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COSMETIC APPLICATOR

Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to the application of cosmetics, and more particularly,

to the use of a cosmetic applicator in the application of powdered and liquid

cosmetics.

Background to the Invention

Foundation often forms a basis of a user's cosmetic routine. Foundation is a product

that is normally used to cover a substantial part of a face of the user rather than

being limited to a particular feature of the user such as the eyes or the lips. Sufficient

care is required during the application of the foundation in order to achieve an overall

smooth, consistent and natural look. However, current modes of application may

make it difficult to achieve this desired look.

In order to correctly apply the foundation the user may be required to develop or

refine application techniques so that the foundation can be applied to the user's face

with a smooth finish. Typical foundation application techniques require the use of a

mirror which can make it difficult to correctly apply the foundation. Furthermore, it

can happen that the user is rushed when applying makeup to the face of the user.

This could lead to the foundation being poorly applied.

Also, tools such as brushes presently on the market often do little to accommodate

deficiencies in the technique of the user, for example when the user is first starting

out to use foundation, while assisting the user to correctly apply the foundation.

Although the user does have the option of seeking the assistance of a specialist such

as a beautician, often such help can be costly and time consuming, particularly

where the user requires application on a frequent basis.

Furthermore, the tools presently on the market may have a particular design which

may require the application of cosmetics in a particular way to achieve a certain

finish. The operation of the tools might be difficult to master as often is the case for

new users of cosmetics. Sometimes cosmetic users apply foundation using fingers

and hands. This can be unhygienic and could lead to the contamination of the

foundation product still contained in the foundation bottle. The use of fingers can

also create a mess during application as it is highly likely for the user to smear a

residue of the foundation left behind after application on other articles of the user, for



example a handbag. However, and most importantly, a finger often lacks the ability

to achieve a desired effect with a clean, neat and consistent finished rather than a

blotchy or messy look.

A further application technique is the use of a foundation brush. Such brushes,

though assisting in reaching the corners of the nose, could result in the foundation

being applied with one or more streak marks along the face of the user. In such

instances, the user may be required to combine multiple techniques in order to

remove the streak marks and to achieve the desired effect. Using multiple

techniques and therefore multiple applicators can be costly as typically the user is

required to purchase different brushes and/or sponges. Furthermore, the use of

multiple applicators can be time consuming.

Applying a liquid foundation with a brush can be quite difficult since liquid foundations

often dry fairly quickly on a user's skin making it difficult to create a consistent look.

Powder foundations are often applied with a brush. During application powder

particles of the foundation is deposited from the brush onto the skin of the user. It

could be difficult to achieve a consistent look as already deposited foundation

particles can easily be moved by a misplaced brushstroke. As result the user may be

required to re-brush some same areas of the face of the user in order to create the

desired look. This could result in the application of a powder foundation to take a

considerable amount of time. Furthermore, it may be required that the brushes are

washed to ensure that the brush has the correct consistency and is kept hygienically

clean. This problem may be compounded when different colours of blushes and

foundations are used. As a result brushes can be required to be even more

frequently washed or aired.

These issues similarly arise with the application of blushes. The difficulty is to ensure

that both the user's cheekbones are highlighted in the same manner and are

consistent in look. It can be difficult to achieve a consistent look with a blush brush

as the desired application relies on the user's skill and equipment. When an error is

made in the application of blushes, the user may be required to apply more and more

blush in order to create an even look which often results in an undesired effect and

the wastage of blush.

Sometimes the user requires the use of two different colours of cosmetics during the

application of makeup. Often the user must then apply the two separate colours in



two separate application techniques which can be time consuming and difficult for an

unskilled user to achieve a desired look.

It can also happen that some of the makeup is unnecessarily wasted as the user may

not be able to access all of the makeup in a container so that not all of the cosmetic

preparation is capable of being effectively removed from its packaging. For example,

the user may not be able to squeeze all of a liquid foundation out of the foundation

container.

Summary of the Invention

It is an aim of the present invention to provide an improved application of cosmetics

through the use of a cosmetic applicator to overcome or ameliorate at least one of

the above mentioned disadvantages of the prior art.

According to one aspect, the present invention provides a cosmetic applicator and a

method of using the same.

The invention provides for a cosmetic applicator providing, in one form for the

application of powdered foundation and/or blush, the cosmetic applicator including a

body which includes a material surface, a handle portion, a body portion which

carries the material surface, and a cosmetic preparation; whereby the cosmetic

preparation is retained on an internal surface of the body portion with the assistance

of electrostatic attraction between the internal surface and the cosmetic preparation.

In this embodiment, the material surface is a flexible sheet to allow the smooth

application of a cosmetic preparation along the contours of the face.

The material surface can be a sponge like material to allow the cosmetic preparation

to be stored in the pores of the sponge until use.

A further feature of this embodiment is that the cosmetic preparation can be

transferred onto a user's skin through a wiping pass.

The invention provides for a cosmetics application providing, in one form, for the

application of liquid foundation and/or blush, the cosmetic applicator including a body

which includes a material surface providing a handle portion, a body portion, and a

cosmetics preparation; whereby the cosmetic preparation is retained in a capsule on

the body portion so that the cosmetic preparation is capable of being released once

the capsule is punctured.



In this embodiment, the material surface is a sponge pad to which the capsule is

attached.

In a further embodiment, the liquid capsule can be placed on top of the material

surface.

