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This invention relates to folding tables of the 
CrOSS-legged type, and it aims to improve tables 
Of this character with a view to adapting them 
for use as high or low Screens, as well as for the 

5 purposes of a table or stand, while at the same 
time providing an exceptionally sturdy and rigid 
construction. 
The nature of the invention will be readily 

underStood fron the following description when 
10 read in connection with the accompanying draw 

ing, and the novel features Will be particularly 
pointed out in the appended claims. 
In the dra Wing, 
Figure 1 is a side elevation of a table embody 

lö ing my invention and folded into a position to 
Serve as a high Screen; 

Fig. 2 is a rear elevation of the table folded to 
Serve as a low Screen, the IOWer ends of the legs 
being broken off; 

Fig. 3 is a side elevation of the table as shown 
in Fig. 2; 

Fig. 4 is a side elevation showing the table with 
the top Supported in a tilted or inclined position; 
and 

Fig. 5 is a side elevation showing the table used 
in the normal or Ordinary manner. 
The table shown comprises a top 11, preferably 

equipped with two parallel cleats 4-4. Secured to 
the lower side of said top. For the purpose of 

30 Supporting the table top two pairs of crossed 
legS 7 are proVided. One member of each pair 
of legs is pivoted at to the table, the two piv 
Otal points being located in the same axis. The 
other members of the two pairs of legs are not 

35 connected directly to the table but are pivoted 
On the ends of bent arns. Or links 5-5 at the 
opposite ends of a tie rod or rock shaft 3 which 
is supported partly in One of the cleats 4 and 
partly in a clip 19, Fig. 2, So that it can rock 

40 about an axis parallel to the axis of the pivots 
1-1. The axis of the tie rod or rock shaft is 
Spaced from the axis of Said pivots by a distance 
equal to the lengths of the links 5-5 SO that 
the pivot points of the four upper ends of the 

45 legs can all be brought into the same straight 
axial line. When the legs have been folded to 
position their upper ends in this manner, the 
table top can then be SWung into either the 
position. ShOW in Fig. or that illustrated in 

50 FigS. 2 and 3. Due to the fact that the axis on 
which the table SWings is located nuch closer to 
One edge of the table top than to the other, it can 
be made to Serve either as a high Screen or a 
low Screen, as desired. 
When the legs are Spread apart, as shown in 

20 

25 
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Fig. 5, the links Swing into positions approxi 
mately parallel with the table top, and the top 
then is supported in a horizontal position, as 
shown in said figure, where it serves the purposes 
of the ordinary table or stand. A spring actuated 60 
lock 10 inay be provided to cooperate With One 
of the links to secure the table in this position. 
In order to add stability and rigidity to the en 

tire assembly, as well as for simplicity in manu 
facture, the two pairs of legs are pivoted on Op 
posite ends of a pivot rod or shaft 17, and two 
diagonal braces 14-14 are Secured to the oppo 
site ends of this shaft just inside the legs. Each 
brace runs diagonally to the upper end of the 
inner leg opposite to the end of the shaft. On 
which it is secured. Consequently, this bracing 
arrangement does not interfere in any Way With 
the folding of the table, but the braces serve to 
give lateral stability to the table in all positions, 
Whether folded or open. This arrangement thus 
provides an exceedingly sturdy table of the 
folding type while at the same time facilitating 
the manufacturing operations. 
By pivoting a hook 12 to one of the pair of 

legs at One side of the table, and providing Suit 
ably spaced holes. 16, Fig. 4, in the other leg to 
receive the end of the hook, the spread of the 
legs may be SO adjusted as to hold the table top 
in an inclined position, as shown in Fig. 4. 

Having thus described my invention, what I 85 
desire to claim as new is: 

1. A folding table comprising a table top, two 
pairs of CrOSSed legs for Supporting said top, 
means for pivotally connecting the upper end of 
One member of each pair of legs to said table, 
two links pivoted to the upper ends of the other 
members, respectively, of each pair of legs and 
connecting them to the table at points lying in 
a common axis but spaced from the first men 
tioned pivotal connections by such a distance that 
both pairs of said legs can be folded to bring 
all of Said pivotal connections into line in a con 
mon axis, with two of Said legs disposed between 
the other two legs, a pivot rod common to both 
pairs of legs, and two braces extending diagonally 
from the opposite ends of said pivot rod to the 
Opposite upper ends of the inner members of Said 
pairs of legs. 

2. A folding table comprising a table top, two 
pairs of CrOSSed legs for Supporting Said top, 
means for pivotally connecting the upper end of 
One member of each pair of legs to said table, two 
links pivoted to the upper ends of the other 
members, respectively, of each pair of legs and 
connecting then to the table at points lying in 
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2. 
a common axis but spaced from the first men 
tioned pivotal connections by Such a distance that 
both pairs of Said legs can be folded to bring all 
of said pivotal connections into line in a cornmon 
axis, a pivot rod common to both pairs of legs 
With two of said legs disposed between the other 
two legs, a diagonal brace connected at One 
end to the upper end of one of the inner legs 
at a point adjacent to its pivotal connection. With 
the table and connected at its opposite end to 

1,942,603 
the other inner leg at a point adjacent to the 
end of said pivot rod, and a second diagonal 
brace crossing the other brace and connected to 
the upper end of the latter leg adjacent to its 
point of connection with one of Said links and 
running to the opposite inner leg at a point ad 
jacent to the pivotal connection of the latter leg 
with said pivot rod. 
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