sliding movement.

6. In combination with one of the rooms

3

of a jail, bunks, spaced vertical guiding col-
umns arranged in pairs in spaced relation
with the walls of the room and extending
from the floor to the ceiling, fixed supports
mounted on the walls of the room and
adapted to support the bunks at one end
thereof, horizontal supporting bars extend-
ing across the space between the members
of each pair of columns, means for connect-
ing the bars to the columuns to provide a
slidable interlocking connection as well as
a permanent union between the said bars
and columns, said bars being provided with
means for supporting the other ends of the
bunks and adapted to be raised and lowered,
plates secured to the lower faces of the hori-
zontal supporting bars and provided with
lugs, and spring actuated bolts mounted in
the lugs and arranged to support the guid-
ing columns for locking the said bars
against sliding movement. .

7. In combination with one of the rooms
of a jail, spaced vertical columns arranged
in pairs and extending from the floor to the
ceiling of the room, horizontal bars extend-
ing across the space between the columns,
means for connecting the bars to the col-
umns to provide a slidable interlocking con-
nection as well as a permanent union be-
tween the said bars and columns, said bars
being provided with bunk supporting
means and adapted to be raised and low-
ered along the columns, plates secured to
the supporting bars and provided with lugs,
and spring actuated bolts mounted in the
lugs and adapted to engage the guiding col-
umns for locking the supporting bars
against sliding movement.

In testimony, that I claim the foregoing
as my own, [ have hereto affixed my signa-
ture in the presence of two witnesses.

DAVID FRANELIN YOUNGBLOOD.

Witnesses:
W. M. CorNETT,
W. M. MaTTHEWS.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patehts,
Washington, D. C.”
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