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COMBINED TABLE AND CARRYING CASE 
Montgomery H. Johnson, Provincetown, Mass. 
Application April 21, 1933, serial No. 667,218 

9. Claims. 

This invention relates to a combined table and 
carrying case, and has for its object to provide 
a table of novel construction, the component 
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parts, of which may be dismantled and reas 
Sembled in a manner to constitute a convenient 
carrying case. 
... Another object of the invention is to provide 
a novel combination of disconnected elements 
which may be easily and quickly assembled to 
constitute either a table or a carrying case. 
The invention consists in a combined table and 

carrying case asset forth in the following specifi 
cation and particularly as pointed out in the 
claims thereof. : : ". . 

Referring to the drawings:- 
Fig. 1 represents a side elevation of a table 

embodying my invention. . 
Fig. 2 is an end view of the table. , 
Fig. 3 is a perspective view illustrating the com 

ponent parts of the table assembled to form a 
carrying case. . . . 

Fig. 4 is an enlarged detail transverse section 
taken on the line 4-4. Of Fig. 3. : 

Fig. 5 is an enlarged detail horizontal Section 
taken on the line 5-5 of Fig. 3. 
Fig.6 is an enlarged detail vertical section 

taken on the line 6-6 of Fig. 1. - 
Fig. 7 is an enlarged detail horizontal Section 

taken on the line 7-7 of Fig. 2. 
Fig. 8 is an enlarged side elevation of a handle 

for the carrying case, 
Fig. 9 is: 'a sectional elevation illustrating a 

modified embodiment of my invention, portions 
thereof being broken away to save space in the 
drawings. . . . . J - - - - ...' . . . . . . 

iFig. 10 is another sectional elevation of the 
structure disclosed in Fig. 9 also broken away to 
save space in the drawings. . . . . . . . . 

Fig.11 is a plan illustrating the table struc 
ture disclosed in Figs. 9 and 10 assembled to form 
a carrying case. , . . . . . . . .''. 'i' 

Fig. 12 is an end view of the carrying case. . . . 
: Fig. 13 is a 'sectional elevation: taken on the 
line 13 -13 of Fig. 12, looking in the direction 
of the arrows on said line. It : Fig. 14 is a perspective view of one of the mem 
bers upon which the shelf is supported. 
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Like numerals refer to like parts throughout 
the several views of the drawings.: - 
In the drawings, A and B represent: the top 

and shelf members respectively of a table, and 10 
represents, legs by means of which the top and 
shelf are supported and Spaced one above an 
other. The top A and shelf B are similar in con 
struction except for slight minor details here 

(C.190-12) 

inafter described and embody therein a top plate 
11, opposite side walls 12 and opposite end walls 
13, said walls being parmanently secured in any 
Suitable manner to the under side of the top 
plate 11. The legs 10 are the exact length of 
the side walls 12 and top plate 11 and the height 
of the end walls 13 exceeds the height of the 
Side walls 12 by an amount which is equal to the 
width of the legs 10 while the thickness of the 
legs 10 is the same as the thickness of the side 
walls. 12. 
The legs 10, are detachably secured at their 

upper ends to the inner side of the table top. A 
by means of bolts 14 which extend through the 
side walls 12 and legs 10 and the legs are clamped 
against the inner Surfaces of the side Walls i2 by 
means of suitable nuts 15 which are embedded in 
the legs 10. The shelf B is secured to the legs 
10 at intermediate points thereon by means of 
bolts 16, said legs being securely clamped against 
the outer surfaces of the side Walls 12. In Secur 
ing the legs 10 to the shelf B the bolts 16 are 
inserted through the legs 10 and side walls 12 
and engage nuts 17 which are embedded in re 
cesses 18 provided upon the inner side of the side 
walls. The nuts 17 are permanently Secured in 
the recesses 18 and are also non-rotatable therein. 
When it is desired to transport the table from 

place to place, or to utilize the component parts 
thereof, as a carrying case, the bolts 14 and 16 
are removed and the members A and B are po 
sitioned as illustrated in Fig. 3 with the end walls 
13 abutting together edge to edge. The leg men 
bers 10 are then placed in the Spaces between the 
opposite edgeportions of the side walls 12. When 
in position, two leg members positioned together 
edge to edge will entirely fill the Space which 
exists between the edges of the opposite side 
walls. 
The top A. and shelf B, together with the legs 