The invention provides a method of applying a cosmetic preparation to a skin surface

from a cosmetic applicator which also carries the cosmetic preparation prior to use,

the method including the step of:

1. transferring the cosmetic preparation from an applicator surface of the

cosmetic applicator to the skin surface in a single wiping pass of the cosmetic

preparation across the skin surface using only the cosmetic preparation of the

cosmetic applicator.

The invention provides a second method of applying a cosmetic preparation to a skin

surface from a cosmetic applicator which also carries the cosmetic preparation prior

to use in a capsule, the method including the steps of:

. rupturing the capsule;

2. applying pressure to the capsule thereby releasing the cosmetic

preparation onto an applicator surface;

3. transferring the cosmetic preparation from the applicator surface to the

skin surface in a single wiping pass of the cosmetic preparation across the

skin surface;

4. squeezing the capsule during the wiping pass to provide a release of the

cosmetic preparation of the desired amount.

The invention also provides a cosmetic applicator capable of applying in use a

cosmetic preparation to skin of a user; the applicator includes a body having at least

one retaining formation and including an applicator portion and a handle portion

which extends from the applicator portion; the cosmetic preparation is carried by the

at least one retaining formation; wherein in use the cosmetic preparation is capable

of being transferred from the retaining formation with the applicator portion to the skin

of the user.



The at least one retaining formation may be in the form of a cavity which may include

an internal surface on which a powder cosmetic preparation is retained with the

assistance of electrostatic attraction between the internal surface and the cosmetic

preparation.

The at least one retaining formation or cavity may be formed into the applicator

portion to have a predetermined cross sectional profile thereby allowing the powder

cosmetic preparation to be placed into the at least one cavity so that the powder

cosmetic preparation is retained inside the at least one cavity through frictional

forces.

The body may include a plurality of cavities each of which extends at least partly into

the applicator portion so that during use the cosmetic preparation is transferred onto

the skin through a wiping pass over the skin.

The at least one cavity may define a capsule which includes a cap and which houses

a liquid cosmetic preparation; and wherein the liquid cosmetic preparation in use is

capable of being released from the capsule by removing the cap.

The capsule may be integrally formed with the handle portion and may be angled

relative to the handle portion so that a mouth of the capsule points towards the

applicator portion whereby in use the liquid cosmetic preparation is capable of being

deposited onto the applicator portion after the removal of the cap.

The applicator portion may be manufactured from a flexible sheet of material

including a sponge or woven material.

When the applicator portion is manufactured from a sponge material, the plurality of

cavities is in the form of pores of the sponge material thereby allowing the cosmetic

preparation to be stored inside the applicator portion.

The handle portion may further include at least one cavity which allows a further

cosmetic preparation to be carried by the handle portion. The handle portion may

include three cavities two of which hold and trap a cosmetic preparation in the form of

a colour pigment or toner with the remaining cavity holding a cosmetic preparation in

the form of a blush product.

Each of the cavities carried by the handle portion may include a cover which

conceals and protects the contents of the cavity.



Each of the cavities of the handle portion may have at least one socket formation

which extends into a base of the cavity thereby allowing part of the cosmetic

preparation to be stored inside the at least one socket formation.

The invention further provides a cosmetic applicator capable of applying in use a

cosmetic preparation to skin of a user; the applicator includes a body which includes

an applicator portion and a handle portion which extends from the applicator portion;

wherein the cosmetic preparation is carried by the applicator portion.

The cosmetic preparation may be applied in a number of layers to the applicator

portion. In one example of the invention, the cosmetic preparation includes at least

two layers one of which is a liquid layer and the other being a powder layer; and

wherein the liquid layer binds the powder layer onto the applicator portion. The liquid

layer may be first applied to the applicator portion whereafter the powder layer is

applied on top of the liquid layer thereby causing the powder layer to stick to the

applicator portion. The cosmetic preparation may further include a third layer in the

form of a liquid layer which is applied on top of the powder layer thereby to bind

particles of the powder layer together.

The cosmetic preparation may be cured. In one example of the invention, the

meshing of the powder layer between two liquid layers causes the cosmetic

preparation to cure.

The cosmetic preparation may be in the form of a foundation cosmetic. The first,

second and third layers may be in the form of foundation cosmetics. Alternatively,

the third layer may be a different cosmetic, for example, in the form of a moisturizer,

anti-wrinkle cream, or other non-foundation cosmetic.

The body may be manufactured from a flexible sheet of material which allows the

handle and applicator portions to be flexible while causing these portions to be firm

thereby allowing the cosmetic preparation to be applied to the skin of the user. In

one example of the invention the body is manufactured from an elastic finish rubber

foam compound. The elastic finish rubber foam compound may be in the form of two

pound foam.

The material used in the manufacture of the body may be in the form of Polyethylene

- Ethyl Vinyl Acetate (PE-EVA) which has been cross-linked with an electron beam

irradiation process. The material may include an additive which promotes the

decomposition of the material. The additive may require an aerobic environment in



order to enhance and ensure decomposition of the material. The decomposition may

be affected by free ranging environmental microbes which consume and great on the

PE-EVA polymer.

The elastic finish rubber foam compound may be treated so that an operative side of

the body has a textured look. The textured look may be in the form of a pattern

which assists in the spreading and blending of the cosmetic preparation across the

skin of the user. The elastic finish rubber foam compound may be heat treated to

form the pattern.

