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same numerals refer 
in the several views 

: :...; . . . . .'' abodiment of our invention adapted 
to retain and dispense several different forms 

- partial section 
to hold the dis 

front view of our dispenser adapte 
ntion and dispensing of spoons. 

', '8 side elevation of the dis 

dispensing 

retention and dispensing of table knives. . . 
de Fig. 7 is a partial sectional view taken along 
... the line 7-7 of Fig.6 and looking in the direc 

tion of the arrow. iii. 3. . . . . . . . . 
Fig. 8 is a detailed view in partial section alon 

the line 8-8 of Fig. 2 of the drawings and looking 
25 in the direction of the arrows, of latching mech 

... anism adapted to retain the several dispensing 
... a dispenser into which it is difficult or devices in the enclosing casing shown in Fig.: 2. 

impossible to place, articles of ware until certain. With reference to Fig.1, we have disclosed a 
generally rectangular box, part 8, the form 

statue wikivil Islikiy of an attractive retaining device into which the 
meehanism, the place knife dispenser, part 6, and the fork and spoon 
acility and rapidity. dispensers, parts 3, are placed and latched. This 
uri invention disclosed assembly is adapted to be placed conveniently 

to the patrons of the restaurant or the like... 
... Referring to Fig. 6, we have shown our table 
knifeholder and dispenser which comprises gen 
erally a rectangular box 9 with open top, and 
provided with a front wall 10, and an interme 
diate partition wall it. We prefer to make the . . . . . 
entire dispenser and all of its parts of material, 

- w such as nickel-chromiums bearing steel, which person to place: his hands ent will resist corrosion and which will not stain . 
he tableware usually intended to silver or other tableware stored therein. Said 

sontact with the food or the mouth with- front wall: O is provided with a multiplicity of owing the ware from the dispenser after 45 passages or openings if 2 designed to permit the 
able to replace the arti passage of the blade and such therethrough. 

  



indents or openings f6 and also lower indents or 
openings: 7. The partition wall f is formed by 
assembling the plates 3 and f4 as shown in 

... Fig. 7 so that said passages 5 are in alignment 
and so that said indents or openings f6 and 1 
are adapted to retain loosely therein a series of 
slugs 8. The passages 5 may conveniently be 
so restricted in area that the usual enlargement 
19 found in table knives may not pass there 
through. The distance between the front wall 

... O and the partition wall is also conveniently 

2,325,604 
the recess 2 of the lower wall thereof is adapted 
to coact with one of the latching mechanisms 
26, as described above, and with the slot 20 
adapted to coact with the plate member 27. 
Since spoons are often of a different length than 
are forks and since some spoons and some forks 
are of different length with respect to each other, 

10 

made so that a suitable portion of the handle of 
the knife extends from the front wall when the 
knife is thrust through the openings, 2 and 5, 
as shown in Fig. 6, until the enlargement 9 
encounters the partition Wall, as shown in 
Fig. 7. A slot 20 and a detent or recess 2 t are 
provided in the walls of the structure, as shown 

i in Fig. 6, and the objects of said slot and detent 
Wiil presently appear. . . . . . . 

it. With reference to Fig. 3, we have shown a 
dispenser for spoons and forks and the like com 
prising. a cast metallic unit in the form of a 

i double-dispenser. The dispenser comprises a 
generally, rectangular-casings having the verti 
cally extending. Walls 22, which walls are formed 
with inwardly projecting lugs, or barriers: 23, as : 
shown in Figs. 3 and 5. These lug portions are 
adapted to coactin pairs to define a passage area 
lesser in width than is that area between the 
main walls and having that rest;icted width of 
area of sufficient width to permit the handle por 
tion of a spoon or fork to be retained therebe 
tween and narrow enough to prevent the passage 
of the bowl part of the spoon or the tine part of 
the fork therebetween in any position of the fork 

... or spoon. The top of the dispenser is normally 
open-ended except for a latching device 24 which 

- is pivotaily mounted on the transverse rod 25 so y 
that it may freely respond to the force of gravity. 
A recess. 23' extending downwardly into the en 
larged or lug portions of the side walls is pro 
vided to permit the entrance of the "lower and 
downwardly depending end of the latch mecha- . 
nism 2á. A detent or recess 2 is provided in the 
botton waii of the dispensing lechanism of Fig. 

We find it convenient to make the dispensers of 
Fig. 3 of different lengths, front to rear, to ac 
commodate the length of the spoon or fork to 
be retained and dispensed therein. We, there 
fore, make the front edge of the retaining plate 
27 to be of varying distances from the rear wall 

5 

20 

25 

30 

of the casing 8, and these varying distances are 
to be in conformity with the varying lengths 
front to rear of the spoon and fork dispensers 
so that, when in position, all of the dispensers 
for knives, Spoons and forks shall be in align 
ment with the front of the retaining casing 6, as 
shown in Fig. 1. - 
... The manner of using the dispensers of Fig. 3 
is as follows: - . 
Assuming that such a dispenser is mounted 

within the casing. 8, as shown in Fig.1, and that 
there is no ware within the dispenser, a person: 
may, by lifting the outwardly extending end of 
the latching member 26 shown in Figs. 2 and 8, 
release the dispenser so that it...may be drawn 
from the casing. This dispenser may be taken 
to a store of clean tableware, the latching mech 
anism 24 may be raised around the pivot 25 out 
of the Way and Spoons or forks, as the case may 
be, may be very conveniently dropped within the 
walls of the dispenser until it is filled, after which 

35 

0. 