10, are all securely clamped together to complete 
the carrying case by means of a plurality of bolts 
19, certain of which extend through openings 
provided therefor in the top plate 11 of the shelf 
B and through the end walls 13 of both the shelf 
B and top A, see Fig. 5. Each bolt 19 finally en 
gages a nut 20 which is embedded in the edge por 
tion of the side and end walls which abuts against 
the under surface of the top plate 11 of the top 
A, said nut being non-rotatably mounted in Said 
recess. The nuts 20 are placed in their respective 
recesses 21 before the side and end walls are se 
cured to the top plate 11 of the table top A. The 
bolts 19 not only clamp the top A and shelf B 
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2. 
firmly together, but certain of Said bolts also hold 
the legs 10 firmly secured in the Space between 
the opposite edges of the side walls 12, said bolts 
extending through the top plate 11 of the shelf 
B, through the side walls 12 and through holes 22 
provided therefor in the legs 10, finally engaging 
the nuts 20, see Fig. 4. One of the bolts 19, fur 
thermore, is utilized as a means for Securing a 
handle 23 to the carrying case. This handle 23 
has a thin T-shaped metal member 24 Secured 
thereto which is interposed between two of the 
leg inenbers 10 When they are being placed in 
position to complete the Wall of the carrying case 
and this member is provided with a bottom flange 
25 which engages the under Surface of these legs 
10. The bolt 19 passes through a hole 26 pro 
vided in the member 24 and thereby holds the 
handle firmly in position, see Fig. 4. 
The various parts that comprise this inven 

tion may be easily and quickly assembled to con 
Stitute either a table or a carrying case. When 
assembled as a table a simple, rugged structure is 
provided having a convenient shelf embodied 
therein of the same area, as the top, and the ca 

25 

4. 5 

taole. 

pacity of the table therefore is doubled. The 
shelf, furthermore, acts to brace the legs 10. 
When it is desired to transport the table from 

one place to another the table may be dismantled 
and the parts reassembled to form a carrying case 
and at Such times this case inay be utilized for 
the purpose of packing Supplies which may be 
inserted through the Space at the top of the case, 
which is finally closed by two of the legs 10 of the 

By embedding the nuts 20 in complemen 
tary recesses in the side and end walls, these nuts 
are always located in position to receive the bolts 
9 and there is no danger of their ever being niS 

placed. The bolts 19, furthermore, form a very 
... convenient means for securing the members A 
40 and B together and at the Sane time Securing 

the legS 10 in the Spaces between the Opposite 
edges of the side Walls. 
In Figs. 9 to 14 inclusive I have illustrated a 

modified embodiment of my invention in Which 
C and D represent the top and shelf members 
respectively of another form of combination table 
and carrying case embodying my invention and 
30 represents legs, by means of which the top 
and shelf are supported and spaced one above 
another. The top C and shelf D are similar in 
construction except for slight minor details here 
inafter described and embody therein a top plate 
31, opposite side walls 32 and opposite end walls 
33, said walls being permanently Secured in any 
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Suitable manner to the under side of the top plate 
3. The legs 30 are the length of the table top 
Or shelf less the thickness of the two end Walls 
and When these legs are aSSen bled to for in a car 
Irying case they fit into the table top and shelf be-, 
tWeen the end. Walls thereof. The height of the 
end Walls 33 exceeds the height of the Side walls 
32 by an amount which is equal to the width of the 
legs 30 while the thickness of the legs 30 is the 
same as the thickness of the side walls 32. Me 

