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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CHARLES E. FORD, a
eitizen of the United States,and a resident of
Cincinnati, Hamilton county, State of Ohio,

5 haveinvented newand useful Improvements

in Adjustable Rein-Supports; and I do de-
clare the following to be a full, clear, and exact
description of the invention, such as will en-
able others skilled in the art to which it ap-

10 pertains to make and use thesame, attention

being called to the accompanying drawings,
with the reference-numerals marked thereon,
which form a part of this specification.

This invention relates to improvements in

15 devices used for the purpose of supporting

the reins whereby horses while pulling ve-
hicles, are managed and guided. Such sup-
port is desirable for the purpose of holding
upthe linestoprevent entanglement with the

20 horse’s tail whieh is the source of many acci-

dents. ’

The object of thisinvention is to havesuch
a support constructed and held in position
in a manner that it in no way interferes with

25 the management of the reins permitting al-

ways a pull in a straight line by adjusting
itself to the position of the reins.

In the following specification and particu-
larly pointed out in the claims, is found a

3o full description of my invention, its opera-

. tion, parts and construction, the latter being
illustrated in the aceompanying drawings, in
which— )

Figure 1, shows in a perspective view the

35 deviceasitappears when attached in position

toavehicle. Fig. 2, is a detached, enlarged
elevation of the same partly in section. Fig.
3, is a detached, enlarged perspective view
showing a modified construction.

40 6, is the rein-holder proper, consisting sub-

stantially of a loop through which the reins
7 pass and which is carried by standard 8,
resting in a socket 9. 'This loop is partly
open in its upper part, to permit. quick and

" 45 convenient insertion or removal of the reins.

From the lower end of the socket 9 depends
“a sleeve 10, through which a post 11, passes

screw 13. In order to facilitate the manage-
‘ment of the reins as much as possible, this

standard should be capable of yielding later- 535

ally in all directions, so that for instance in
turning, loop 6 is capable to follow the reins

sidewise and permits them to still passin a di- .

rect line to the horse, instead of assuming a

broken line by reason of being deflected by 6o A
Such lateral yield is

a rigid rein-support. v
provided by making standard 8 elastic ‘and
such elasticity may be obtained either by the
selection of the proper material, or by con-

structive means, or by a combination of both.. 65 -
. Thus for instance either steel-wire or rubber,

or a combination of both may be used. The
form I prefer however is wire in shape of a
coil spring, as shown, of sufficient size to sup-

port the weight of the reinsand by reasonof 70

its construction yielding in every conceiv-
able.direction which may occur. In thiscase
the loop is formed out of the material of the
standard and the wire is bent out to oneside

first, to form one half of the loop and then it is 75

returned and bent out to the other side to form
the other half of the loop. The end of the
wire is turned into the upper end of the coil
where it is held by a plug 14, When desir-

able an anti-frietion roller 15, upon which the 8o

the reins rest, may be inserted before the loop
is completed, being supported on that part of
the wire which passes from one end of the
loop to theother and in the lower part thereof

as shown in Fig. 3. 85

The lower end of post 11, forms one part
17 of a clamp, the other part 18, sliding on-
the post, whereby the whole deviee is fix-

‘edly held in position on a suitable place at
Part 18 is adjusted to the go

the vehicle gear.
proper height and held in place by a set-screw
19. 20 is an additional set-screw to assist the
retention of the device.
be modified to meet the shape of the parts to

which the device is to be attached, as well as g5

post 11, the lower end of which may be bent
in either direction to meet parts of the vehicle
either in front, or below and rearwardly of

the dash-board to secure the device to.

These means may -

on which by means of a set-screw 12, socket
9 is adjustably held and whereby the height
50 of loop € may be regulated so asto be at a
proper distance above the body of the horse.
Standard 8 is held within socket 9 by a set-

As will be readily seen the reins are always 100
held above the body of the horse while by -
reason of the elastic standard the rein-holder ’
continually adjusts itself to their position to
permit them to be kept taut always passing
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in a straight direction from the driver to the
head of the horse. :

Having described my invention, I claim as
new——

1. In arein-support,the combination of the
open loop 6, adapted to receive and retain
the reins, an upright coil-spring which sup-
ports the same and a socket within which the

lower end of thecoil-spring rests and which is.

adapted to be rigidly secured to the vehicle.

2. In an adjustable rein-support, the com-
bination of the open loop 6, adapted to re-
ceive and retain the reins, a resilient stand-
ard which earries the loop, a socket 9 in
which the standard rests, a post 11 to which

“socket 9 is adjustably secured and means

20

25

whereby post 11 is rigidly held in position on
the vehicle. ‘
8. Inarein-support, thecombination of the
.open loop 6, adapted to receive and retain
the reins, an upright coil-spring which sup-
ports the loop and a post which carries the
coil-spring and which isadapted to be rigidly
secured to the vehicle.

4. In an adjustable rein-support, the com-
bination of the open loop 6, a coil-spring
which carries it, a socket 9, in which the lat-
ter rests, a post 11, to which socket 9 is ad-

justably secured and-means whereby post 11
is held in position on the vehiele.

5. In an adjustable rein-support, the com-
bination of an open wire-loop 6, a standard
for it formed by a coil-spring, a plug 14, in
the upper end of the coil-spring, tosecurethe
free end of the wire of the loop and means
whereby the standard is supported on the
vehiecle.

6. In an adjustable rein-support, the com-
bination of the open loop 6, an anti-friction
roller 15, carried by it in the- lower part of
the same, a resilient standard which cearries
the loop and means whereby the standard is
secured to the vehicle. .

7. In a rein-support the combination of a
standard consisting of coil-spring, an open
loop 6, at the upper end thereof, an anti-
friction roller 15, at the lower part of the loop
and means whereby the lower end of the
spring standard is secured to the vehicle.

Intestimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

CHARLES E. FORD.

Witnesses:
C. SPENGEL,
WM. KRAMER.
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