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4-Claims.

This invention relates to a mnovel, practical,
economical and.especially, useful picnic.and util-
ity table made up of separable parts which are
very qulckly and readily connected together to
prov1de a table when wanted, and are as. easily
separated and. disassembled, the part which pro-
vides the top of the table being foldable into a
case, within which the other parts of the table
are enclosed and carried.. Thus when not in use;
the table m its, knocked. down and dlsassembled

condltlon occupies. little. space .and is as readily

handled like a smtcase and may be carried as
such in .a trunk of an automobile or otherwise
for readiness for use whenever wanted.

It is-an obJect and purpose of the present
mventlon to: prov1de a, table structure. of the type
descrlbed which is. sturdy, almost instantly as-
sembled or disassembled without the. use of tools,
and - which when connected together in its assem-
bled form provides a ‘table which may be used
at picnics, for example, and also in many other
ways, and Which is produced and marketed at
low cost,

An understanding of the invention may be had
from the following description, taken in connec-
tion with the accompanying drawings, in which

F1g 1 ds:a plan view of the assembled table
when 1ti is set:up for use.

Flg 2 is.a fragmenta,ry enlarged perspective
view showing the method of ‘attachment of the
supporting legs to extend downwardly from one
side of parallel horizontal end bars, and also the
manner of support of the table top, the support-
ing means of which detachably connected to said
end bars and extends upwardly therefrom.

PFig. 3 is a transverse vertical section through
the assembled table.

Fig. 4 is a perspective view showing the several
elements or parts of the table separated from
each other, and located generally in the relative

positions which they have when in assembled
" relation, and

Fig. 5 is a perspective view of the table struc-
ture disassembled and in a suitcase form for
carrying.

Like reference characters refer to like parts
in the different figures of the drawings.

In a table structure as disclosed in the draw-
ing, four legs { of flat wood material, preferably,
are provided. All are of the same height and
each at its upper end is vertically slotted mid-
way between its side edges downwardly for a
distance, with one of the parts which will be
at the outer side of each slot in the assembled
table extending upwardly a distance farther than
the other part as indicated at 8.
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Such vertical legs are designed for detachable
connection close. to.the ends. of two spa,ced apart
horizontal end bars 4. Each of the end bars at
its outer side, and near-each end, has a vertical
groove 5 cut therein whereby the legs 1 are at~

. tached to the bars 4 at said.grooves by inserting
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the bars 4 downwardly in the slots 2, whieh are
of a width substantially the same as the thick-
ness of the bars 4 at the bottoms of the.grooves
5.. In such an attachment the longer upwardly

. projecting parts 3 extend a short distance .above
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the upper edges of the bars 4, while the shorter
parts at the opposite sides of ‘the slots 2 are sub-
stantially flush with the upber edges of the bars
4. Each of said bars-4 at its inner side. has two
similar. vertical grooves 6.cut therein, spaced in-
wardly. from the outer grooves 5 substantlally
equal -distances.

After the bars,4 have.had the legs: 1 connected.
thereto horizontal seat boards T are. put in place.
"There are-two of such boards and each near eéach
end, midway between its:side edges; has a re¢tan~
gular opening 8 .therethrough of the proper
dimensions. to, receive the projecting upper ends
of -the parts 3 of the-legs. This spaces the end
bars 4:from each other and holds them in spaced
relation with the legs I, bars 4 and seat boards T
securely. but releasably held .in place.

The bars-4 serve-to:support upwardly extéhds
ing vertical legs 9, four in number, each of which
at its lower end is vertically slotted as at 10, for
connection with the bars 4 at the grooves 6, the
lower ends of the vertical legs 9 preferably being
substantially flush with the lower edges of the
end bars 4, When connected in place the sup-
ports 9 interlocked with said end bars 4 are ver-
tically located and substantially rigid.