The handle portion may further include at least one cavity which allows a further

cosmetic preparation to be carried by the handle portion. The handle portion may

include two cavities one of which holds and trap a cosmetic preparation in the form of

a colour pigment or toner with the other cavity holding a cosmetic preparation in the

form of a blush product. The colour pigment or toner may allow a shade of the

foundation to be made lighter or darker.

The cavity containing the blush product may be covered thereby to conceal and

protect the contents of the cavity. The cavity containing the blush product may be

covered with a sheet of material, for example a plastics material, which may be

transparent thereby to allow ready identification of the colouring of the blush product.

Each of the cavities of the handle portion may have at least one socket formation

which extends into a base of the cavity thereby allowing a bulk of the cosmetic

preparation to be stored inside the at least one socket formation. Each of the cavities

may include a plurality of socket formations.

The cosmetic preparations carried by the cavities may be applied to the skin of the

user through partial deformation of the handle portion surrounding each of the

cavities thereby to allow the base of a respective cavity to contact the skin. The

deformation of the handle portion may be caused by pressure applied to a part of the

body into which the cavity extend thereby also causing the cosmetic preparation

carried by the at least one socket formation to be forced from the at least one socket

formation.

The cavity carrying the blush product may be carried by a section of the handle

portion which is detachable from the handle portion.



Brief Description of the Drawings

A preferred embodiment of the invention will now be described, by way of example

only, with reference to the accompanying drawings, in which:

Figure 1 is a diagrammatic illustration of a cosmetic applicator according to

one embodiment of the invention showing before and after use by a user;

Figure 2 is a diagrammatic illustration of the cosmetics application for a

powdered cosmetic preparation according to a further embodiment of the invention;

Figure 3 is a diagrammatic illustration of a variation of the cosmetic applicator

for use with a liquid cosmetic preparation housed in a capsule of the cosmetic

applicator;

Figure 4 is a diagrammatic illustration of a further variation of the cosmetic

applicator in accordance with the invention;

Figure 5 is a schematic representation, partly sectioned, of a side of the

cosmetic applicator of Figure 4; and

Figure 6 is a schematic representation of a further variation of the cosmetic

applicator in accordance with the invention.

Description of Illustrated Embodiments of the Invention

Figures 1 and 2 of the accompanying representations illustrate a cosmetic applicator

0 according to the invention for the application of a cosmetic preparation 12 in a

single wiping pass. The cosmetic applicator includes a body 14 having a handle

portion 16 and an applicator portion 8 which extends from the handle portion.

In one embodiment of the invention, the cosmetic applicator 10 can be used in the

application of a cosmetic preparation such as a powdered foundation or blush. In

this embodiment, the cosmetic applicator 10 has an outer profile 20 which assists the

user in applying the cosmetic preparation 1 to skin of the user, not shown. An initial

shaping portion 24 begins at the handle portion 16 and follows through to a curved

upper portion 26 and then to a lower curved portion 28 following back to a linear

shaping portion 30. The linear shaping portion 30 and the initial shaping portion 24

define the handle portion 16. The curved upper portion 26 and the lower curved

portion 28 define the body portion of the cosmetic applicator 16. The outer profile 20

and the width and thickness of the cosmetic applicator 10 assist in the transfer

efficiency of the wiping action during which a portion of the cosmetic preparation 1

is transferred onto the skin of the user.



The cosmetic applicator 6 has a material surface 34 which carries the cosmetic

preparation 12. The material of the material surface 34 is flexible to allow the

applicator portion 8 to mould onto the contour of the skin of the user. The flexibility

of the material surface and of the applicator portion therefore assists in the uniform

distribution of the cosmetic preparation 2 across the skin of the user by allowing the

transfer of the cosmetic preparation 12 through a wiping action onto the skin. The

material surface 34 of the cosmetic applicator 10 is between 2 to 5 mm thick.

However, it is envisage that the thickness can be altered to allow for the desired

flexibility for the wiping action in addition to allowing a base, in the form of the body

4, which can effectively carry the cosmetic preparation 1 .

The handle portion provides for a finger hold 36 onto which a user can grab using

his/her fingers. This allows the user to manipulate the cosmetic applicator without

allowing the user's fingers or hands coming into contact with an applicator 38 which

consists of the applicator portion 18. The finger hold 36 is not covered with the

cosmetic preparation 12. The gripping of the finger hold with the thumb and

forefinger will not cause the cosmetic preparation to be contaminated by the fingers

of the user. With the cosmetic applicator 0 being held in this way, the index finger

can be used to apply pressure to a back 40 of the applicator 38.

The applicator 38 defines an area 44 which is used to apply in use the cosmetic

preparation 12. The cosmetic preparation 12 can be a powder foundation or a blush

and can be provided in various colours and shades. The cosmetic preparation 12

can comprise a multitude of colours to create a streaking rainbow effect when

desired. This may be particularly useful where the user does not want a natural look

but a look for dress ups or catwalks.

The applicator 38 is manufactured from a sponge material which contains a plurality

of retaining formations or cavities which are formed by pores 46 of the sponge

material. The cosmetic preparation 12 is stored inside the pores 46 of the applicator.

The applicator 38 may further include, as a covering layer, a layer 48 which is

manufactured from polytetrafluoroethylene or PTFE. The PTFE has a low friction

coefficient. However, the layer 48 includes a plurality of apertures 50 which allow a

portion of the cosmetic preparation 2 to pass through the layer 48 onto the skin of

the user during use. Thus, the layer 48 assists in the retention of the cosmetic

preparation 12 onto the applicator portion 18 while presenting, due to the low friction

coefficient, a low frictional barrier between the applicator portion 18 and the skin of
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the user. The layer 48 therefore promotes movement of the applicator 38 across the

skin of the user in a wiping motion.

