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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, HENRY D. CAPITAIN, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Chicago, in the county of Cook and State 

5 of Illinois, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Hand-Bags for 
Physicians and Surgeons, of which the fol 
lowing is a full, clear, and exact specifi 
cation. 
This invention relates to that class of hand 

bags for physicians and surgeons adapted 
to carry not only the surgical instruments 
which the Surgeon is liable to need while 
visiting his various patients, but also a 

0. 

15 limited quantity of antiseptics or other 
medicinal supplies, bandages, etc., and it has 
especial reference to that class of these hand 
bags provided with means whereby the 
surgical instruments may be sterilized and 

20 retained in the sterilizing compartment free 
from contamination by the other articles 
which the surgeon or physician may see fit 
to deposit in the bag. 
The quantity of material and instruments 

25 which the surgeon or physician is liable 
to require varies, of course, from time to 
time with the character of the case in which 
he happens to be engaged, and to the end 
that the bag may not be unduly large at 

30 times when only a small quantity of instrut 
ments or material is to be carried, and yet 
sufficiently large at other times to accom 
modate the maximum amount, the inven 
tion has for its primary object to provide an 

35 improved and efficient form of Surgeon's or 
physician's handbag containing a sterilizing 
compartment which shall be expansible to 
accommodate additional material or articles. 
Another object of the invention is to pro 

vide an article of the described character 
which shall have both an expansible outer 
case or bag, and an expansible sterilizing 
compartment, so that the sterilizing com 
partment may be expanded to accommodate 

40 

45 
ments, and the outer case or bag will expand 
proportionately, or the bag alone may be 
expanded independently of the sterilizing 
compartment to allow for the introduction 
of a varying quantity of material placed in 
the bag outside of the sterilizing compart 
ment without expanding the sterilizing com 
partment. 
With these ends in view, the invention 

55 consists in certain features of novelty in the 
construction, combination and arrangement 
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the varying quantity or number of instru 
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of parts by which the said objects, and cer 
tain other objects hereinafter appearing are 
accomplished, all as fully shown in the ac 
companying drawings, described in the fol 
lowing specification, and particularly pointed 
out in the appended claim. - 

In the said drawings-Figure 1 is a verti 
cal, longitudinal section of a surgeon's or 
physician's hand bag embodying this in 
vention. Fig. 2 is a cross section on the 
line 2—2 of Fig.1 Figs. 3 and 4 are per 
spective views of the top and body respec 
tively of the sterilizing compartment. 
The Outer case or bag proper comprises 

tWo main members, a, bottom and inner mem 
ber 1, and an outer and top member 2. The 
bottom member 1 is in the form of a rectan 
gular box with an open top, while the top 
member is in the form of an inverted box 
With an open bottom telescoped with the 
member 1. The top and outer member 2, 
however, is preferably formed with hinged 
lids 3, 4, provided, if desired, with a suitable 
clasp and lock 5, whereby access to the in 
terior may be readily gained without pulling 
the telescoped members 1 and 2 apart. When 
the telescoped members 1, 2, are together, 
and the bag is in carrying condition, the two 
members are firmly bound against relative 
displacement by straps 5 which pass com 
pletely around the bag and are attached to 
the bottom member only by any suitable 
means, such as keepers 6, so that the top 
member may be readily raised and lowered 
With relation to the bottom member, as the 
quantity of the material in the bag varies, 
or may be readily lifted out of telescoped 
????? With the bottom member when de 
Sl’EO. 

