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To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that we, CHARLES C. MENGEL 

Jr., and CLARENCER.MENGEL, of Louisville, 
in the county of Jefferson and State of Ken 
tucky, have invented certain Improvements 
in Combined Fastening Device and Label for 
Plug-Tobacco, of which the following is a 
specification: m 

Our invention consists in securing the Wrap 
per or enveloping - leaf of a tobacco -plug in 
place by means of a metallic fastening device, 
and in a peculiar form of said device, which 
may be adopted in case it is desired to have 
the device serve also as a label, whereby we 
are enabled to secure the Wrapper firmly in 
place; to employ smaller and cheaper wrap 
pers than usual; to give the plugs a neater 
finish than when made in the ordinary man 
ner; to provide, in case it is so desired, a 
means of applying the name or brand; and 
to provide a means of readily distinguishing 
the tobacco at sight. 

Hitherto it has been the practice to envelop 
tobacco-plugs With a Wrapper of fine leaf-to 
bacco, and to secure the same in place by 
twisting it together at one end, and tucking 
this twisted portion into the body of the plug; 
but to this plan there are serious objections, 
the more important of which are the insecuri 
ty of the fastening, and the consequent dan 
ger of the Wrapper becoming loose; the ne 
cessity of using large and expensive Wrap 
pers; the unfinished and objectionable appear 
ance of the end of the plug at which the Wrap 
per is twisted; and the fact that the end in 
which the twisted wrapper is inserted is there 
by rendered dry and unpalatable, and conse 
quently Worthless. 

It is to overcome these difficulties, and at 
tain the beneficial results before mentioned, 
that our invention is intended; and to this 
end it consists in the employment of metal 
fastenings or tags, having a portion to fit 
against the end of the tag and hold the wrap 
per, and one or more points or arms to enter 
the plug and retain the device in place. 
The form of the device is immaterial and 

subject to modification, provided it has the 
retaining point or points, and is adapted to 
hold the Wrapper. 

Figure 1 represents a perspective view of a 
plug of tobacco made in the usual manner, with 
the twisted Wrapper. Fig. 2 represents a sim 
ilar view of a plug having our fastening de 
vice applied thereto. Fig. 3 represents a sec 
tional view on the linea at of Fig. 2, showing 
clearly the manner in which the device is ap 
plied and held, and the manner in which it 
retains the wrapper. Figs. 4, 5, and 6 are 
views showing different forms of the device. 
A represents the plug, and B the fastening 

device, the latter consisting simply of a flat 
portion, a, to fit against the end of the plug, 
provided with one or more points or arms, b, 
standing at right angles thereto, to enter the 
end of the plug and retain the device in place 
thereon. 

Figs, 4 and 5 represent the device made of 
sheet metal-the former with a single point 
or fastening-arm, and the latter with two of 
them-while Fig. 6 represents a device of sim 
ilar form, made of a single piece of wire, bent 
into proper shape, with its ends pointed to 
form the fastening-points. 
The plug of tobacco is made and enveloped 

with the Wrapper, as usual, the Wrapper fold 
ed down on the end, and then the device ap. 
plied, as shown, in which position it secures 
the wrapper firmly, and gives the plug a neat 
and finished appearance. When thus secured 
the wrapper or envelope may be much smaller 
and cheaper than when applied in the usual 
manner, and thus the cost of manufacture is 
materially reduced, while at the same time the 
appearance of the plug is improved, and the 
danger of its being injured by handling less 
ened. Moreover, when the wrapper is se 
cured by our device, so that the insertion of 
the twisted wrapper at the end is avoided, 
the entire plug will be found palatable and 
fit for use, whereby the usual loss is avoided, 
and a corresponding amount in effect added 
to each plug. 

In addition to securing the wrapper, the 
device also serves as a distinguishing mark, 
by which the plugs thus prepared can be in 
stantly recognized by the purchaser or con 
sumer. The device, when made of sheet metal, 
also forms a neat, and in every respect excel 
lent, means of applying the name or mark of 
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the manufacturer or the brand of the tobacco, 
which can be stamped thereon or otherwise 
applied thereto in a cheap and permanent 
manner. When, however, this is not consid 
ered desirable, the device may be made of an 
ornamental form, and stamped or otherwise 
ornamented, to render the plugs attractive in 
appearance. 

It will, of course, be understood that the 
main purpose of the device is to secure the 
Wrapper, and that, as its employment as a la 
bel is an incidental matter, it may be made of 
the skeleton form represented in Fig. 6, with 
out the flat surface for the label. 

Having thus described our invention, what 
we claim is 

In combination with a tobacco-plug provid 
ed with a wrapper of leaf-tobacco, a metallic 
fastening device, B, constructed with or with 
out the label-surface, and applied to hold the 
wrapper, substantially as shown. 

CHARLES C. MENGEL, JR. 
CIARENCE R. MENGEL. 

Witnesses: 
SAMUEL S. SMITH, 
LEWIN T. ANDERSON. 

  