The cosmetic applicator 0 typically will be sold for a single application in a suitable

packaging. The packaging may be formed as part of a kit housing other beauty items

or a combination of the cosmetic applicator 10 in various colours, shapes and sizes.

Once the cosmetic applicator 10 is removed from the main packaging, the cosmetic

applicator 10 may have a thin plastic material overlaying the cosmetic applicator to

prevent unwanted spread of the cosmetic preparation 12 while the cosmetic

applicator is packaged. The overlaying plastic material can be transparent to allow

the user to see the colour and nature of the cosmetic preparation 12. The overlaying

material is peeled back and off to allow usage of the cosmetic applicator 10.

In use the user holds the handle portion 16 of the cosmetic applicator 10 between a

thumb and forefinger of the user. As mentioned hereinabove, this allows the

forefinger to be positioned adjacent a back 40 of the applicator 38 thereby allowing

the user to apply slight pressure on the applicator portion 18. The applicator 38 is

then placed on the desired area of the skin of the user and, in a wiping action, the

cosmetic preparation 12 is transferred from the applicator 38 to the skin. After use

the cosmetic applicator 10 is thrown away.

As the cosmetic applicator 10 can be used for various types of cosmetic preparations

1 , Figure 1 shows an embodiment of the cosmetic applicator in which the cosmetic

preparation is a blush. The cosmetic applicator 10 is sold as a pair 54 of left and

right cosmetic applicators 10. The advantage in the pair lies in the left and right

blush applicators being balanced in volume of the cosmetic preparation 12 thereby to

achieve a consistent look on both sides of the face or body. Further, given that the

left and right cosmetic applicators 10 contain substantially identical coloured

cosmetic preparations, the pair 54 can assists users of various skill levels to achieve

consistent application on both sides of the face.

Figure 1 further illustrates the changing nature of the applicator 38 before and after

the wiping motion. It illustrates the spread of colour during the wiping action. Thus,

the texture of the applicator portion 18 therefore assists in the blending of the

cosmetic preparation during in use. Advantageously, it illustrates (a) the multiple of

use of colours thereby allowing efficiency in time and application in applying several

colours in one wiping motion, (b) it allows for colours to be used in different functional

purposes, such as one colour for blush application and a second colour for



contouring the cheekbones and (c) it allows an effective mix of colours to create a

natural or other desired effect. Further, the outlining of the applicator 38 in the form

of a blush with the outline of a powder foundation further allows for a blending motion

with the remaining skin.

Figure 3 shows a second embodiment 10A of the invention. Like reference numerals

are used to designate like components between the cosmetic applicators 10 and

10A. The cosmetic applicator 10A has the same outer profile 20 as the applicator 0

and includes a finger hold 56 and an applicator portion 58. However, the applicator

10A includes a cavity 60 in form of a capsule 64 which houses a liquid cosmetic

preparation 66. The capsule 64 is carried by the finger hold 56 to allow the liquid

cosmetic preparation to flow onto the applicator portion 58 typically when the capsule

is ruptured.

The capsule 64 shown in Figure 3 is constructed of two components which includes a

housing 68 to which is sealingly fitted a cap 70. A line of weakness 72 extends

between the cap and the housing thereby allowing the cap to be relatively easily

detached from the housing when needed. This allows the cosmetic preparation 66

stored within the housing to be dispensed onto the body portion 58. The user may

be required to gently squeeze the housing in order to push the cosmetic preparation

out of the housing. The housing is aligned relative to the body portion 58 thereby to

allow the discharge of the cosmetic preparation from the housing onto the body

portion.

The body portion 58 may be in the form of a powder applicator 74 as disclosed in the

first embodiment. This allows the applicator 74 to be used in a dual function. The

applicator can be used to apply a liquid foundation with a setting powder to allow the

foundation to set evenly and quickly.

In addition, the positioning of the applicator 74 relative to the body portion 58 allows

for the material surface 76 on the body portion to be used firstly as an area on which

the cosmetic preparation 66 can be deposited from the capsule 64. The material

surface 76 may provide for indentations or protrusions to promote the flow of the

cosmetic preparation from the housing 68 in a predetermined direction 78. Secondly

the body portion 58 assists in the even application of the cosmetic preparation 66 on

the skin by providing a distribution effect in which the cosmetic application is

dispersed by the shaping and movement of the body portion in use. This promotes a

consistent and even distribution of the cosmetic preparation onto the user's skin.



In preparation for use of the cosmetic applicator 10A, the cap 70 is removed from the

housing 68. The user then grips the finger hold 56 between a thumb and a forefinger

thereby allowing the user to squeeze the housing while at the same time applying

pressure to the body portion 58 by pressing down with the forefinger on a back 40

thereof. The user can then manipulate the cosmetic applicator 10A using wiping

motions across the skin of the user while squeezing the housing to dispense a

required amount of cosmetic preparation onto the body portion 58. The positioning of

the forefinger against the back 40 of the body portion allows the user to apply an

amount of pressure onto the body portion which is required to coat the skin of the

user with a portion of the cosmetic preparation. Thus, the user adds pressure to the

housing 68 in order to release a desired volume of cosmetic preparation 66. Once

the desired volume is dispensed, the user holds the finger hold 56 between the

forefinger and the thumb and, in a wiping motion, wipes the cosmetic applicator 10A

over the user's skin. With this motion the user is able to provide continuous pressure

to the housing 68. The user is also able dispense more of the cosmetic preparation

66 from the capsule 64 if needed by using squeezing the housing.

