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Be it known that I, Isax ANDERSON, a
citizen' of the United States, residing at
Evanston, in the county of Cook and State
of Tllinois, have invented certain new and
usful Improvements in Collapsible Garment-
Hangers, of which the following is a spécifi-
cation. :

The salient and leading object and pur-
pose of my invention is the production of a
garment hanger, such as will accommodate

.and support a coat, vest, pair of-trousers or

similar articles of wearing apparel, which
shall be collapsible into small compass for
use in traveling, which shall be strong and
prevented from folding up during use, and
which can be manufactured economically
from sheet metal. Co :
My improved device includes a-two-part
arch to hold in proper position and shape a
coat and vest, overcoat or the like, the pair
of parts thereof being hinged together by

1means of an offset leg of a sustaining hook

or loop which forms the pivot pin of the
arch hinge. To maintain this arch in ex-
panded or non-collapsible condition there is
provided a divided brace, the two portions

-of which are hinged together and to the
_parts of the arch near their free ends.

When in straightened condition this brace
besides acting to keep 'the arch expanded
into operative condition also affords sup-
porting means for a pair of trousers or the
like. When not in use the hanger may be
folded up into restricted or small compass
by bringing the two parts of the arch to-

~ gether turning on_their hinge, the brace at
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the same time collapsing to allow, folding
together, and the hook or stpporting loop
may be swung around $o as not to project

from the folded structure and needlessly oc-

cupy valuable space when the garment
hanger is packed in a satchel or trunk.

On the accompanying drawings.I have
illustrated a desirable and preferred embodi-

ment of my invention; and thereon like ref-

erence characters refer to the same parts
throughout the various views. '

Figure 1 is a face view of my improved
collapsible garment hanger in extended or

- operative condition; Fig. 2 is a ‘plan view
b, t=

of the same; Fig. 8 is similar to Fig. 2, cer-
tain parts being broken away to more clearly

illustrate the construction of the brace; Fig.

4 is a face view of the hanger in collapsed
or folded -condition; Fig. 5 is a’ fragmen-

tary side view of an inner end Portion of one
of the parts of the brace; Fig. 6 is a top
plan view of the structure shown in Fig. 5;
Iig. 7 is a fragmentary view showing the

- central portion of the division brace in par-

tially collapsed condition; and Fig. 8 1s a
fragmentary detailed illustration of the con-
nection between one end of the brace and
the arch, :
My hanger includes a coat supporting
arch formed of two parts 10 and 11, each
preferably made of sheet metal of arc or
semi-circular shape in cross-section, as is
clearly shown in Figs. 8 and 8. The inner
ends of the two parts 10 and 11 are crushed
or flattened to provide on the part 10 a
tongue 12. adapted to fit between parallel
ears 13 of the part 11. Both the tongue and
the ears are apertured and receive the offset
end 14 of a supporting hook or loop 15, the
end of the offset portion of the hook being
provided with a washer 16 and being heade

“over at 17 to maintain the parts together.

Tt will be readily understood from this de-
seription and the illustration that this por-
tion 14 of the hook forms the hinge or pivot
pin of the collapsible arch. Kach seetion
10 and 11, near its lower or free end, has a
pair of fingers or ears 18 which- are struck
out and bent inwardly from the section or
part of the arch, and which leave in the
Iatter the substantially semi-circular aper-
tures 19. Ceonnecting the two pairs of ears
18 of the areh is a sheet metal brace com-
posed of two parts 20 and 21 each of which
is substantially semi-circular in eress-sec-
tion. The outer ends of this braee are
somewhat flattened to provide a tongue 22
which may fit between and be pivoted to the
ears 18 by a pivot pin 23. At the center of
the brace the two sections 20 and 21 are
pivoted together, their adjoining ends each
being cut away to leave a longitudinally ex-
tended strip 24 of substantially quadrant
shape in cross-section. On the higher edge
of each strip 24 is a depending lug 25 pro-
vided with an aperture 26 and on each sec-
tion of the brace there is a depression 27
adapted to accommodate the end of the strip
or finger 24 of the other part of the brace
whereby when the brace is in straightened
condition its eurved surface is smooth. A
pivet pin 28 passing through the apertures
96 of ears or lugs 25 fastens the inner ends of
the two parts together, as will be readily un-
derstood from the illustration.
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When the hanger is in operative or non-

- collapsible condition it presents the appear-
- ance shown in Fig. 1, and it is to be under-
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stood that the arch composed of the parts10
and 11 forms a smooth curved surface adapt-

ed to fit within and properly support a vest .

and coat, or similar articles of wearing ap-
parel. The brace. when straightened, as
shown in Tig. 1, to hold apart the two sec-
tions of the arch, presents a smooth curved
surface over which may be hung a pair of
trousers or the like. There is no locking
means to hold the structure in operative
condition other than the straightened brace,
and to fold up the device it is merely neces-
sary to collapse the brace and arch bringing
the parts into the positions shown in Fig. 4,
it being understood that the sustaining hook
may also be swung around to overlie the
parts of the hanger. ‘Owing to the fact that
the members constituting the arch are hol-
low their interior affords spaces for the ac-
commodation of the parts of the collapsed
or folded up brace. o ‘
Since the important and larger elements
of this hanger are composed solely of sheet
metal, and since portions thereof may be

