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(54) Abstract Title: Vehicle fixture for holding a receptacle.
(57) The invention relates to a fixture element 3 for a motor

vehicle, with an upwardly open casing 5 for
accommodating at least one receptacle, wherein the
casing exhibits at least one lateral clamping element
(29, Figure 2). The casing incorporates at least one
hinged support 10, 11 which is parallel and spaced
apart from a floor 9 in a first latchable setting, as well
as essentially perpendicular to the floor in a second
setting. The respective clamping element is further
arranged above the support relative to its first setting.
In such a fixture element, it is proposed that the hinged
support be able to pivot around an axis 24 mounted in
the casing, wherein the support exhibits two support
sections 10, 11 interconnected so that they can pivot
around an axis 25 situated parallel to the casing axis.
The two support sections are toggled and folded
toward each other when the support is moved from the
first setting to the second setting.
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FIXTURE ELEMENT, IN PARTICULAR FOR MOTOR VEHICLES, FOR
HOLDING A RECEPTACLE

SPECIFICATION

The invention relates to a fixture element, in particular
for motor vehicles, with an upwardly open casing for
accommodating at least one receptacle, wherein the casing
exhibits a floor and at least one lateral clamping element,
wherein the casing incorporates at least one hinged
support, which is parallel and spaced apart from the floor
in a first latchable setting, as well as essentially
perpendicular to the floor in a second setting, and wherein
the respective clamping element is further arranged above

the support relative to its first setting.

Such a fixture element 1is described in German Patent
Application 10 2007 061 203.8.

The object of the present invention is to further develop
this fixture element in such a way as to enable a space-
saving accommodation of the fixture in its second setting

in the area of one side of the casing.

The object is achieved by virtue of the fact that the
hinged support can be pivoted around an axis mounted in the
casing, wherein the support exhibits two support sections
interconnected so that they can pivot around an axis
situated parallel to the casing axis, wherein the two
support sections are folded toward each other when the
support is moved from the first setting to the second

setting.

Therefore, the invention makes it possible to toggle the
support from its first setting to its second setting.



In the first setting of the support, two support planes are
formed in the casing for the at least one receptacle. If
the foldable support is in the first setting and latched,
wherein the support is placed under the upper lower end of
the opening of the casing, an area for holding the at least
one receptacle is formed in the casing above the support.
Another area for holding one or more additional objects is
then created under the support. By contrast, if the hinged
support is in its second setting, a holding area with a
grater overall depth is created, thereby extending from the
upper end of the opening in the casing to the floor of the
casing. In this case, the casing can accommodate a larger
receptacle, viewed in its extension perpendicular to the

floor area of the casing.

The toggling support sections preferably fold backward into
their second setting relative to the orientation of the
motor vehicle. This movement of the support sections
corresponds to the ergonomically convenient movement when
the fixture element is situated next to the vehicle
passengers oriented in the traveling direction, in

particular the driver.

In particular, the pivoting hinge of the two support
sections is designed in such a way that the two support
sections abut each other flatly in the second setting of
the section. This enables a very space-saving accommodation

of the support in its second setting inside the casing.

From the standpoint of an ergonomically convenient access
to the casing, and hence the at least one receptacle
accommodated by the casing, it is viewed as especially
advantageous if the support section pivoted in the casing
is swiveled by an angle of up to 120° in the second setting
of the support relative to the position of this support
section in the first setting of the support. This slightly

inclined position of the support section relative to the



perpendicular in its second setting makes it possible to
reach into this area of the casing at a corresponding
incline, making objects arranged inside the casing

especially easy to get to.

The pivoting axis of the two support sections in the second
setting of the support is preferably spaced a greater
distance away from the floor than in the first setting of
the support. Consequently, the two support sections are
preferably folded up from the flat position in the first
setting of the support. Hence, the support sections are
situated closer to the casing opening in the second setting
of the support, thereby making them especially easy to
grasp when returning the support back to the first setting.

In particular to provide a structurally especially
advantageous manufacturing process and minimize the
plurality of parts, it 1is provided that the two support
sections are essentially identical in design.

To enable easy and reliable grasping of the support, one
advantageous embodiment of the invention provides that at
least one of the support sections exhibit a recess open
toward the pivoting axis of the two support sections or
toward the casing. In the area where the support can be
folded, or in the area of the free end of the support, it
therefore becomes possible to grasp and pivot one of the
support sections, whether it be from the first setting to
the second setting, or from the second setting to the first

setting.

According to the invention, the at least one receptacle is
held by means of the at least one lateral clamping element.
In this regard, the invention proposes that the casing
exhibit an upper frame, 1in particular one that can be
clamped with the casing section exhibiting the floor and
walls of the casing. The frame preferably exhibits the at



least one lateral clamping, which in particular is elastic.
If the frame can be clamped with the casing section, the
frame with the clamping element can be removed from the
casing section. This type of use is indicated in cases
where receptacles held by the casing need not be fixed in

place.

Additional features of the invention are described in the
subclaims, the following description of the drawing and the

drawing itself.

One preferred exemplary embodiment of the invention is
illustrated in the drawing and explained in the following

description. Shown on:

Figure 1 is a section of a middle console of a passenger
car, wherein the casing of the fixture element is closed by

means of a roller blind;

Figure 2 is a section of the middle console according to
Figure 1, with the roller blind open and the support in the
first setting, viewed from above at an incline;

Figure 3 is a spatial view of the section of the middle
console shown on Figure 2, viewed from the side at an

incline;

Figure 4 is the section of the middle console shown on
Figure 3, with the support in an intermediate setting,

viewed from the side at an incline; and

Figure 5 is the section of the middle console shown on
Figures 3 and 4, in the completely folded setting of the

support, viewed from the side at an incline.