The release of the cosmetics preparation 66 can be initiated by various mechanisms.

For example, it may be required for the user to squeeze the housing 68 while the cap

70 is still attached to the housing thereby resulting in the discharging of the cosmetic

preparation over a large area of the body portion 56. In a further example the

cosmetic applicator 10A is one component whereby the pressure or the use of

pressure causes the release of the cosmetic preparation through a number of weak

points defined across the housing 68. In a further example the capsule 64 must be

punctured to allowing the cosmetic preparation to be dispensed through a puncture

hole formed in a side wall of the housing 68. In another example, the cavity 60

containing the cosmetic preparation 66 can be covered with a suitable plastic which,

when removed, allows the cosmetic preparation to be dispensed onto the body

portion 58.

Figure 3 illustrates the attachment of the cap 70 from the housing 68 while the

cosmetic preparation 66 is stored in the capsule 64. Figure 3 also illustrates the

detachment of the cap 70 from the housing 68 during preparation for use of the

cosmetic applicator 10A.

Figures 4 and 5 show a further variation 10B of the invention. Like reference

numerals are used to designate like components between the cosmetic applicators

10 and 10B. The cosmetic applicator 10B has a body 14 which includes a handle



portion 80 from which extends a body portion 82. The body portion is manufactured

from a material woven pattern sponge 84. The material woven pattern sponge

assists in the uniform distribution of the cosmetic preparation, stored inside cavities

or textured surface 86 of the material, across the skin of the user. The handle portion

80 further includes three cavities 90 each of which holds a different cosmetic

composition 66 such as a colour pigment or toner 92 and a blush 94. Each of the

three cavities 90 has a base 96 which extends approximately 1.5 mm into an outer

surface 98 of the handle portion 80 and which includes a number of cavities 100 in

the form of socket formations which extends around 1.5 mm into the base 96.

The cosmetic applicator 10B can be used in a variety of ways to apply a portion of

the cosmetic preparations 66 carried by the cosmetic applicator onto the skin of the

user. In one example, the user starts by applying foundation carried by the body

portion 82 onto the skin of the user. Depending on the finish which the user desires,

some of the colour pigment or toner 92 is deposited using a touch-press motion onto

the skin of the user. Typically the user will press against a back 102 of handle

portion 80 thereby to press, for example, the colour pigment or toner 92 from the

cavities 100. The body portion 82 is then used to spread the colour pigment or toner

across a particular area of the skin of the user until a desired result is achieved.

Thereafter, if required, the user can apply some of the blush 94 onto selected areas

of the skin of the user as required also using the touch-press motion. The blush 94 is

also deposited onto the skin of the user with a touch motion. The cavity 90

containing the blush 94 has a cover 104 which protects the blush 94 of the cavity

thereby allowing the user to grip the handle portion 80 over the cavity containing the

blush product. The cover can be refitted to the cavity after a sufficient quantity of

blush 94 has been deposited onto the skin of the user. This allows the user to again

grip the handle portion 80 between fingers of the user without one or more fingers of

the user coming into contact with the blush.

Figure 6 shows a variation 10C of the cosmetic applicator according to the invention.

Like reference numerals are used to designate like components between the

cosmetic applicators 10 and 10C. In the applicator 10C the shapes and profiles of

the cavities 90 have been changed. The applicator 0C includes a toner containing

cavity 106 which extends substantially across the handle portion 80. The toner

containing cavity is therefore able to deposit the colour pigment or toner 92 over an

increased skin area of the user. Additionally, each of the apertures 100 of the toner



containing cavity has an oval shape when viewed in plan so that each aperture has

an increased footprint when contacting the skin of the user.

Similarly, a blush containing cavity 108 of the handle portion 80 includes a plurality of

cavities or apertures 100 which are oval in shape when viewed in plan.

Referring in particular to Figure 5 in combination with Figure 6, it will be noticed that

each cavity extends into a base of the toner and blush containing cavities 106 and

108 so that each cavity forms a tube containing either the colour pigment or toner 92

or blush 94. When pressure is applied with a finger of the user from a back 102 of

the handle portion 80C to one of toner or blush containing cavities 106 and 08, the

apertures 100 become pressurized thereby causing the cosmetic preparation

contained within the apertures to be forced out. Thus, a user can deposit some of

the cosmetic preparation carried by either of the toner and blush containing cavities

onto skin of the user by pressing down onto the back 102 of the handle portion. The

pressing of either one of the toner and blush containing cavities onto the skin of the

user causes the cavity to slightly deform due to the flexibility of the material used in

the manufacture of the cosmetic applicator 10C. This deformation allows the base

96C to move towards the skin of the user until contacting the skin. Further pressure

forces some of the cosmetic preparation contained by the apertures 100 to be

deposited onto the skin. Therefore, the user can control the amount of cosmetic

preparation deposited onto the skin of the user by controlling the amount of pressure

applied to the back 102 of the handle portion. The oval shape of the cavities 100

also promotes the depositing of the cosmetic preparations carried by the toner and

blush containing cavities over an increased skin area of the user.