‘manipulated or bent up to provide parts of

the hinges it is evident that the structure

may be manufactured . economically, and |-

owing to the fact that the arch and brace are
curved in cross-section their' garment sup-
porting surfaces-are smooth and well adapt-

ed for the purpose in view, also the parts of

the brace may be partially nested or housed
in the parts of the arch in the folded condi-
tion of the hanger. '

Although I have described the details of-

my structure I wish to have it understood
that my invention is not strictly limited to

these details, and that the structure may be

. modified in minor mechanical features with-

45

-out departing from the substance of my

invention.
- I'claim: ,
'1. In a collapsible’ garment hanger, the

" combindtion of a garment supporting arch

composed of a pair of parts hinged together,

~ and a garment supporting brace pivoted at
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its opposite ends to said arch, said brace
consisting of a pair of parts hinged together,
the parts of said arch and brace being of
sheet metal of curved shape in cross-section,

the parts of said brace being adapted to be-

nested or housed in the parts of said arch in

the folded condition of said hanger, and the

space between said arch and brace being un-
obstructed whereby the garment may be
hung on said brace, substantially as de-
scribed. - S o

2. In a collapsible garment hanger, the

- combination of :a garment supporting arch

66

composed of a pair of parts hinged together,
a garment supporting brace pivoted at its
opposite ends to said arch, said brace con-

- ing the,hilage pin *o

920,240 . -

sisting of a pair of parts hinged together,

‘the parts of said arch and brace being of -

sheet metal of curved or arc-shape in cross-
section and means to support the hanger, a
portion of said supporting means forming

'l

also the hinge pivot of said arch, the space -

between said arch and ‘brace being unob-
structed whereby a garment may be hung on
said brace, substantially as described. . -

3. In a collapsible garment hanger, the

75

combination of an arch composed of a plu- -

rality of parts made -of sheet metal curved
or arc-shaped in cross-section and hinged
together, the hinged ends thereof being
crushed or flattened, said arch béing pro-
vided near each free end with one or more

- ears integral with and bent out of the plane

of the sheet metal of the arch, and a divided
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brace, the parts of said brace being of sheet -

metal curved or arc-shaped in cross-section
and hinged together, the ends of said brace-

‘being crushed of flattened and hinged to

said ears, the space between said arch and
brace being unobstructed whereby a gar-

.ment may be hung on said brace, the. parts

of said brace being adapted to be partially
nested or housed within the parts of said
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arch in the folded condition of the hanger,

substantially as described. .
4. In a collapsible garment.hanger, the
combination of an arch composed of parts
made of sheet metal curved or arc-shaped in
cross-section and hinged together, the hinged
ends thereof being crushed or flattened, said
arch being provided near each free end with

“one or more ears integral with and bent out

of the plane of the sheet metal of the arch, a
divided brace cousisting of two parts of
sheet metal curved or of arc-shape in cross-
section and hinged together, the ends of
said brace beéing crushed or flattened and
hinged to said ears, the space between “said
arch and brace being unobstructed whereby
a garment may be hung on said brace, and
a- supporting hook; a portion.thereof form-
i the arch hinge, the
parts of said brace being adapted to be par-
tially nested or housed within the parts of.
said arch in the folded condition of the

‘hanger, substantially as described.

5. In a collapsible garment hanger, the
combination of a.garment-supporting arch
composed of two parts hinged together, and
a .brace to maintain the parts of said arch
in extended condition, said brace consisting

hinged to said arch, each member having a

part adapted to overlie and fit in a depres-.

sion of the other member when the brace is
in straightened condition to limiit their turn-
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-of a pair of members hinged together and
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ing on their hinge and to provide a brace

with a smocth surface over which the gar-
ment may be hung, substantially as de-
seribed. ' g

6. Ina collapsible garment hanger, the 130
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combination of & garmenf-supporting arch

composed of two parts hinged together, each-
- part, being of sheet metal of curved or arc-

shape in cross-section, and a brace to main-

" tain the parts of said arch in extended con-

dition, said brace consisting of a pair of
members hinged together and hinged to said
arch, the members of said -brace being of

. sheet metal of curved or arc-shape in cross-
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section, each member of said brace having a

part adapted to overlie and fit in a depres-
sion of the other member when the dbrace is

* instraightened condition tolimit the turning
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. of said members on their hinge and to pro-

vide the brace with a smooth surface over
which a
as descri ‘

7. In a collapsible garment hanger, the
combination 6f a garment-supporting arch
composed of two parts hinged together, each

%:iment may be hung, substantially

part being of sheet metal of curved or arc- "

shape in cross-section, a_ brace to maintain
the parts of said arch in extended condition,

said brace consisting of a pair of members
hinged together and hinged to said arch, the

members of said brace being of sheet metal

of curved or arc-shape in cross-section, each
member of said'brace having a part adapted
to overlie and fit in a depression of the other
gart when the brace is 1n straightened con-
ition to limit the turning of said members
on their hinge and to provide the brace with
a smooth surface over which a garment may
be hung, and a supporting hook, a portion
thereof forming the hinge pin of the arch
hinge, substantially as described.
3 ~ ISAK ANDERSON.

Witnesses: -

Warrer M. FULLER,

Freperick C. GoODWIN.
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