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w To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, GEORGE EI. CHINNOCK, 

of Brooklyn, in the county of Kings and State 
of New York, have invented certain Improve 
ments in Combined Slates and Desks, of 
which the following is a specification: 
This invention relates to that class of edu 

cational appliances in which a slate is so com 
bined with lesson tablet or tablets and a sup 
porting-desk, that the tablets are held in the 
most convenient relation with the slate, and 
both slate and tablet are supported by the 
desk. 
The invention comprises, first, a novel com 

bination of grooves and holding ledges or 
shoulders, provided to the desk, with a de 
tachable slate and a detachable tablet or 
tablets, whereby the slate is not only itself 
held in proper position, but whereby the said 
slate is caused to retain the tablet in its place, 
thereby providing a simple, cheap, conven 
ient, and easily - manufactured article of the 
class specified. 

Figure 1 is a plan view of a combined slate 
and desk made according tomy invention. Fig. 
2 is a vertical sectional view of the same taken 
in the linea of Fig. 1, and Fig. 3 is a vertical 
sectional view of the same taken in the line y 
of Fig. 1-that is to say, in a plane at right 
angles to Fig. 2. 
A is the desk, made of wood or other suita 

ble material, and with its top of the ordinary 
or any preferred slope. This top is covered 
by the slate Band the tablet C, which are pro 
vided as follows: Upon the back of the top of 
the desk A is a rim, a, the end portions of 
which (that is to say, the portions at the sides 
or lateral edges of the desk A) are grooved in 
their inner surfaces, as shown at al. These 
grooves a form guides for the tablet C, the 
ends of the tablet being thrust into the grooves 
a', as represented in Fig. 2, while the rear 
edge of said tablet rests against the back part 
b' of the rim a, which thus forms a stop to hold 

shown in Fig. 1. The slate B is placed upon 
the top of the desk in front of the tablet C, 
and between the ledge c and the ledges a', as 
represented in said Fig. 1. 
From this it will be seen that the ledges or 

shoulders c and a' retain the slate B in place 
upon the desk, while the slate, being in front 
of the tablet C, prevents the same from slip 
ping forward out of the grooves or guides a, 
the tablet being thus securely held in place. 
The shoulders or ledges a' should be of 

curved contour, as indicated in Fig.1, in or 
der to lap around the roundled corners l of 
the slate B, thereby preventing lateral as well 
as backward and forward movement of the 
slate. 
The slate B has the framed, and this frame 

being against the front edge of the tablet C, 
and rising above the surface of the same, as 
well as above that of the slate itself, keeps 
the water, &c., used in Washing the slate, or, 
in other words, used in obliterating pencil 
marks thereon, from flowing or passing to the 
tablet C, to injure or deface the same. 
The upper surface of the tablet C is to be 

provided with figures, letters, words, pictures, 
or designs of any character desired for repro 
duction in pencil upon the slate by the hand 
of the pupil or person using the apparatus. 
By lifting the slate from the desk not only 

is easy access afforded to the interior of the 
latter, but the removal of said slate permits 
the withdrawal of the tablet C from its guides 
or grooves af, and its replacement by another 
bearing different letters, figures, &c. 
Any desired number of tablets may be pro 

vided and kept within the desk until required 
to be placed in the grooves or guides afore 
said in the actual use of the apparatus. 
What I claim as my invention is 
The desk A, constructed with the ledges or 

shoulders c a', and the rim a, provided with 
the grooves af, in combination with the slate 
B and tablet C, the whole combined for con the tablet from slipping or being pushed off joint use and operation substantially as set 

from the back of the desk. Upon the front 
of the desk A is a longitudinal ledge or shoul 
der, c. The forward ends a' of the rim a form, 
as it were, other ledges or shoulders, the po 
sition of which, as concerns c, is maore plainly 

forth. 
- GEO. H. CHINNOCK, 

Witnesses: . 

H. WELLs, Jr., 
WM. A. J. TUNNEY. 

  


