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A. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER
IPC(7) A63B 63/08
USCL

273/317.3, 397, 402, 406; 473/480, 479, 485, 447, 433
According to International Patent Classification (IPC) or to both national classification and IPC

B. FIELDS SEARCHED

U.S. : 273/317.3, 397, 402, 406; 473/480, 479, 485, 447, 433
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C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT'

Category * Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages Relevant to claim No.

Y US 5,833,557 A (COLE) 10 November 1998 (10.11.1998), the entire document 1-212

Y US 6,488,600 A (GORDON) 03 December 2002 (03.12.2002), the entire document. 1-212

X US 5,842,699 A (MIRANDO et al) 01 December 1998 (01.12.1998), the entire document. 9-11
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Y US 5,776,018 A (SIMPSON et al) 07 July 1998 (07.07.1998), the entire document. 1-212
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“Q”  document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition or other means

“P”  document published prior to the international filing date but later than the
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US 5,330,175 A (KIM) 19 July 1994 (19.07.1994), the entire document.

US 6,042,490 A (LENHART) 28 March 2000 (28.03.2000), the entire document.
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Box No. IT Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

1. D Claims Nos.:

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. |:| Claims Nos.:

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such
an extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

3. |:__| Claims Nos.:

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No.III  Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:
Please See Continuation Sheet

As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all
searchable claims.

As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment
of any additional fees.

X O

As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report
covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. [] No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest I:] The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable, the
payment of a protest fee. :

I__—I The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable pi'otest fee
was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

D No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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BOX III. OBSERVATIONS WHERE UNITY OF INVENTION IS LACKING

It is noted that the present PCT application includes claims directed to nine (9) distinct invention. However, the deadline for submitting the
Lack of Unity was not met. Therefore, all claims have been examined.

This application contains claims directed to more than one species of the generic invention. These species are deemed to lack unity of
invention because they are not so linked as to form a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1.

The species are as follows:
Species I, claims 1-32 directed to a ball game system having a ball feeder, best seen in Figure 1A.

Species I, claims 33-Gldirected to a ball game system including a resilient surface adjacent one or more deformable elastic
surfaces, best seen in Figures 2A, 2B and 3.

Species I, claims 62-99 directed to a ball game system including a plurality of playing areas and a plurality of sensors, best
seen in Figure 4.

Species 1V, claims 100-136 directed to a ball game system including a plurality of playing areas and one or more ball feeders,
best seen in Figures 1A and 5A.

Species V, claims 137-169  directed to a ball game system including a plurality of playing areas, a resilient surface adjacent one
or more deformable elastic surfaces and means for adjusting the elasticity of rebounds, best seen in Figure 5B.

Species VI, claims 170-172  directed to a ball capture and feed system, best seen in Figure 5B.
Species VII, claims 173-175 directed to a ball game system including a planar playing surface, best seen in Figure 1A.

Species VIII, claims 176-178 directed to a ball game system including a plurality of playing surface and a means for controlling
usage of the hoop and playing areas, best seen in Figures 1 and 5A.

Species IX, claims 179-212 directed to a ball game system including a planar playing surface, a plurality of sensors and means
for controlling the operation of the sensors, best seen in Figure 4.
Currently, there are no generic claims.

The species listed above do not relate to a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT Rule 13.2, the
species lack the same or corresponding special technical features for the following reasons:
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Species I, requires a ball game system having a planar playing surface, a hoop, a ball feeder, means for receiving payment and
means for controlling the delivery of the ball.

Species II, requires a ball game system having a planar playing surface including a resilient surface adjacent one or more
deformable elastic surfaces, a hoop, a ball feeder, means for receiving payment and means for controlling the elasticity adjusting means in
response to the payment received.

Species II1, requires a ball game system having a plurality of planar playing areas each defined by a planar playing surface, each
including a hoop, a plurality of sensors, means for receiving payment and means for controlling the operation of the sensors and receiving
the position and trajectory information with which the control means creates an output indicative of the motion of the one or.more players
and ball in response to the payment received.

Species IV, requires a ball game system having a plurality of planar playing areas, each area including a hoop, one or more ball
feeders, means for receiving payment and means for controlling the delivery of the balls from the one or more ball feeders.

Species V, requires a ball game system having a plurality of playing areas, each defined by a respective planar playing surface
including a resilient surface adjacent one or more deformable elastic surfaces, each playing area including a hoop, means for adjusting the
elasticity of rebounds, means for receiving payment and means for controlling the elasticity adjusting means in response to the payment
received.

Species VI, requires a ball capture and feed system having means for receiving payment, means for delivering a ball to a position
above a ball court, a ball collector for conveying balls

Species VII, requires a ball game system having a planar playing surface, a hoop, means for receiving payment and means for
controlling the usage of the hoop and the playing surface.

Species VIII, requires a ball game system having a plurality of playing areas each defined by a respective planar playing surface,
each playing area including a hoop, means for receiving payment and means for controlling the usage of the hoop and the playing surface.

Species IX, requires a ball game system having a planar playing surface, a hoop, a plurality of sensors outputting position and trajectory
information with respect on one or more players, means for receiving payment and means for controlling the operation of the sensors and
receiving the position and trajectory information.
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