3. and a slot is provided in conjunction with the 
Will presently appear. . -, - ... . . . . . . . -- 

Referring to iiig. 2, we have shown a latch 
meinber 28, and a retaining device in the form 
of a horizontally disposed plate 27. Said latch 

rear wall, as shown in Fig. 4, the objects of which 

member 26, as shown in detailin: Fig. 8, COm 
prises a lever 23 pivotally mounted on a rod 28 
so as to oscillate in a vertical plane around said 
pivot 28. . A retaining casing 29 is fixedly 
mounted against the under side of the lower Wall 
or floor member of the retaining casing 8, as 
shown in Fig. 8. Near the outward end of said 
lever 26 there is provided a well or depression 30 
adapted to receive the helical Spring, part. 31. 
Said spring 3 f is constrained between the upper 
Wall of said retaining member 29, and the bottom 
of the well 38 of the lever 26 so as normally to 
retain the inner end of said latch member 26 
in an upward position. . . . . 
The knife dispensing device, Fig. 6, is adapted 

to be held in position, as shown in Fig. 1, within 
the casing 8 with the latching end 26 constrained 
into a position within the recess 2 of the lower 

: wall of the knife dispenser and with the slot 20 
adapted to encompass part of the end of the 
retaining plate 27 of Fig. 2. The spoon and fork 
dispenser of Fig. 3 is adapted to be retained 
within the casing 8 as shown in Fig.1 so that 

5 5 

60 

the latching member 24 is permitted to fall into 
recess 23 and the dispenser is again inserted into 
the casing 6 until it is latched in place, as de 
Scribed above. A patron wishing to remove spoon. 
or fork from the dispenser will grasp the out 
Wardly extending handle and raise the ware lift 
ing the latch member 24, as shown in Fig. 4, until 
the spoon is above the restricting lugs. 23, after 
which it may be readily drawn outwardly from 
the front of the dispensing device. Should such 
a person attempt to replace the spoon into the 
dispenser; it will be discovered that the restricted 
passage between the lugs 23 will not permit of 
the passage of the bowl of the spoon or the times 
of the fork therebetween in any position. Should 
the patron attempt to replace the ware through 
the top thereof, it will be discovered that the 
latching mechanism has fallen into place, thus 
preventing it. ... While the entire dispenser is re 
tained within the casing 8 the latching mecha 
nism 24 is not reached without difficulty or is 
completely unattainable. . . . . . . 

Referring to Figs. 6- and 7, this dispenser of 
knives is removed from the casing 8 in the same 
manner as are the other dispensers above de 
Scribed, and is retained in position in the same 
manner. Should it be required to provide this 
dispenser with knives, the dispenser may be re 
moved from the casing 8 and taken to a store 
of table knives, whereupon it is turned upside 

65 

70 

down. So that the slugs 8 fall into the upper 
openings: 16. Retaining the slugs within this 
upper detent: the dispenser is readily supplied 
Witth clean knives bypassing them through the 
aligned holes, illustrated in Fig. 6, after which - 
the dispenser, loaded with clean knives, may be 
conveniently. replaced Within the casing 8, as il 
lustrated in Fig. 1, and is retained by the latch 
ing mechanism 26, as above described. Should 

75 
a patron Wish to secure a knife he may grasp the 
outwardly extending handle and remove the knife 
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by drawing it outwardly. With reference to Fig. closure members movably mounted on one of said 

it will be seen that the slug 18 rests on the walls adapted to slidably engage an article as it. 
blade of the knife. When the knife is removed removed from the container but arranged to 
the slug will fall downwardly into the lower re- - - - - a. ... " 
cess. 7, thus completely blocking the passage 6. 
Should the patron attempt to replace the knife 
into the dispenser the slug 18 will bar the pas 
sage of the knife through the passage 5 anc 
make replacement impossible. , "...'...'...' ... 

... We claim: . ; : . . . . . ...: 
1. In a storage and dispensing device for table 

ware such as knives, forks and spoons, a housing 
support, a plurality of containers for tableware 
detachably mounted in said support, each of said 
containers being so constructed and arranged as 
to receive the operative ends of tableware with 
the handle portions, thereof projecting through 
the front of the container in position to be m 
nipulated by the hand of a user for removal o 
the articles of tableware from the containers without contacting the operative parts thereof 
and means associated with each container for preventing reinsertion of an article manually 

ually releasable latching means 
retaining said containers in their assembled position in the casing. . . . . . . . . . . 

5. A storage and dispensing device for table 
ware comprising an open front casing, a manu 
lly operable spring latch extending inwardly of 

moved from a container. . . . . ... :::::..." 
2. In a storage and dispensing device for table 25 

ware such as knives, forks and spoons, a housing 
support, a plurality of tableware containers-de 
tachably mounted in said support, manually re 
leasable interengaging means on said support 
and containers for locking the container in the 
housing support, each of said containers being 
formed to receive the operative ends of tableware 
articles with the handleportions of the articles 
projecting through the front of the contain 
free to be grasped by the hand of a user for r 
moval of the articles without contacting the oper 
ative parts thereof, and means actuated by gra 
ity normally engaging an article on renova 

... thereof from the casing, said means riding over 
the articles as it is removed but falling behind 
the same to prevent reinsertion of the article: 
the casing. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

3. A storage and dispensing device for table 
ware comprising a container having spaced aper 
tured walls formed to receive and retain the oper 
ative ends of a plurality of table ware articles 
with the handle portions of said articles project 
ing through the front of the container in position 

article in the container. --- dispenser for knives comprising a housing having substantially vertical spaced parallel sup 
40 porting walls apertured in alignment to receive 

and support knives inserted through said aligned 

  

  

    

    

    

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

    

    

  

  

  

  


