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APPARATUS AND METHOD TO ALLOW RECORDING OF VOICE

MESSAGES BASED ON CALL RELATED INFORMATION

A voice messaging system includes pre-storage of a plurality of caller
information in an authorized caller/call information directory. Each entry in the
authorized caller/call information directory is associated with a respective
variable indicating whether or not that caller may record a voice message. If
the caller is not authorized to leave a voice message, the voice messaging
system remains on-hook. Alternatively, the voice messaging system may go
“off-hook” but play a special outgoing message to the unwanted caller. In an
alternative mode of operation, the authorized caller/call information directory
may contain the call information of those callers who the voice messaging
system will not allow to leave a voice message. All other callers may leave a
voice message. This allows a user to avoid the inconvenience of listening to

voice messages from undesired parties such as from a telemarketer or a

stalker.
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