Arranged within the bottom member 1 is 
a sterilizing compartment which, when in the 
condition of its smallest capacity, preferably 
completely fills the bottom member. This 
sterilizing compartment as clearly shown in 
Figs. 3 and 4, consists of a box. 7 preferably 
composed of metal, so that its contents may 
be heated, and to that end the box may be provided with folding legs 8 whereby an 
alcohol lamp or other heater may be placed 
thereunder, the box constituting one member 
of the sterilizing compartment, while the 
other member is constituted by a lid 9 which 
fits over and telescopes with the box or body 
portion 7, and possesses considerable depth, 
so as to allow for a wide degree of expansion 
to accommodate a widely varying number 
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or quantity of instruments or material. t 
is of course understood that with this same 
element, which has been called a sterilizing 
compartment in the specification as a con 
venient means of designation, may be util 
ized by the physician in any other way, such, 
for example, as merely a carrying compart 
ment for his instruments, or as a pan or re 
ceptacle in which to disinfect the instru- | O 

i ment constituted by the top of the sterilizing ments by any desired method. 
Within the body portion 7 of the steriliz 

the bag member 2. Should it be desired to 
gain access to the sterilizing compartment 

or material may be placed, the tray being without permitting the articles in the ordi 
nary carrying compartment above to fall 
out, the object may be accomplished by open 

If || 
through the material or articles resting on 
top of the sterilizing compartment and 

ing compartment may be arranged a per 
forated tray 10 upon which the instruments 
provided with handles 11 whereby its con 
tents may be lifted out of the sterilizing 
compartment without being touched. 
desired, a number of bottles 12 may be car 
ried within the sterilizing compartment on 
top of the tray 10 by means of a removable 
holder 13 detachably held in the compart 
ment by clips or guides 14 at the ends of 

the handle, said bag member and its con the body 7, and having individual clips 15 
for the various bottles 12, so that when the 
sterilizing compartment is to be used for 
sterilizing the instruments, the tray of bot 
tles may be lifted out temporarily to permit 
the tray 10 to be removed with the instru 
ments, sufficient play being allowed at the 
sides of the tray 10 to permit the tray to pass 
the clips 14 which hold the bottle holder 13. 
With an apparatus thus constructed, it 

will be seen that if the instruments or mate 
rial to be carried by the physician or sur 
geon do not exceed the capacity of the ster 
ilizing compartment, all of the same may be 
placed in said compartment and the entire 
apparatus collapsed to its minimum size, as 
shown in cross section in Fig. 2, but should 
it be desired to carry some articles or mate 
rial which the surgeon does not wish to place 
in the sterilizing compartment for fear the 
instruments might be contaminated thereby, 
and for the further reason that it is not con 
venient to open the sterilizing compartment 
as it may be desired from time to time to 
put something into the bag or remove some 
thing therefrom, such additional articles or 
material may be placed on top of the steriliz 
ing compartment and the outer casing or bag 
members 1 and 2 expanded accordingly, and 
only sufficiently to accommodate such arti 
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cles; the bag member 2 being provided with 
the hinged lids, ready access is afforded to 
the bag without pulling the telescoped sec 
tions entirely apart, which would of course 
in some cases allow small articles to fall otat. 
Thus it will be seen that two independently 
expansible compartments are provided, one 
being the sterilizing compartment and the 
other being the ordinary carrying compart 

compartment and the side walls and top of 

ing the top of the bag and reaching down 

grasping a handle 16 on said top and then 
by lifting the bag member 2 by means of 
said handle, or at least while holding on to 
tents together with the lid or top 9 of the 
sterilizing compartment may be removed 
from the lower members. 
What I claim is: 
A physician's and surgeon's hand bag 

comprising a bottom member, a top member 
into which the bottom member is slidable, 
the top member being formed with lids 
hinged at the sides to uncover the inside of 
the bottom member, the latter remaining in 
position within the top member, and a steril 
izing compartment formed by two telescopic 
members disposed within the said bottom 
member, the top member of the said com 
partment forming the bottom of a second 
compartment within the bag, the said ster 
ilizing compartment members being remov 
able from the top 
through the top when the top and bottom 
members are retained in the same relative 
position. 

In testimony whereof I have signed my 
name to this specification, in the presence 
of two subscribing witnesses, on this 10th 
day of June, A. D. 1909. 

HENRY D. CAPITAIN. 
Witnesses: 

CHARLES H. SEEMI, 
FRANCIS A. HoPKINs. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D. C.’ 
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