The cosmetic preparation 12 is applied in layers to the applicator portion 82D. A

liquid layer is first applied to the textured surface of the applicator portion. This is

followed by a powder layer which is bound to the textured surface of the applicator

portion through the liquid first layer. Thereafter a second liquid layout is applied on

top of the powder layer thereby to bind powder particles of the outer layer. The

combination of the powder and liquid layers also promotes the curing of the cosmetic

preparation.

Figure 7 illustrates a variation 0D of the cosmetic applicator 10C. Like reference

numerals are used to designate like components between the cosmetic applicators

10C and 10D. A handle portion 80D contains a section 110 which is attached with a

line of weakness 4 to a remainder 112 of the handle portion. This allows the



section to be relatively easily detached from the remainder 112 if so desired during

use of the applicator 10D. Thus, a finger hold 116 of the handle portion does not

contain the blush containing cavity 108D thereby preventing the cosmetic preparation

carried by the blush containing cavity 108D inadvertently being pressed out of the

cavities 00 during the operation of the cosmetic applicator 10D.

The elastic finish rubber foam compound is in the form of a material which is

commonly referred to in the industry as two pound foam. The material used in the

manufacture of the body may be in the form of Polyethylene - Ethyl Vinyl Acetate

(PE-EVA) which has been cross-linked with an electron beam irradiation process.

The material includes an additive which promotes the decomposition of the material.

The additive requires an aerobic environment in order to enhance and ensure

decomposition of the material. The decomposition is affected by free ranging

environmental microbes which typically found in landfills and which consume and

breakdown the PE-EVA polymer. The finished material is a continuous, smooth,

non-toxic, irritation - free foam with a fine cell structure and mechanical properties

containing no CFC, HCFC, or hydrocarbon blowing agents.

An operative side 118 of the body 1 D is heat treated in order to give the operative

side of a textured look. .

The characteristics of the foam are detailed in Table 1.

Table 1

The invention provides a cosmetic applicator which allows a user to relatively easily

apply a cosmetic product onto a skin of the user. The cosmetic applicator may be

sold in pairs of left and right combinations which increase the likelihood of the user

achieving an exact same finish on either side of a face of the user. Each of the left

and right combination of cosmetic applicators contains the exact same colour and

amount of cosmetic preparations, for example foundation, which assists the user in

achieving roughly the same finish on either side of the face of the user. The



cosmetic applicator makes use of one or more cavities to house the cosmetic

preparation during storage or non use. In some instances the cavities are in the form

of pores which are formed in a sponge material of the cosmetic applicator. In other

instances the cavity is in the form of a flexible capsule or seal which can be broken

thereby allow the dispensing of the cosmetic preparation housed in the capsule. In a

further instance a textured surface of a materially woven pattern sponge provides a

plurality of cavities in which the cosmetic preparation can be stored. The cosmetic

applicator includes a flexible applicator portion which allows the cosmetic

preparations to be spread across the face of the user with relative ease.

Furthermore, the cosmetic applicator includes formations, some in the form of a

woven sheet of material and others in the form of grooves and recesses, which

assists in the spreading of the cosmetic preparation evenly across the face of the

user. The invention also provides a cosmetic applicator which is manufactured from

an elastic finish rubber foam compound which is flexible but firm thereby to promote

the even application of the cosmetic preparation across skin of the user. The

cosmetic preparation is also applied in layers to the applicator portion. A liquid layer

is applied onto the textured surface of the applicator portion so thereby to lock a

powder layer of the cosmetic preparation onto the applicator portion. A third, liquid

layer of the cosmetic preparation is applied on top of the powder layer thereby to

keep the particles of the powder layer together. The powder layer also assists in the

curing of the cosmetic preparation. The third layer may be a type of cosmetic which

is different to the first and second layers. Additionally, the material used in the

manufacture of the applicator is biodegradable and allows the applicator to be

completely breaking down over a period as little as one year in normal landfills.

While we have described herein a particular embodiment of a cosmetic applicator, it

is further envisaged that other embodiments of the invention could exhibit any

number and combination of any one of the features previously described. However, it

is to be understood that any variations and modifications which can be made without

departing from the spirit and scope thereof are included within the scope of this

invention.



Claims:

. A cosmetic applicator capable of applying in use a cosmetic preparation to

skin of a user; the applicator includes a body which includes an applicator

portion and a handle portion which extends from the applicator portion;

wherein the cosmetic preparation is carried by the applicator portion; and

wherein in use the cosmetic preparation is transferred from the applicator

portion to the skin of the user.

2. A cosmetic applicator according to claim 1 wherein the cosmetic preparation

is applied in a number of layers to the applicator portion.

3. A cosmetic applicator according to claim 2 wherein the cosmetic preparation

includes at least two layers one of which is a liquid layer and the other being a

powder layer; and wherein the liquid layer binds the powder layer onto the

applicator portion.

4. A cosmetic applicator according to claim 3 wherein the liquid layer is first

applied to the applicator portion whereafter the powder layer is applied on top

of the liquid layer thereby causing the powder layer to stick to the applicator

portion.

5. A cosmetic applicator according to claim 4 wherein the cosmetic preparation

further includes a third layer in the form of a liquid layer which is applied on

top of the powder layer thereby to bind particles of the powder layer together.

6. A cosmetic applicator according to any one of claims 1 to 5 wherein the

cosmetic preparation is cured.

