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(57) Abstract

External preparation compositions containing diamide derivatives represented by the general formula (1): wherein R' represents
optionally hydroxylated and/or alkoxylated linear or branched C.,, hydrocarbyl; R? represents linear or branched divalent Cy.;, hydrocarbyl;
and R® represents linear or branched divalent Ci., hydrocarbyl. These diamide derivatives (1) essentially improve the water retention

function and barrier function of the horny layer, are excellent in blending properties and blending stability and can be produced efficiently
and economically.
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