5 

tallic angle members 34 are provided at the cor 
ners of the Side and end walls. 
Located beneath the top C in the corners, at 

the intersection of the side and end walls, are 
blocks 35, each having an opening 36 provided 
therein constituting a socket, and the legs 30 are 
detachably Secured at their upper ends to the 
table top C by being inserted in said openings. 
When the legs 30 are correctly positioned in the 
openings 36 they are locked securely in position 
by means of a pin or screw 37, the head of which 

1978,310 
projects into a recess 38 provided in an edge of 
the leg, see Fig. 9. 
Secured to the inner side of each leg 30 at an 

intermediate point thereon is a supporting mem 
ber 39 provided with a groove 40 in its upper Sur 
face and upwardly projecting portions 41 at the 
Outer end thereof upon opposite sides of the 
grOOWe 40. The shelf D rests upon these Support 
ing members 39 with the end walls 33 resting in 
the grooves 40. A stay 42 is provided at each 
corner portion of the shelf D and the lower ex 
tremity of each stay rests against the top surface 
of the Supporting member 39 at the rear of One 
Of the projections 41. A strap 43 is fastened to 
the inner surface of two of the legs 30, and a bar 
44 pivotally attached at 45 to the top C is adapted 
to be inserted through these straps and also 
through an opening provided therefor in a han 
dle 46, thereby securing said handle between the 
adjacent surfaces of said legs in exactly the same 
manner as is the handle 23 previously described. 

It is evident that if it is so desired, the bar 44 
may be permanently attached to the handle 46 
instead of being pivotally attached to the top 
member C, in which event the opposite end por 
tions of the bar will also be inserted through the 
Straps 43 as previously described. Clamps 47, 
members of which are secured to both the top and 
Shelf, are provided for the purpose of Securing 
these members together when they are positioned 
to form the carrying case. 
The Various parts illustrated in Figs. 9 to 14 

inclusive may be easily and quickly assembled 
to constitute either a table or carrying case in 
practically the same manner as are the parts 
illustrated in Figs. 1 to 8 inclusive, the differences 
between the two structures consisting principally 
in the Specific fastening means that are utilized 
in Securing the parts together. 

I claim: 
1. A combination table and carrying case com 

prising, in combination, a table top, a shelf posi 
tioned therebeneath, said table top and shelf 
being Similar in construction and each having 
side and end walls embodied therein, and a plu 
rality of legs Supporting said top and shelf and 
Spacing the Same apart, said legs being detach 
ably Secured at their upper ends to the inner 
Side of the table top and said shelf being mounted 
upon the inner side of said legs at intermediate 
points thereof. 

2. A combination table and carrying case com 
prising, in combination, a table top, a shelf posi 
tioned therebeneath, said table top and shelf 
being Similar in construction and adapted to 
Constitute the opposite side portions of a car 
rying case, and a plurality of legs for said top 
detachably secured thereto while constituting 
Supports therefor and Said shelf being detach 
ably mounted upon and confined between said 
legs, the latter also being adapted to be aligned 
edge to edge With Side portions of said top and 
Shelf and close an opening therebetween and 
complete the walls of the carrying case when 
assembled to function as such. - 

3. A combination table and carrying case com 
prising, in combination, a table top, a shelf posi 
tioned therebeneath, said table top and shelf 
being Similar in construction and each having 
side and end walls embodied therein adapted to 
Constitute the opposite side portions of a car 
rying case, and a plurality of legs of a length 
approximating that of the top and shelf and 
detachably secured to said table top while con 
stituting supports therefor, said shelf being 
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1,978,310 
mounted upon the inner side of said legs at in 
termediate points thereof and said legs also 
being adapted to align edge to edge with the 
side Walls of Said top and shelf to complete 
the walls of the carrying case when assembled 
to function as such. 

