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Patented Sept. 21, 1948 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 
. . . . . . . . : ... " 2,449,718 ; : . . . . . 

SNATCH BLoCK 
Charles H. Rue, Fargo, N. Dak. at , , , , 

Application October 29, 1945, serial No. 625,222 
...' ...'. 2 Claims. (CI. 254-194) 

In the stringing of overhead wires for power 
lines it is necessary to stretch or, as it is com 
monly termed, 'sag' the wires to take the slack 
out of them before they are permanently fastened 
to the insulating hangers. This is usually done 
by Suspending the wires or cables from sheaves 
of snatch blocks so that sagging of the wire to 
take out the slack may be readily done, with the 
Wires traversing the snatch blocks disposed at 
Successive insulating hangers, the readily rotat 
able sheaves of the snatch blocks permitting the 
Wires to be stretched without undue friction or drag. 
Under present practices it is customary to sus 

pend Snatch blocks of the ordinary hook-suspen 
Sion type by means of chains from successive in 
Sulator supporting cross-bars, which operation 
is cumbersome, in that the linesman must place 
the chains on cross-bars; secure the snatch 
blocks to the bars in proper relation to the in 
Sulators, and, after sagging has been done, snatch 
block and chain must be removed and the wire 
or cable Secured to the insulator. 
The present invention has for its purpose the 

provision of a Snatch block so constructed and 
arranged that it may be readily and quickly en 
gaged with and disengaged from the usual in 
Sulator Support, and the necessity of extraneous 
Supporting means to hold the block in proper 
position for handling the wires to take out slack 
is done away with. 

In the drawings herewith, which form part of 
this disclosure, and in the description which foll 
lows, one physical embodiment of the invention 
is set forth, but this is illustrative and not limit 
ing, as the invention may be worked out in other 
and equivalent ways. In the claims appended 
to the Specification the invention is defined with particularity. 

In the drawings: 
Figure i is a view in side elevation of a snatch 

block embodying the invention, an insulator 
hanger being indicated in dotted lines. 

Figure 2 is a view in end elevation of the snatch 
block, a hanger button being indicated in dotted lines. 

Figure 3 is a view in section substantially on the 
line 3-3 of Figure 1. 

Figure 4 shows a hanger button which is en 
gaged by the snatch block. 

Figure 5 is a plan view of the button engaging 
bail of the block. 

Referring to the drawings by numbers, the 
Same numbers designating the same parts in the 
Several views, the snatch block frame O may be 
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substantially. U-shaped and of any suitable con 
struction. The frame has the spindle mounted 
therein on which is mounted the sheave 2, 
grooved to receive a wire or cable. 
Mounted on the frame O is a bail 3, said bail 

being preferably pivoted at 4 to one of the limbs 
of the frame 0. The other end of the bail 3 
is shorter. So as to provide an entrance for the 
Wire and permit it to be brought into engagement 
with the sheave 2. The entrance or side open 
ing to the bail will be closed by a link 6, pivoted 
at 7 to the short limb of the bail and adapted to 
engage a hook formation 8 on the other limb 
of the frame 0. This makes a complete closure 
of the bail so as to maintain the wire in place, 
and provides a balanced support for the Snatch 
block to ensure its suspension in straight, undis torted position. 
The Snatch block constructed as above set forth 

is designed to be hung from an insulator hanger 
to permit the stringing and sagging of the wires, 
and as one convenient means of effecting this 
Suspension the bail 3 is provided with a slot, in 
its vertical and horizontal limbs. The slot is 
Substantially T-shaped, having a relatively wide 
Section 9 in the vertical limb through which the 
hanger button. 20, shown in dotted lines, will pass, 
and a narrow section 2, which, as shown in 
Figures 1 and 2, overlies the button 20 and sup 
ports the block. The horizontal limb of the bail 
3 may, if desired, have a pocket or seat 22 
formed on its under surface to receive and center 
the button 20 and guard against accidental slip 
ping of the engaged parts. 
Such variations in the structure and assembly 

here disclosed as involve only the exercise of 
mechanical skill and fall within the range of the 
appended claims are to be regarded as within the 
purview of the invention. 

I claim: 
1. A Snatch block for stringing wires comprising 

a frame, a Wire supporting sheave rotatably 
mounted in said frame, a bail of substantially in 
verted U-shape having vertical side limbs con 
nected by a transverse limb, one of the vertical 
limbs being longer than the other vertical limb, 
means pivotally connecting the longer limb to 
the frame, the shorter vertical limb being spaced 
from the frame to provide an open side to per 
nit a Wire to engage said sheave, and a link 
pivoted on the Short vertical limb of the bail be 
low the transverse limb and engageable with said 
frame to close the open side of the bail, said bail 
having a Substantially T-shaped slot, said slot 
being formed with a wide section in the short 

  

  

  

  



3 
vertical limb and a narrow Section in the trans 
verse limb for detachably connecting an in 
Sulator hanger button to the snatch block to 
Support the same, the parts being constructed 
and arranged so that the Snatch block can be de 
tachably connected to the hanger button without 
interfering With the connection of the link Witil 
the bail. 

2. A Snatch block...for, stringing wires, compris 
ing a frame, a wire supporting sheave rotatably 
mounted in said frame, a bail of substantially in 
verted U-shape having vertical side limbs con 
nected by a transverse limb, one of the vertical 
limbs being longer than the other vertical: limb, 
means pivotally connecting the longer limb to. 
the frame, the shorter vertical limb being spaced 
from the frame to provide an open side to permit 
a wire to engage said sheave, and a link pivoted 
On the short vertical limb of the bail below the 
transverse limb and engageable with said frame 
to close the open side of the bail, said bail having 
a substantially T-shaped slot, said slot being 
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formed with a wide section in the short vertical 
limb and a narrow section in the transverse limb 
for detachably connecting an insulator hanger 
button to the Snatch block to support the same, 
the underside of the narrow slot section having 
a pocket for receiving the hanger button to pre 
vent Slipping and disengagement of the parts, the 
parts being constructed and arranged so that the 
snatch.block can be detachably, connected to the 
hanger button without interfering with the con 
nection of the link with the bail. 

CHARLES H. R.U.E., 
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