Depicted is a section of a middle console 1 with a
horizontally sliding roller blind 2 located above the



fixture element 3 according to the invention mounted in the
middle console 1. The roller blind 2 covers the opening 4
of the casing 5 of the fixture element 3 in the setting
shown on Figure 1; the roller blind 2 is not shown on

Figures 2 to 5.

The fixture element 3 is designed as a module, and hence
can be inserted into an opening in the middle console 1
depending on how the vehicle is outfitted. The casing S5 of
the fixture element 3 is box-shaped, with a front face wall
6 extending perpendicular to the floor 9 of the casing, a
rear face wall 22 extending at an angle of roughly 110°
relative to the floor 9, and also lateral walls 7 and 8
arranged perpendicular to the front face wall 6, which

connect the two face walls 6 and 22.

A hinged support 23 is arranged inside the casing 5, and
here formed by two lamellar support sections 10 and 1l. The
support section 11 can be pivoted around an axis 24
situated in the rear lateral wall 22. This axis 24 is
arranged parallel to the floor 9, and located slightly
under half the height of the casing 5. The end of the
support section 11 facing away from the axis 24 is pivoted
with the other support section 10 by means of another axis
25. As opposed to the axis 24 arranged in the upper area of
the support section 11, the pivoting axis 25 is situated
between the two support sections 10 and 11 in the lower
area of the support sections 10 and 11 in relation to their
extended arrangement corresponding to the first setting of
the support 23. In this first, horizontal setting of the
support 23 arranged parallel to the floor 9, the end area
of the support section 10 facing away from the axis 25
abuts a stop 26 of the front face wall 6. In this setting,
the facing front surfaces of the support sections 10 and 11
come into contact above the axis 25, so that this extended
setting of the support 23 represents its lower end setting.



The support 23 can be folded by toggling into the end
setting also shown on Figure 5 via the intermediate setting
illustrated on Figure 4. In this end setting corresponding
to the second setting of the support 23, the support
section 11 abuts the rear face wall 22, and the support
section 10 is folded against the support section 11. 1In
this second setting, the axis 25 is positioned slightly
below the roller blind 2.

The support 23 can be folded especially easily if in
particular the support section 10 exhibits a recess 27 open
toward its free end, through which this support section 10
can be grasped and in particular moved from the first
setting to the second setting of the support 23. The
support 23 is moved from the second setting to the first
setting either manually, or latching means are provided to
fix the support 23 in its second setting, keeping the
support 23 in this position prestressed by a spring,
wherein the support 23 is moved to its first setting by
force of the spring during manual release of the latching

mechanism.

The casing 5 exhibits an upper frame 28, which can be
clamped with the casing section that exhibits the floor 9
and walls 6, 7, 8 and 22 of the casing 5. The frame 28
accommodates several lateral clamping elements 29, which
extend parallel to the floor 9, and project into the clear
space of the frame 28. These clamping elements 29 are lip-
shaped and elastic. As a consequence, these clamping
elements 29 can reliably hold one or more receptacles in

the fixture element 3.
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1.

CLAIMS
A fixture element (3), in particular for motor
vehicles, with an wupwardly open casing (5) for

accommodating at least one receptacle, wherein the
casing (5) exhibits a floor (9) and at least one
lateral clamping element (29), wherein the casing (5)
incorporates at least one hinged support (23), which
is parallel and spaced apart from the floor (9) in a
first latchable setting, as well as essentially
perpendicular to the floor (9) in a second setting,
and wherein the respective clamping element (29) is
further arranged above the support (23) relative to
its first setting, according to German Patent
(Reference No. 10 2007 061 203.8), characterized in
that the hinged support (23) can be pivoted around an
axis (24) mounted in the casing (5), wherein this
support (23) exhibits two support sections (10, 11)
interconnected so that they can pivot around an axis
(25) situated parallel to the casing axis (24),
wherein the two support sections (10, 11) are folded
toward each other when the support (23) is moved from
the first setting to the second setting.

The fixture element according to claim 1,
characterized in that the two support sections (10,
11) abut each other flatly in the second setting of
the support (23).

The fixture element according to claim 1 or 2,
characterized in that the support section (11) pivoted
in the casing (5) swivels by an angle of up to 120° in
the second setting of the support (23) relative to the
position of this support section (11) in the first
setting of the support (23).



The fixture element according to one of claims 1 to 3,
characterized in that the pivoting axis (25) of the
two support sections (10, 11) in the second setting of
the support (23) 1is spaced a greater distance away
from the floor (9) than in the first setting of the
support (23).

The fixture element according to one of claims 1 to 4,
characterized in that the two support sections (10,
11) are identical in design except for how the one

support section (11) is mounted in the casing (5).

The fixture element according to one of claims 1 to 5,
characterized in that the casing (5) exhibits a face
wall (22), and the support (23) is folded against this
face wall (22) in its second setting.

The fixture element according to one of claims 1 to 6,
characterized in that the support (22) is latched in
its second setting against the force applied by a

spring.

The fixture element according to one of claims 1 to 7,
characterized in that at least one of the support
sections (11) exhibits a recess (27) open toward the
pivoting axis (25) of the two support sections (10,
11), in particular that the support section (11)

pivoted in the casing (5) exhibits a recess (27).

The fixture element according to one of claims 1 to 8,
characterized in that the casing (5) exhibits an upper
frame (28), in particular an upper frame (28) that can
be clamped with the casing section exhibiting the
floor (9), face walls (6, 22) and lateral walls (7, 8)
of the casing (5).



10.

10

The fixture element according

characterized in that the frame

at least one lateral clamping

particular the clamping element

(28),

(29),

to claim 9,
which exhibits

element (29), in

is elastic.
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