4. A combination table and carrying case com 
prising, in combination, a table top, a shelf posi 
tioned therebeneath, said table top and shelf 
being similar in construction and having a top 
plate, opposite side walls and opposite end walls 
embodied therein, the end walls being of greater 
height than the side Walls, and a plurality of legs 
of a length approximating that of the top and 
shelf and detachably secured to said top while 
constituting Supports therefor, the width of each 
leg being equal to the difference between the 
height of the end and side walls, whereby said 
legs Will fit the Openings in Said Side Walls When 
the parts are assembled to function as a carrying 
CaSe. 

5. A combination table and carrying case con 
prising, in combination, a table top, a shelf posi 
tioned therebeneath, said table top and shelf 
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being similar in construction and each having 
side and end walls embodied therein adapted to 
constitute the opposite side portions of a car 
rying case, a plurality of legs of a length ap 
proximating that of the top and shelf and de 
tachably secured to said top while constituting 
supports therefor, said shelf being adapted to rest 
upon said legs at an intermediate point thereon 
and means to simultaneously clamp the top and 
shelf together with the legs interposed therebe 
tween, thereby completing the walls of the car 
lying case when the parts are assembled to func 
tion as Such. 

6. A combination table and carrying case com 
prising, in combination, a table top, a shelf posi 
tioned therebeneath, said table top and shelf 
being similar in construction and each having 
side and end walls embodied therein adapted to 
constitute the opposite side portions of a car 
rying case, a plurality of legs of a length equal to 
that of the top and shelf and detachably Secured 
to said top while constituting supports therefor, 
said shell being mounted upon the inner Side 
of said legs, a handle, and means to simultane 
ously secure the top, shelf, leg members and 
handle together to complete the carrying case 
when said parts are assembled to function as 
Such. 

7. A combination table and carrying case com 
prising, in combination, a table top, a shelf posi 
tioned therebeneath, said table top and shelf being 
similar in construction and each having side and 

3 
end Walls embodied therein adapted to constitute 
the opposite side portions of a carrying case and 
Said top having SOcketS provided therein, means 
to clamp the top and shelf together when form 
ing the carrying case, and a plurality of legs 
for the top and shelf detachably secured to said 
top Within said sockets, said shelf being supported 
at an intermediate point upon the legs, said legs 
also being adapted to be inserted in openings 
provided between the side Walls of the top and 
shelf and co-operate therewith to form the Walls 
of the carrying case when assembled to func 
tion as such. 

8. A combination table and carrying case com 
prising, in combination, a table top, a shelf posi 
tioned therebeneath, said table top and shelf 
being similar in construction and each having 
side and end walls embodied therein adapted to 
Constitute the opposite side portions of a carrying 
case and Said top having Sockets provided there 
in, means to clamp the top and shelf together 
When forming the carrying case, a plurality of 
legs for the top and shelf detachably Secured 
to said top within said sockets, and a Supporting 
member fast to each leg at an intermediate point 100 
thereon and provided with a groove therein, said 
shelf being supported upon said members and 
positioned within the grooves thereof, the legs 
also being adapted to be inserted in openings 
provided between the side Walls of the top and 105 
shelf and co-operate therewith to form the walls 
of the carrying case when assembled to function 
as Such. 

9. A combination table and carrying case corn 
prising, in combination, a table top, a shelf posi- 110 
tioned therebeneath, said table top and shelf 
being similar in construction and each having 
side and end walls embodied therewith adapted 
to constitute the opposite side portions of a car 
rying case and said top having sockets provided 15 
therein, means to clamp the top and shelf to 
gether when forming the carrying case, a plu 
rality of legs for the top and shelf detachably 
secured to said top within said sockets, said shelf 
being supported at an intermediate point upon 120 
the legs, said legs being adapted to be inserted 
in openings provided between the Side Walls of 
the top and shelf and co-operate therewith to 
form the walls of the carrying case when a S 
sembled to function as such, a strap fastened 25 
to certain of said legs, a handle, and a bar upon 
the inner side of the case adapted to be inserted 
through said straps and also interlocked with Said 
handle thereby fastening the latter to the case. 
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