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To all whom it may concern.: -
Be it known that I, Verxox M. Esss, a
citizen of the United States, residing .at

- Corcoran, in the county of Kings and State

of . California, have invented a new and
useful Tent Pole, of which the following is
a specification. s '

' This invention relates to improvements in
tent poles, and has for its objects, the pro-
vision of poles of this character which are
foldable and collapsible for packing into a
limited space when not in use, and for pur-
poses of transportation.

The invention involves, primarily, the
combination of foldable and telescoping ele-
ments, adapted, when set up in the extended
position, to constitute the support for the
walls of a tent, and further involves the
combination of upright standards and ridge-
pole elements, foldable and collapsible into
a compact form, as hereinafter deseribed.

The invention involves various other fea-
tures concerning the structure and arrange-
ment of parts, whereby effective rigidity is
attained with a minimum weight of the
device. :

While simple and efficient means are here-
in provided for accomplishing the objects

" of the invention, it is to be understood that
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the device is not limited to the precise con-
struction shown, but may include within its
purview such changes and modifications as
may fall within the scope of the appended
claims. , ‘

Upon the annexed drawings, Figure 1
is a side elevation of a tent pole constructed
in accordance with my invention, the pole
being in open or extended position. Fig. 2
is a side view of the same in folded and
collapsed position. Fig. 3 is a fragmentary

" and detail view of the securing means for
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the telescoping members. Fig. 4 is a similar
view of a hinge-joint connecting the folding
members. Fig. 5 is a perspective view of a
tent with my improved pole applied thereto.
Fig. 6 is a perspective and detail view of

" a modified form of construction adapted for

wood beams. Fig. 7 is a perspective and de-
tail view of the connecting elements corre-
sponding with the beam connecting elements
shown in Fig. 6. TFig. 8 is a side view of a
pole embodying wooden beams. Fig. 9 is
a perspective and detail view of a modified
form embodying beams of metal tubing.
Fig. 10 is a perspective and sectional detail
view of the telescoping and securing means

for the tubing beams. Fig. 11 is a perspec-
tive ‘and detail view of a hinge-joint con-

nection adapted for use with wooden beams.
Fig. 12'is a perspective and detail view of a

wooden beams.
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corner connecting element for use with

Referring to the drawings, the main beam .
21, in the form shown in Figs. 1, 2, 8, 4 and "

5, is constructed preferably of angle, or
channel iron, and has a bent portion 292, to
form one apex of the tent when erected for
use. To the short arm 23, is pivotally con-
nected the swinging member 24, preferably
constructed of channel iron. To the long

65

70 .

arm 25, is attached the bar 26, adapted to - -

telescope within the arm 925, and provided

with a bent portion 27, forming the short
angular arm 28.  Members 23 and 24 are
connected by a pivot 29, and members 28 and
30 ave connected by a pivot member 81. The
long arm 82, of member 26, is provided with
a longitudinal slot 83. A bolt 84, extends
through the slo¢ 33 and through the arm 25,
of beam 21. A nut 85, threaded on the bolt,
clamps the members 25 and 82, together.
The sliding members 36 and 87, are pro-
vided with adjustment similar to member
26. Members 21, 24 and 30, are preferably
made of channel iron bars, and members 26,
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36 and 387, are preferably made of flat bars, .

Members 21 and 26, forming the ridge-pole

section of the device, are provided with
-holes 88, for securing ‘guy ropes, cables, or-

the cloth sections of the tent walls.
In use, the device is adjusted as shown

in Fig. 1. To fold the device so that it

may be carried conveniently on an automo-
bile, or packed for shipment, the members
36 and 37 are telescoped within the corre-
sponding adjoining beam members. The

members 21 and 26 are similarly adjusted.

Then the member 80 is folded upon the
pivot member 28, to a position adjoining
member 21, and member 24 is then folded

on the pivot member 29, to a position ad- .

joining member 30. The device folds into a
very compact form; the width and thickness
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of the members in- proportion to their

length, being exaggerated in the drawings.
Tfigs. 6, 7, 8, 11 and- 12, show a modified
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form, in which the beams are constructed -

preferably of wood. The sections of which
the pole is composed, are provided with
metal ribs 89, on one end, and with sheet-
metal caps 40, on the opposite end, formed
to correspond with the ribbed ends of con-
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secutive beam sections. A set screw 41,
bearing against one of the ribs 39, serves to
bind the ends of the beams together. The
hinge members 42, serve to connect the

" swinging beam members

Tlos 9 and 10, show a modified form in
which metal tublnrr is substituted for the
metal channels and flat bars as shown in
Figs. 1, 2, 3 and 4. At the pivotal points,
the tubes are fattened and connected by
pivots 43. The outer telescoping members
have slotted ends 44, clamp rings 45, en-
circlihg the slotted ends and thumb- screws
46, thremded in the ring "members and bear-
mg against the outer telescopmo members.

T'rom the foregoing description, it may
be seen that T have provided 2 simple and
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efficient foldable and collapsible tent pole,
effective when extended to constitute the
supporting standards and ridge-pole ele-
ments of a tent.

What is claimed is:

In a collapsible tent-pole, the combination
with tubular ridge-pole telescoping sections,

having an(rulally disposed extremities, of

tubular telpscopmcr sections hingedly con- -

nected to the angular arms on the ridge-

pole sections, said telescoping sections con-

sisting ‘of an outer slotted member, an in-
ner tubular member, and a clamp to bind the
outer and inner members together.
In testimony whereof, 1 hereunto affix my
signature, this 10th day of July, 1920.
VERNON M. EBBS.
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