Upon the upper ends of the vertical legs 9 the
top of the table is placed. It includes two sec~
tions 1 which in use are in a horizontal plane
each of which at eéach longitudinal edge has a
flange 12 and at each end a flange 3. The two
table sections are located side by side with two
of the side flanges 12 in contact with each other,
which adjacent flanges are hingedly connected
together as shown at 14 in Fig. 3.

The table top may be folded, as shown in Fig.
5, to form an enclosed case which may be carried
by handles 16 connected to the outer longitudinal
side flanges 12, and which outer flanges may also
have suitable fasteners of the type used with a
suitcase mounted thereon (see Fig. 5).

The top in its unfolded condition (Figs. 1,3
and 4) rests upon the upper ends of the legs L
which at their outer vertical edges may come
immediately within the downwardly extending -
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end flanges {3 to maintain the top against sub-
stantial endwise displacement. Also the top (Fig.
3) is incapable of substantial lateral displace-
ment when placed upon the vertical legs 9, with
the upper ends of said legs bearing against the
undersides of the horizontal sections 1l of the
top, and located within the depending side and
end flanges 12 and {3.

In the knocked-down or dlsassembled condi-
tion, the legs | and 9, the bars # and the seab
boards T are placed within the case provided by
the top of the table so that all of the parts neces-
sary for the table are included in the structure
shown in Fig. 5, Whenever the table is to be set
up the case shown in Fig. 5 is opened and the

parts assembled as described. - The longitudinal-
edges of the top (Figs. 1, 3 and 4) are located

inwardly of the inner edges of the seat board 1.
Those using the table may sit upon the boards 7
at opposite sides of the top as is evident.’

- The structure is very practical and useful and
readily manufactured at low cost, Its assembly
and disassembly is performed without the use
of tools. The invention is defined in the ap-
pended claims and is to be considered compre-
hensive of all forms of structure coming within
their scope.

I claim:

1. In a structure of the class described, four
corner supporting legs, each adapted to be ver-
tically positioned and each being vertically slot-
ted at its upper end portion, each leg at one side
of the slot extending a short distance above the
other side thereof, horizontal bars, two in num-
ber, vertically grooved in g side thereof near each
énd adapted to connect with the upper ends of
said supporting legs by interlocking therewith at
said: grooved end portions, each bar connecting
with two of said legs, horizontal seat boards each
hsving an opening therein near each end thereof
adapted to extend between and across the end
porticns of said horizontal bars, said openings
teceiving the projecting upper end portions of
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locating over and resting upon the upper ends of
said additional vertical legs.

2. A structure as defined in claim 1, said hori-
zontal bars each having two additional spaced
apart vertical grooves in a side theerof and each
of said additional legs being vertically slotted at
its lower end portion for detachable connection
with said horizontal bars at said addltlonal ver-
tical grooves therein.

3. A structure as defined in claim 1, said top
comprising two rectangular horizontal sections,
each at each side edge and at each end having
a downwardly extending flange secured thereto,
said top sections being located side by side with
two of the side flanges thereof alongside each
other, and means hingedly connecting said side by

. side side flanges of the top sections for folding into

a case, within which all of said vertical legs,
horizontal bars and seat boards are adapted to
be placed. i
4. A table structure of the class described com-
prising, four vertical corner legs, horizontal bars,
two in number, having slotted interlocking and
interengaging means adjacent the ends of said
horizontal bars and the upper ends of said sub-
porting legs for detachably connecting two of
said supporting legs to each of said horizontal
bars, seat boards, two in number having means

" adjacent each end thereof for detachable con-
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said supporting legs to interlock therewith, addi- « -

tional vertical supporting legs, four in number,
having means for detachable connection with
said horizontal bars, two on each bar at spaced
positions thereon, and a horizontal table top for

nection with the upper ends of two of said sup~
porting legs, a horizontal table top, and detach-
able vertical supports, four in number having
slotted means for detachable connection thereof
at their lower ends to said horizontal bars at
spaced apart portions in the length thereof, upon
and against the upper ends of which said hori-
zontal top is adapted to be positioned.
ERNEST ALVAH BOWER
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