7. A cosmetic applicator according to claim 5 wherein the meshing of the

powder layer between two liquid layers causes the cosmetic preparation to

cure.

8. A cosmetic applicator according to claim 7 wherein the cosmetic preparation

is in the form of a foundation cosmetic; and wherein the first, second and third

layers are in the form of foundation cosmetics.

9. A cosmetic applicator according to claim 7 wherein the cosmetic preparation

is in the form of a foundation cosmetic; wherein the first and second layers



are in the form of foundation cosmetics; and wherein the third layer is formed

using a non-foundation cosmetic.

10. A cosmetic applicator according to claim 9 wherein the cosmetic used to form

the third layer is in the form of a moisturizer or anti-wrinkle cream.

1 1 . A cosmetic applicator according to any one of claims 1 to 10 wherein the

body is manufactured from a flexible sheet of material which allows the

handle and applicator portions to be flexible while causing these portions to

be firm thereby allowing the cosmetic preparation to be applied to the skin of

the user.

12. A cosmetic applicator according to claim wherein the body is

manufactured from an elastic finish rubber foam compound.

13. A cosmetic applicator according to claim 1 wherein the material used in the

manufacture of the body is in the form of Polyethylene - Ethyl Vinyl Acetate

(PE-EVA) which has been cross-linked with an electron beam irradiation

process.

14. A cosmetic applicator according to claim 13 wherein the material includes an

additive which promotes the decomposition of the material.

15. A cosmetic applicator according to claim wherein the additive requires an

aerobic environment in order to enhance and ensure decomposition of the

material.

16. A cosmetic applicator according to claim 15 wherein the decomposition is

affected by free ranging environmental microbes which consume and great on

the PE-EVA polymer.

17. A cosmetic applicator according to any one of claims 12 to 16 wherein the

elastic finish rubber foam compound is treated so that an operative side of the

body has a textured look.

18. A cosmetic applicator according to claim 17 wherein the textured look is in the

form of a pattern which assists in the spreading and blending of the cosmetic

preparation across the skin of the user.



19. A cosmetic applicator according to claim 17 or 18 wherein the elastic finish

rubber foam compound is heat treated to form the pattern.

20. A cosmetic applicator according to any one of claim 1 to 19 wherein the

handle portion includes at least one storage cavity which allows a further

cosmetic preparation to be carried by the handle portion.

2 1. A cosmetic applicator according to claim 20 wherein the handle portion

includes two storage cavities one of which holds and trap a cosmetic

preparation in the form of a colour pigment or toner with the other cavity

holding a cosmetic preparation in the form of a blush product.

22. A cosmetic applicator according to claim 2 1 wherein the colour pigment or

toner is capable of being used by the user to adjust a shade of the cosmetic

preparation.

23. A cosmetic applicator according to claim 2 1 or 22 wherein the storage cavity

containing the blush product may be covered thereby to conceal and protect

the contents of the storage cavity.

24. A cosmetic applicator according to claim 23 wherein the storage cavity

containing the blush product is covered with a sheet of material manufactured

from a plastics material which is transparent thereby to allow ready

identification of the colouring of the blush product.

25. A cosmetic applicator according to any one of claims 2 1 to 24 wherein each

of the storage cavities of the handle portion includes at least one socket

formation which extends into a base of the storage cavity thereby allowing a

bulk of the cosmetic preparation to be stored inside the at least one socket

formation.

26. A cosmetic applicator according to claim 25 wherein each of the storage

cavities includes a plurality of socket formations.

27. A cosmetic applicator according to claim 25 wherein the cosmetic

preparations carried by the storage cavities are applied to the skin of the user

through partial deformation of the handle portion surrounding each of the

cavities thereby to allow a base of a respective storage cavity to contact the

skin.



28. A cosmetic applicator according to claim 27 wherein the deformation of the

handle portion is caused by pressure applied to a part of the body into which

a respective storage cavity extends thereby to cause the cosmetic

preparation carried by the plurality of socket formations to be forced from the

at least one socket formation.

29. A cosmetic applicator according to claim 28 wherein the storage cavity

carrying the blush product is carried by a section of the handle portion which

is detachable from the remainder of the handle portion.

30. A cosmetic applicator according to claim 1 wherein the applicator portion

includes a material surface, a handle portion, whereby the cosmetic

preparation is retained on an internal surface of the applicator portion with the

assistance of electrostatic attraction between the internal surface and the

cosmetic preparation.

3 1. An applicator according to claim 30 wherein the material surface is a flexible

sheet in the form of a sponge like material to allow the cosmetic preparation

to be stored in pores of the sponge until use; and wherein the flexible sheet

allows the smooth application of a cosmetic preparation along contours of a

face of the user.

32. A cosmetics application according to claim 1 which is capable of being used

to apply a cosmetic preparation to skin of a user, whereby the cosmetic

preparation is retained in a capsule on the body so that the cosmetic

preparation is capable of being released once the capsule is punctured.

33. An applicator according to claim 32 wherein the material surface is a sponge

pad to which the capsule is attached.

34. An applicator according to claim 32 wherein the capsule is embedded in

material used in the manufacture of the material surface

35. A method of applying a cosmetic preparation to a skin surface from a

cosmetic applicator which also carries the cosmetic preparation prior to use,

the method including the step of transferring the cosmetic preparation from an

applicator surface of the cosmetic applicator to the skin surface in a single

wiping pass of the cosmetic preparation across the skin surface using only

the cosmetic preparation of the cosmetic applicator.



36. A method of applying a cosmetic preparation to a skin surface from a

cosmetic applicator which also carries the cosmetic preparation prior to use in

a capsule, the method including the steps of:

a . rupturing the capsule;

b. applying pressure to the capsule thereby releasing the cosmetic

preparation onto an applicator surface;

c. transferring the cosmetic preparation from the applicator surface to the

skin surface in a single wiping pass of the cosmetic preparation across

the skin surface;

d. squeezing the capsule during the wiping pass to provide a release of

the cosmetic preparation of the desired amount.













A. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER

Int. CI.

A45D 33/00 (2006.0 1) A45D 34/00 (2006.0 1) A45D 40/24 (2006.0 1)

According to International Patent Classification (IPC) or to both national classification and IPC

B. FIELDS SEARCHED

Minimum documentation searched (classification system followed by classification symbols)

Documentation searched other than minimum documentation to the extent that such documents are included in the fields searched

Electronic data base consulted during the international search (name of data base and, where practicable, search terms used)

EPODOC, WPI, English Full Text; IPC & ECLA A45D; key words HANDLE, COSMETIC, FOUNDATION, MAKE UP,
LOTION, MOISTURISER, PREPARATION, CREAM, LAYER, SECTION, LAMINATED, IMPREGNATED, COATED,
PRELOADED, CURED, SET, APPLICATOR, WIPE, TRANSFER, PAD, SKIN, FACE, USER, POWDER, LIQUID, FLUID,
PASTE, CAPSULE, AMPULE, CAVITY, PORE, APERTURE, DEFORMABLE, RESERVOIR, CHAMBER, DISPOSABLE,
BIODEGRADABLE, SINGLE USE & like terms .

C . DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO B E RELEVANT

Category* Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages Relevant to
claim No.

US 2004/0037858 A l (MAMMONE) 26 February 2004
Figure 1; abstract; paragraphs [0011], [0012], [0017] [0023], [0028]-[0035] 1-1 1, 13-16,

30, 35

US 6,096,382 A (GUERET) 1 August 2000
X Figures 2a & 2b; column 1, lines 46-60; column 2, lines 19-31; column 3, lines 5-7 1-4, 6, 11-16,

17-19, 30, 31,
35

US 3,863,654 A (MORANE et al.) 4 February 1975
X Figure 3; column 1, lines 28-45; column 2, line 65 to column 3, line 2 1-4, 6, 11-16,

17-19, 35

Further documents are listed in the continuation of Box C X See patent family annex

* Special categories of cited documents:
"A" document defining the general state of the art which is "T" later document published after the international filing date or priority date and not in

not considered to be of particular relevance conflict with the application but cited to understand the principle or theory
underlying the invention

"E" earlier application or patent but published on or after the "X" document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be considered novel
international filing date or cannot be considered to involve an inventive step when the document is taken

alone
"L" document which may throw doubts on priority claim(s) "Y" document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be considered to

or which is cited to establish the publication date of involve an inventive step when the document is combined with one or more other
another citation or other special reason (as specified) such documents, such combination being obvious to a person skilled in the art

"O" document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition
"&" document member of the same patent familyor other means

"P" document published prior to the international filing date
but later than the priority date claimed

Date of the actual completion of the international search Date of mailing of the international search report

08 October 2010

Name and mailing address of the ISA/AU Authorized officer
S. GLASSON

AUSTRALIAN PATENT OFFICE
PQ BOX 200, WODEN ACT 2606, AUSTRALIA AUSTRALIAN PATENT OFFICE

E-mail address: pct@ipaustralia.gov.au (ISO 9001 Quality Certified Service)
Facsimile No. +61 2 6283 7999 Telephone No : +61 2 6283 2890



C (Continuation). DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT

Category* Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages Relevant to
claim No.

US 3,466, 13 1 A (ARCUDI) 9 September 1969
X Figures; column 3, lines 38-57 1, 20, 32, 33,

36

US 2,209,914 A (GERBER et al) 30 July 1940
X Figures 3 & 6 1, 32, 34, 36

A EP 1 698 562 A2 (HETZEL) 06 September 2006



n ormat on on patent am y mem ers T AU20 10

This Annex lists the known "A" publication level patent family members relating to the patent documents cited in the
above-mentioned international search report. The Australian Patent Office is in no way liable for these particulars
which are merely given for the purpose of information. ·

Patent Document Cited in Patent Family Member
Search Report

US 2004037858 AU 200201 14 AU 20000727 AU 20010222

AU 20050728 AU 20050616 AU 20080515

AU 20100527 BR 20030513 CA 200201 10

,CN 20030903 CN 20051214 EP 20030409

EP 20051 123 JP 20040122 NZ 20041029

US 2006233847 WO 02/01982 ZA 20030031 1

US 6096382 BR 9702814 CA 2213636 CN 1187328

CN 1116842 DE 69700131 EP 0832577

ES 2131984 FR 2752695 P 10085035

P 2954107 MX 9706563 US 6283664

US 3863654 DE 2302454 FR 2168625 FR 2210098

GB 1419422

US 3466131 NONE

US 2209914 NONE

EP 1698562 US 2006198686 US 7435027 WO 2006096184

Due to data integration issues this family listing may not include 10 digit Australian applications filed since May 2001.

END OF ANNEX


	abstract
	description
	claims
	drawings
	wo-search-report

